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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Start-up Sunday
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR FOR ALL AGES

STARTING SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11
ALL @ 9:30 AM

For Children Age 3 & Potty-Trained to 5th Grade
            
Children’s Music Program  ~  Downstairs in Education Wing

This is not simply “choir” but an age appropriate introduction to using music for the 
glory of God.  You’ll want to have your children involved!  They will perform a couple of 
times during worship this fall.  And when you bring them, head up to the Adult Bible 
Study in the Parish Hall

PARENTS: Drop off children in the education wing downstairs.  
You will be greeted by your teacher.  At 10:15 you may retrieve your child downstairs or 
our volunteers will shepherd them to Godly Play / Let the Children Come, our program 
which lasts up to the Peace during worship. Music Leaders include Hannah Village, Me-
gan Chomic, and adult volunteer assistants

For Youth Grades 6-12
             
Middle School Bible Study ~   Chapel

Come join us for doughnuts and reading scripture together.  This study is led by a parent 
team and we’re reading Genesis this fall.

High School Bible Study  ~  Library
Come join us for doughnuts and reading scripture together.  This study is led by the Rev. 
Dr. Cal Lane.  We’re reading the exciting historical books of the OT this fall.  

For Adults
 
Rector’s Bible Study for Adults  ~  Parish Hall

Join our rector in the parish hall for a lively conversation of the Book of Kings.

Lectionary Bible ~  Church Office
Join this wonderful group in their study of that Sunday’s lectionary readings.

This is worth the extra hour on Sunday morning!  
Don’t come up with excuses like Moses
(see associate rector’s article, page 4)



During the summer I 
have been writing about 
each of the four words 
in our Mission Cross: 
Worship – Love – Learn – 
Serve. I have previously 
written about Worship, 
Love, and Learn. This 
month I am wrapping up 
with “Serve”. I also want 
to say a little bit about 
the exciting Fall we have 
lined up. 
One of the great truths 
that we Christians believe 
and profess about God 
is his remarkable quality 
of initiating. God creates, 
not in response to some-
thing, but out of his own 
initiative. God loves, not 
because he is first loved 
by his creatures, and 
then accordingly loves 
them back, but instead is 
characterized by what St. 
John writes, “this is love: 
not that we loved God 
but that he first loved 
us, and sent his son as 
a propitiation for our 
sins” (1 John 4:10). God 
serves, but not because 
he has been served and 
then pays it forward. “For 
the Son of Man came 
not to be served, but to 
serve, and give his life as 
a ransom for many (Mark 
10:45). 
All these qualities flow 
from God’s grace, specifi-

cally what the Reformers 
called God’s ‘prevenient 
grace’, that is to say, God 
is gracious to us before 
we are able to love him 
and serve him. This is 
the radical nature of the 
Gospel, that while we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us (Romans 5:8). 
To put it another way, 
while we were still un-
lovable and self-serving, 
God loved us and served 
us, most specifically 
through the death and 
resurrection of Christ. For 
in Christ and through his 
cross, God was not jus-
tifying the good people 
(for there really are none 
anyway), but was justify-
ing the wicked! (Romans 
4:5, 5:6). It is this love to 
the loveless shown which 
then causes them to be 
lovely (“My song is love 
unknown”, Hymn #458). 
This gracious nature of 
God is the basis for how 
we understand what it 
means to serve. We give 
because God first gave 
to us. This, incidentally, 
is the basis of our under-
standing of Stewardship, 
which I’ll be saying more 
about next month! We 
serve, not because we 
expect recompense, but 
because that is the na-
ture of Christ in us. This 
is why Jesus taught that 
when you invite someone 
to dinner, don’t invite 
someone who you know 
will then be able to invite 
you to dinner, but rather 
invite the poor, crippled, 
the blind, those who 
cannot repay you (Luke 
14:12-13).
So when we talk about 
serving, all the things we 
do as a church such as 
outreach, pastoral care, 

volunteering, mission 
trips, and so on, God 
truly desires that such 
service flow from the 
knowledge and love that 
God has indeed served 
us. Our service flows 
from gratitude and in the 
power of God’s Spirit. 
Thus when we read pas-
sages like Amos, which 
excoriate Israelites for a 
depraved self-indulgence 
which ignores the plight 
of the poor and desti-
tute right under their 
noses, on the one hand 
recognize that there’s a 
lot about Amos which 
rings a little too close to 
home, but that in Christ 
we are forgiven and freed 
to begin loving those in 
deep need. Guilt should 
never drive you to serve. 
Guilt should always drive 
you to Christ, who for-
gives you and creates in 
you the freedom to then 
serve in love. 
Worship, Love, Learn, 
Serve. These are the 
priorities, the defining 
characteristics of our par-
ish as we strive towards 
the mission of God: to go 
and make disciples of all 
nations (Matthew 28:18-
20). 
This fall at St. George’s 
there is a lot going on 
as we live into this mis-
sion. See Cal’s article 
and the welcome for our 
new Children’s Music 
program in this issue. I 
also want to ask each of 
you to think about a way 
in which you can serve 
the mission of our parish 
this fall. There are any 
number of ways to get 
involved! 

In Christ,
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
administrator@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

Hannah Village
Children’s Music Director
han nah_village@hotmail.com

Christin Rondeau
Orff Ensemble Director
orffclass@rondeaugroup.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Senior Warden
It’s been raining for over a week straight now (I think I’m growing moss between my toes), and I have to remind my-
self we were below normal water levels and this is good for the long term.  Looking toward the long term is the reason 
our Rector asked a group of volunteers to review our Stewardship process and see what other churches do in that area.  
While many other churches use the same process we do – stewardship campaign in the fall, pledges, budget developed at 
end of year based on pledges – the Vestry has agreed to look at some Best Practices and Novel Ideas starting this 
Stewardship season.  

The first thing to be worked on is developing a budget before the Stewardship campaign.  This would be our guide for 
what we want our mission and ministries to be for the upcoming year, and allow our congregation to prayerfully consider 
how to provide support.  A narrative budget (new for us) will be developed to show how our budget aligns specifically 
with our mission and ministries.  And we have a goal to keep Stewardship as a year-long commission rather than a month 
long campaign. This is partly to remind us that Stewardship is not just a set and forget type activity once the campaign is 
over, but a recurring activity to consider donation of our time and treasure to God’s work.  If you feel called to be involved 
in the new Stewardship Commission please let us know.

Thank you for all you do.

On Sunday, September 25, you may begin bringing donations for the St. George’s 2016 Rummage Sale (to be 
held here at St. George’s, Friday, September 30 and Saturday, October 1. This is the earliest donations may be 
accepted due to storage space. Watch the Weekly Orbit for more information on specific drop off times/days, 
and some restrictions on acceptable items. Thanks!

BIG CHANGE THIS YEAR-- NOW OPEN ON FRIDAY AS WELL!
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.
and SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 
      We need:

DONATIONS, starting Sunday, September 25, 
VOLUNTEERS, 
 for set-up on Sunday, September 25; 
 for sorting September 26-September 29; 
 for sale hours, Friday, September 30, 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.; 
 Saturday, October 1, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 and for clean-up, immediately after the Saturday sale, at 1:00,  

Please help! We need all of you!

SAVE THE DATE
HEALTH MINISTRY FALL PROGRAM

Equipping Our Families: What If Addiction Knocks On Your Door?
October 15, 2016

9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Parish Hall

Come join us on October 15th as we explore the complex problem of
addiction and heroin use in Montgomery County. 

Watch for more information in next month’s Orbit.

Bryan
St. George’s 2016 Rummage Sale

Parish Health Ministry



4

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

Start-Up Sunday is September 11!  We’re expanding so many ministries this semester, with an eye to 
even further growth in the future.  God is taking us on an exciting journey and I pray that every mem-
ber of this congregation can see his hand at work!  One of the most obvious elements of change is our 
Christian Education hour at 9:30.  There is something for every age group (see more in this issue of 
the Orbit).  And you and your family ought to jump in with both feet!  In Exodus chapters 3 and 4, God 
appears to Moses as a burning bush.  And God tells Moses that he will go to Pharaoh and demand that 
Pharaoh release God’s people.  What was Moses’ response?  We often think that in scripture, people get 
a call and they just trudge forward.  The truth is that even Moses made excuses and protested!  In point 
of fact, Moses baulked / protested / made excuses five times in his conversation with God!  But God 
wasn’t going to have any of it.
  
Excuse 1   Exodus 3:11 Moses says he is not the right person for this job.  Gee God, I’d really like to 
help.  I’m so glad you’re here.  Sounds like a good plan, but I’m just not the right person.  And I’m so 
busy with other things right now, tending my father-in-law’s sheep.  God responds: You will do this and I 
am with you.
  
Excuse 2   Exodus 3:13 Moses then doubts that this is really God / that God can ask him to do this.  He 
wants to see God’s driver’s license!  Moses asks to know God’s name.  God’s response is to give the mys-
terious name I AM and to invoke the covenant he had made with Israel’s patriarchs.
  
Excuse 3   Exodus 4:1  Moses says nobody is going to believe him.  I can’t do this, he seems to shout, 
stamping his feet.  God’s response is to equip him with miraculous signs – in other words, opportunities, 
clear pathways, open doors.
  
Excuse 4   Exodus 4:10  Moses says he is not eloquent, that he has a speech impediment.  God re-
sponds that he is the source of all speech and he will equip Moses to say what needs to be said.
  
Excuse 5 (if you can believe Moses is still hemming and hawing…) Exodus 4:13  Moses is now out of ex-
cuses.  He just throws his hands up in the air and simply asks God to send someone else.  At this point 
God is angry with Moses, but he still responds: God says that Aaron, Moses’ brother, will assist Moses 
and speak for him when necessary.  So Moses will have God with him and a human partner too!  Nobody 
has to go it alone!

Moses came up with lots of excuses but God didn’t stop.  And God would use Moses to do mighty things.  
How is God calling you?  Is he calling you to something as simple as joining a Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.?  
Is he calling you to bring your family an hour earlier than usual?  Is that really so painful?  What if he is 
calling you to lend a hand a few Sundays this fall with youth, children, or with coffee hour?  Is he calling 
you to join the Choir, Social Issues, Rummage Sale, or any number of other ministries?  We can all come 
up with excuses – Moses came up with 5!  But God kept calling Moses and I believe he is calling you 
right now.

Blessings!   

Cal

3rd SUNDAY LUNCH is BACK!  September 18
Following the 10:30 service on Sunday, September 18 we’ll enjoy 
our first 3rd Sunday Lunch of the fall semester.  Come and join us 
in the Undercroft!  This is a great way to meet so many folks around 
St. George’s.  Lunch is kid-friendly.  We’ll also be blessing the new 
GODLY PLAY ROOM.  And like God’s grace, lunch is free.
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Children & Youth Ministries

talk with Deacon 
William Sangry

Children’s Ministry @ 10:30 on Sundays
GODLY PLAY ROOM IS OPEN!!
While we have an exciting new Music Program at 9:30 
every Sunday, we’re at long last inaugurating our GODLY 
PLAY ROOM!  This has been a long time in the making 
and we’re so ready to start using it!  Special thanks to so 
many of our crafters who’ve built “sets” for Godly Play 
and certainly to Joe Thornewill who built our shelves as 
part of his Eagle Scout service project.

Parents:  On Sundays, if you bring your child to the 
Children’s Music Program at 9:30 in the lower level educa-
tion wing, your child will be shepherded to the Godly Play 
Room (Grades 1-5) or to Let the Children Come (Pre-K & 
K) in the large Sunday School room.  

If you bring them at 10:30, you may bring them directly to those rooms.  All children are brought up to the 
worship service at the Peace to rejoin you.

Check out the awesome stories our kids will hear this fall: Creation, the Fall, Noah’s Ark, Abraham’s Family, 
Story of Joseph, Exodus, 10 Best Ways to Live, an Ark and Tent for God, the Promised Land, The Circle of the 
Church Year: How the Church Tells Time.   Your children won’t want to miss this!!

BLESSING of the GODLY PLAY ROOM – During 3rd Sunday Lunch, Sept 18
You won’t want to miss 3rd Sunday Lunch this September, our first since the spring.  During lunch we’ll have a 
formal blessing of our new GODLY PLAY ROOM and an OPEN HOUSE.  Parents in particular will want to come 
and see all the wonderful things we’re doing.  And please ask questions!  You’ll certainly want to join us as we 
celebrate this new chapter in the life of our ministry to children.

JOIN US in CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
There is still room for you to join in the formation of your child here at St. George’s.  Don’t miss the amazing 
opportunity to share in ministry.  A time will come when they’re all grown up.  This is a team effort; no one 
goes alone!  Email Pam Pinchot pamela_pinchot@yahoo.com,  Wendy Thornewill, swj123@att.net, or the Rev. 
Dr. Cal Lane associate@stgeorgeohio.org for more info.

On Sunday, Sept 11 we’ll welcome our new 6th graders by presenting each of them with a Monogrammed 
Bible – which we hope will get some good use in Middle School Bible Study.  
In addition to High School Bible Study and Middle School Bible Study at 9:30, here is our schedule for the first 
few weeks of the year.  You can always find the full semester schedule on our website and on the bulletin 
board in the hallway.

Sun, Sept 11, 3-5 p.m. (Fall Kick-Off)
   Meet @ Church; Putt-Putt / Lisa Sweeney
Sun, Sept 18, After 3rd Sun Lunch 
   Leave together after 3rd Sunday Lunch; Laser-Quest / Dalys
Sun, Sept 25, After 10:30 a.m. service; Lunch provided in the Undercroft 
   Set up for Rummage Sale / Johnsons
Sat, Oct 1 8am—2:30pm, Undercroft 
   Volunteering at Rummage Sale / Johnsons



For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org
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Introducing: Children’s Music on Sunday Mornings

Starting September 11th, every Sunday morning at 9:30am in the Sunday School Education wing on the lower 
level, St. George’s will be kicking off a new ministry for our elementary aged kids: Children’s Music. This class 
will involve learning songs, engaging with various music instruments, and learning to be worshippers of the 
Living God. Children’s Music is for children ages 3 to 11.  This ministry will be led by Hannah Village, who has 
been on staff as our Children’s Music Director for over a year now. Joining Hannah to assist in leading the class 
is Megan Chomic. This is an exciting time for St. George’s, because now at 9:30 there is an educational op-
portunity for everyone of all ages. Please note, the regular Sunday School program, Godly Play (for elementary 
age) and Let the Children Come (for preschoolers) will still be held on Sundays at the regular time of 10:30. 
See Children’s Ministry (page 5) for more information. 

So let’s get to know a little more about Hannah and Megan in their own words:
Hello! My name is Hannah Village and I am the Children’s Music Director. I am 
excited to begin my second year of music here at St. George’s. I have a BA 
(hons) in Music with Early Childhood Studies from Canterbury Christ Church 
University in England and a Post Graduate degree in Education.  I am British 
and hold Dual Citizenship and I have a lot of family in Dayton. I am thank-
ful to be part of the family of St. George’s as we move forward into the next 
year. Our focus in Children’s Music will be to learn two songs per week and 
to perform in church occasionally. We will also be teaching music games that 
are centered around rhythm, pitch and dynamics to encourage the children to 
develop in those areas when we practice as a choir. I am thrilled to introduce 
Megan Chomic as my Music Assistant for the Choir.  She will be teaching the 
children the same songs as I will, one or two Sundays per month.  I hope you 
will welcome her warmly.  If you have any questions about the Children’s Choir, 
please feel free to contact me.  Thank you!

Megan Chomic has been teaching music in public schools for 9 years, and has 
taught private lessons since 2004. She received her Bachelor of Music Education 
from Bowling Green State University, and her Masters of Education from Wright 
State University. Megan is proficient on trombone and piano. When Megan is 
not teaching music, she enjoys spending time with her husband Chris, and their 
daughter, Margaret.  She enjoys reading, sewing and drawing in her spare time.  
She helps people with their health and financial goals, and runs her own Etsy 
business as well.  An avid history lover, Megan is an 18th century reenactor, recre-
ating camp life at events across Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Virginia.  

So a hearty welcome to Megan and a hearty welcome back to Hannah as they begin this new ministry. If you 
have any questions or are interested in volunteering to help Hannah and Megan, please contact them at han-
nah_village@hotmail.com  or  mchelpcreate3@gmail.com

BLESSING OF THE PETS On October 2, 2016 there will be a 
Blessing of the Pets at 4:00 p.m. in the St. Francis Garden. This 
Blessing of the Pet service is an excellent way of celebrating and 
thanking God for the dedication, faithfulness, service and the love 
our pets and animals give to us. Please bring your pets to receive 
a blessing in remembrance of St Francis of Assisi’s love of all 
creatures. Please make sure your pet is on a leash, in a crate or 
appropriate carrier. For questions please call Elayne Tribble at 
937/203-9824.
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Music @ St. George’s

Capture the moment!
How do we capture a salient moment, distilled and crystallized into the few words that both acknowledge and define it? 
What makes this moment different from all the others, and why do we pause to take a snapshot at this intersection?
Well, times are exciting at St. George’s. We have signs around us that we as a Body are moving in a good direction, 
moved by the Spirit.
In the music corner alone, several things are worth pausing for. First, a new program under the direction of Christin Ron-
deau will offer our children the opportunity to learn and create music in a highly individualized group setting. The Orff 
Ensemble is an enrichment program beginning in early September that makes use of our wide array of instruments that 
have languished for years in the music closet. It also gives Ms. Rondeau, who holds a Master of Music and is an Orff
Specialist, an opportunity to invest her music gifts in our faith community. And, perhaps most importantly, it brings 
together our children to make music together in what is widely viewed as the best music education curriculum of the last 
hundred years. Check into it~enrollment is limited. [Diane: add contact information? coffeerondeau@me.com ]
Second in the music corner links directly to our growth in the Sunday School program. We will now offer music for our 
children every week, shared by our Children’s Music Ministers, Hannah Village and Megan Chomic. [Diane: spelling of 
Megan and Chomic? ] Both the Sunday School children and the Orff Ensemble will periodically offer music in worship at 
the 10:30 service. We are very excited to give to our children consistency in the learning and singing of our sacred
music!
Third, the St. George’s Choir returns! I have already heard from a few parishioners that they will 
join as new choir members. We start rehearsals in early September. There is music in your fold-
er—would you like me to put your name on it? We meet on Thursdays from 7:00 to 9:00 pm and 
enjoy singing music, new and established, by the finest composers. Please contact me at music@
stgeorgeohio.org. We would love to have you join us!
So there are moments, and there are moments. We have seen many exciting moments in the 
past weeks, between presidential politics and Olympic history being made on a daily basis. We as 
Christians run a race as well. And although we “press on,” we also pause occasionally. In a way, 
we find ourselves again at the starting platform. So, take a deep breath with us and let’s dive in!
Yours faithfully,

 In July, we moved the monthly Castle lunch outdoors for their annual picnic and fishing outing at Old Grove 
Park in Centerville.  Over thirty people attended, including nine members of St. George’s who were there to 
cook, serve, and join in the fun.  The dessert table overflowed with delightful donations.  It was a hot day, but 
the shade of the shelter and a wonderful breeze contributed to a successful outing.   Rumor has it that 
everyone caught a fish!

Castle Picnic

Jeff
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SEPTEMBER 2016
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

      1 2 3 

  4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Holy Eucharist
8 & 10:30 a.m.
LectionaryBible 
Study 9:30 a.m.
Kids Corner
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.
      

START-UP DAY
Holy Eucharist 
8:00 a.m.
Education Hour
9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and 
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group
3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. 
Education Hour
 9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
THIRD SUNDAY 
LUNCH
Youth Group
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. 
Education Hour
9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and 
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
RUMMAGE SALE 
SET-UP.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

LABOR DAY
Office Closed

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds 5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m. 

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.
Orff Class
5:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Orff Class
5:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Orff Class
5:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Orff Class
5:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Orff Class
5:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

RUMMAGE SALE
2:00-6:00 PM

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

PARISH PICNIC
5:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

 25 26 27 28 29 30 


