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Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This 

mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18-20) We 

pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  

Worship—Love—Learn—Serve 
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The Program Year begins Sunday September 9th 
 

Sunday Morning Family-Friendly Education for All Ages  

9:30am - 10:15am  ♦  September 9 - December 16 
  

CHILDREN    

► Let the Children Come (Pre-K & Kindergarten)  

► Godly Play (Grades 1-5)  

Godly Play and Let the Children Come are an innovative  

approach to teaching the story of scripture through a  

child’s innate sense of play and creativity. Let the Children 

Come is in the Education Wing in the lower level and the Godly Play Room  is located in the 

lower level hall.  

              YOUTH   

   ► Middle School Bible Study (Grades 6-8) 

   ► High School Bible Study (Grades 9-12) 

   If you’ve got older kids (youth), our Middle School Bible Study  

   meets in the Chapel and our High School Bible Study meets in the 

   Library.  Both are led by rotations of youth parents.  Our goal is to 

bring parents and youth together. Plus there’s doughnuts! 

 

        ADULTS  

► Lectionary Study  

► Rector’s Bible Study  

We want to ensure that adults have the chance both to  

participate with their kids in child-appropriate education  

programs but also to join with other adults to have  fellowship and read God’s Word 

together.  The Lectionary Study meets in the  church office and the Rector’s Bible 

Study meets in the parish hall. 
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WORD & CREED 

What is Apocalyptic Literature?                              The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane  

This Fall in the Rector’s Bible Study, the High School Bible 
Study, and the Middle School Bible Study, we’re jumping 
into the portions of the New Testament that follow the 
Gospels.  Through the summer we’ve been hearing in this 
section of the monthly Sword & Spirit about those books: 
Acts, Paul’s Letters, the General Epistles, and now the final 
book of the New Testament, Revelation. 
 
First, let’s just tackle the title!  The full traditional title is The 
Revelation to St. John the Divine.  Notice it is in the singular: it 
was a vision which God revealed to John, this despite folks 
often pluralizing it as “revelations.”  The short title (again in 
the singular) is Revelation.  The Greek word for “revelation” 
is apocalypse.  The word apocalypse does not, in the first 
instance, mean the end of the world or bizarre fiery carnage 
or the stuff of the Mad Max movie franchise.  It simply 
means “to reveal,” like drawing back a curtain and showing 
something hidden (more on that below).   
 
The second thing to keep in mind is historical context.  This 
book was written late in the first century, somewhere 
between the 70s and the 90s.  The one thing that may be 
helpful about a date for the text is the author’s experiences 
of the oppressive Roman Empire which not only destroyed 
the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD but persecuted the 
earliest Christians.  The author of this text, an early 
Christian, was imprisoned by Roman authorities on the 
island of Patmos where he had a powerful experience; God 
revealed his ultimate will and design for the whole of creation, 
and this was anchored clearly in Jesus, the “Lamb of God” 
who had died and rose again.  The author identifies himself 
as “John” and there is an ongoing conversation about 
whether this is the same John who wrote the Fourth Gospel 
and John’s Letters.  Either way, Revelation is undoubtedly in 
the same “key” (to make a musical analogy) as both John’s 
Gospel and the letters of John.  There is a deep wariness 
about “the world” and its corruption.  There is a thematic 
tension between darkness and light.  But there is an abiding 
hope that God’s promises are trustworthy, that God will save 
his flock, and that God will conquer the darkness of the 
world through his Christ.  That is true of all the “Johannine” 
books. 
 
Third, we would be wise to read this book according to its 
literary category or genre, much as we’re careful to read  
 

Paul’s texts as letters, the Gospels as thematic biographies , 
and much of the Old Testament as narratives.  Along with 
portions of the book of Daniel in the Old Testament, 
Revelation is in the category of apocalyptic literature.  Again, 
that does not necessarily mean it is about the end of the 
world, but rather that it is about something hidden now 
revealed by God.  And this particular genre utilizes not just 
metaphors and symbols but rather elaborate networks of 
metaphors and symbols.  To be fair, the Revelation to St. 
John is about the “end of the world” – the end of the powers 
and principalities of this world, an end to the order of sin 
and death, and the abolition of the reign of hate and 
violence.  It is about the ultimate reign of Christ, the 
Kingdom of God, a world filled with that majestic hymn we 
sing at every Eucharist, Holy Holy Holy (Revelation 4).  
Therefore Revelation is, in its purpose, no different from the 
rest of the New Testament.   
 
However, this book is so easy to misunderstand that many 
church leaders in Christian history have been hesitant about 
preaching and teaching from it, most notably Martin Luther.  
However, that can also be problematic because bad teachers 
can easily fill a vacuum.  The best example is what you see 
among some TV preachers (but not all) and in the “Left 
Behind Novels.”  Let me be clear: what they are teaching was 
cooked up in the 19th century and it is called 
dispensationalism.  It’s not that they are more serious or more 
faithful to the Bible.  I would not even call them “evangelical” 
in the proper sense of that word, a label I am personally 
proud to own. Real rigorous Biblical scholars, both Catholics 
and Evangelicals, have pointed to the purpose of this book: 
that God will wipe away every tear from every eye and make 
all things new in Jesus (Revelation 21).  This is a book that 
should give us hope, not fear. 
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Preview of 2019 Stewardship Campaign 

This month we begin the new program year at St. George’s – a lot of new opportunities to Worship, Server, Learn, and Love. Our 
stewardship team is also busy finalizing the stewardship campaign, working with the Vestry on the next year’s budget, and preparing 
information for our congregation.  

A quick reminder on our year-round stewardship model: we’ve been working over the past 2 years to move away from a surge in the Fall 
to a year-round, prayerful discussion on giving and what it means for us at St. George’s. We’ve also been careful to not let this turn into a 
constant bludgeoning about giving all the time, which would tragically and ironically diminish the very mission of the church we’re trying 
to sustain. Instead, like the figure below, we’re looking to hit the middle ground and keep our discussions concise, relevant, and insightful. 
We also want our conversations about giving to help focus on our mission at St. Georg’s and all that we do with all the God gives us. 

As the Vestry finalizes the budget, the Stewardship team kicks off the campaign for pledges. There are some key dates to consider, so 
here’s a preview of what you can expect: 

9/28:     Official proposed 2018 budget available for stewardship review 

10/14:   Stewardship Kick Off Sunday (starts the 5-week pledge campaign) 

10/21:   Coffee Hour presentation from Stewardship team 

11/11:   Official 2019 campaign ends 

12/17:   Stewardship provides outbrief to the Vestry 

1/14:     Final acceptance of pledge cards 

We humbly ask for your prayers in two areas: 1) your pledge for the upcoming year, and 2) for the members of our congregation and our 
clergy and staff as we work to create a reasonable budget for the upcoming year so that our light may so shine that all might see our good 
works and give the glory to God.  

Pledge cards sent out 
& collected for 2019 

budget 
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Julie Shuman, and lovingly prepared for mailing each 
month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Diana Behme, Argie Bennett, Jean Case, Jim Kay, Mary 
Jones, Marilyn Judd, Myra Katovich, Carol & Ted Knox, Lynn Olive, Jeannie Perry, Sue Schryver, Ralph & Sue Stahl, 

Youth FALL 2018 
 
In addition to Middle School & High School Bible Studies on Sundays at  9:30am during 
the school year, our youth families gather for lots of other activities - mainly fun and 
service - at other times.  Email associate@stgeorgeohio.org for more info. 

  
Sun, Sept 16 - Visit to the Dayton Art Institute   
                       after 3rd Sunday Lunch 
         (Susan Daly)  
   
 

 
 
    
  Sat afternoon, Oct 6 - Packing up Rummage Sale  
                                   followed by Putt-Putt Golf 
                                   (Pam Pinchot & Michele Johnson) 
 
 

 
 
 
Sat, Oct 20, 2:30-5pm - EQUIP Conference:  
                                               Kids & Technology 

                 
 
 
     
  Sun, Nov 18 - In-gathering for Operation Christmas Child   
                        following 3rd Sunday Lunch (Anoopa Hodges) 
 
 
 

 
Sun, Dec 2 – Lunch together, Laser Web, Parent Check-In  
                    (Andra Dillon) 
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Reaching Out 
Living in a “first-world” country, we take many of life’s necessities for 

granted including clean, safe water.  In 2016, however, 783 million people 

worldwide did not have access to clean and safe water, and one out of every 

five deaths of children under five was due to a water-related disease.   

 

Thanks to the efforts of the Rev. Dave Cottrill, St. George’s Social Issues 

Commission discovered an international nonprofit that can make a difference 

for our brothers and sisters who face the challenge of accessing clean 

water.  For ten years, The Water Project has worked to provide reliable water 

to communities in sub-Saharan Africa.  A recent Social Issues grant to this group was earmarked for work in Haiti. 

 

The massive Haitian earthquake in early 2010 had a devastating effect on the entire country, including the already 

inadequate clean water supply. The earthquake damaged wells and water systems which were major sources of fresh 

water for the people of Haiti.  In response to this critical situation, The Water Project partnered with Living Water 

International to begin the repair of damaged wells.  As a result, thousands of Haitians now have reliable, clean water 

and can look forward to healthier lives for themselves and their children.  To learn more about The Water Project, go 

to thewaterproject.org. 

Did you know . . . 
. . . our associate rector, the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane has a new book out!   
 

Spirituality and Reform: Christianity in the West, ca.1000-1800 (Lexington / Fortress, 2018). 
 

From the back cover – 
 

In colorful detail, Calvin Lane explores the intersection between reform movements and 

everyday Christian practice from ca. 1000 to ca. 1800. Lane lowers the artificial 

boundaries between “the Middle Ages,” “the Reformation,” and “the Enlightenment”  

by tracing a series of reform programs that hoped to revive an imagined primitive era of 

apostolic authenticity. Along this tour, Lane discusses music, art, pilgrimage, relics, 

architecture, heresy, martyrdom, patterns of personal prayer, changes in marriage and 

family life, connections between church bodies and governing authorities, and certainly 

worship. The thread that he finds running from the Benedictine revival in the eleventh 

century to the pietistic movements of the eighteenth is a passionate desire to return to a 

primitive era of Christianity, a time of imagined apostolic authenticity, even purity. In 

accessible language, he introduces readers to Cistercians and Calvinists, Franciscans and 

Jesuits, Lutherans and Jansenists, Moravians and Methodists to name but a few of the 

many reform movements studied in this book. Although Lane highlights their diversity, he 

argues that each movement rooted its characteristic practice – their spirituality – in an 

imaginative recovery of the apostolic life.  
 

“A superb study of Christian devotion and spirituality in medieval, reformation and early modern times. Breaking 

through the old periodization paradigm, this fresh narrative focuses on how people prayed, believed, worshiped, and 

practiced the faith in an age of change and reform. Highly recommended!.”  

— Timothy George, Dean of Beeson Divinity School, Samford University 
 

This is Cal’s second book.  Our associate rector will have a small number of copies available for sale at the discounted 

cost of $60 later in October.  Send him an email if you’re interested!  associate@stgeorgeohio.org 

http://thewaterproject.org/
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Saturday, September 8, 5:00 p.m.  
at Indian Riffle Park, 2801 Stroop Road:   

 
Come join the fun! The church will provide 
hamburgers & hot dogs. Please bring a 
dish to share.  Although there are many 
picnic tables, you may want to take along 
a lawn chair. There is a great playground 
for children and room for games. A sign-
up poster is in the welcome lounge. We 
are looking for volunteers for setup, 
grilling, and cleanup.  

 

St. George's Choir resumes 

rehearsal on Thursday September 

6 at  7:00 in the choir room. New 

members are needed on all voice 

parts. The ability to read music is 

helpful but not required. For 

more information speak with Dr. 

David Crean, or call (631) 827-

5070. Please consider being a 

part of this important and 

fulfilling ministry at St. George's! 
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Scott Ervin 

“The Kid Whisperer” 
former principal and educational / parenting 

consultant 

TOPIC:  KIDS & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Saturday, Oct 20, 2:30—5:00 
 

Are you a parent?  Are you interested in learning 

realistic strategies for your kids and the healthy use of 

technology?  Are you concerned about the best ways to 

use technology rather than being addicted to it?  

COME AND JOIN US!  This gathering will be geared 

for parents of little ones and teenagers.  Youth are 

strongly encouraged to attend as well. There will be a parallel art program for Pre-K and 

Elementary School kids.  Nursery also available.  FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!  

Online registration opens Aug. 30, stgeorgesdayton.org 

Check out Scott’s website, ervineducationalconsulting.com  

SAVE THE DATE – EQUIP CONFERENCE  

Do you know what's going on downstairs?!? 

We would like to invite you to get to know Children's 

Ministry better!  There are two classes of beautiful 

children, using handcrafted materials, music, art and 

drama, to learn of God's Love through His Story of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 

All Ages are encouraged to share their time and talents 

with our young Disciples! 
 

The program year is starting on September 9 and we welcome you to check out what's 

happening!  We'll offer a special welcome - an Open House - at 9:30am on September 9.   
 

During coffee hour on Start-Up Sunday (Sept 9) we'll have sign ups for volunteer 

opportunities, classroom needs, and outreach projects. Our biggest need is actually with 

ASSISTANTS. 
 

Please join us and learn how you can help our trained leaders reach out to our next 

generation of disciples.  You have a place in this ministry.  For more information, chat 

with Pam Pinchot, Wendy Thornewill, or the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane. 


