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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2016 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

We need your DONATIONS, star$ng Sunday, September 30, 2018  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: 

• for set-up on Sunday, September 30;  

• for sor$ng October 1-October 5;  

• for sale hours,  Saturday, October 6, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

• for clean-up, immediately a3er the Saturday sale, at 1:00 p.m. 

• Please help! We need all of you! 
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“Creeds and Confessions”“Creeds and Confessions”“Creeds and Confessions”“Creeds and Confessions”                                                                                                                                        The Rev. The Rev. The Rev. The Rev. Ben PhillipsBen PhillipsBen PhillipsBen Phillips    

 This summer I had the unique opportunity to research 
the development of the doctrine of election (that is, the theology 
of the sovereignty of God in granting to believers faith in 
Christ) as it occurs across all the major and most of the minor 
Protestant Confessions of Faith which were written in the 1500s 
and early 1600s. Protestant Confessions are unique in the 
history of Christianity. They are different from Creeds and the 
canons (judgments) of the great Councils of the Church. The 
Greek East has nothing even close to them (with one obscure 
but noteworthy exception from 1629). Although Protestantism 
arose out of the Catholic/Latin West, these symbols of the faith 
were unique creations of the sixteenth and early seventeenth 
centuries, and without precedence in the West.  
 So what is the difference between a creed and 
confession? Both are intended to help define what Christianity 
is by defining what Christians believe. A creed is a widely 
agreed upon statement of faith that is typically concise and 
fairly short. Think: Apostle's Creed (only 110 words) and the 
Nicene Creed (only 226 words). Granted the Athanasian Creed 
is not exactly short (657 words), especially when we say it on 
Trinity Sunday, but it is still a statement of faith concisely 
focused the nature of the Trinity and the divine-human nature of 
Christ. A Confession is typically a lengthier statement of faith 
which covers a variety of doctrines and topics in a systematic 
way. Note this should not be confused with a Christian making 
a confession of some sin they have committed and seeking 
forgiveness. “Confession” is used in a different sense in that it 
refers to a profession of belief, whereby if you were brought to 
task for being a Christian or holding to a certain doctrine, what 
would you confess was the content of your faith? Confessions 
were written by both individuals and by teams of scholars and 
pastors, usually to address particular needs and answer 
particular theological questions for a particular group of people. 
For example, in 1523 Huldrich Zwingli, a Swiss reformer in 
Zurich, drew up a series of sixty-seven articles which would 
serve as the basis of a public debate on questions regarding a 
variety of issues. These sixty-seven articles are arguably the 
earliest Protestant confession. However, the first major 
confession was the Augsburg Confession, written by Philip 
Melanchthon, under the guidance of Martin Luther, which was 
presented to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V in 1530. It 
was intended to be a comprehensive statement of what the 
followers of Luther taught and believed about the Christian 
Faith. 
 A common misconception of the Confessions is that 
they are obscure, nit-picky, dry, and not of much value today. 
They can be seen as a visible symptom of the inevitable 
splintering of Protestantism, a prophecy and accusation levied 
against the reformers by their opponents. The historical realities 
of the sixteenth century are rather different. The degree to 
which Protestants were "on the same page" doctrinally was 
extremely high, despite obvious tensions between various 

groups, perhaps most notably the disagreements on the nature of 
Holy Communion between Lutherans and the Swiss Reformed 
Churches. That issue notwithstanding, the number of doctrines 
which were commonly shared were significant. The 
Confessions were written in part not only to spell out doctrinal 
clarity within a specific community or territory, but also to 
demonstrate doctrinal unity amongst various Protestants, as well 
as serve as polemics against Roman Catholic doctrines which 
were disagreeable. Furthermore, the extent to which a multitude 
of Protestant leaders across Europe (and beyond) were in 
constant contact with each other via letters and visitations 
reinforces the idea that there was some degree of organic unity 
across the Reformational spectrum. This also belies another 
misconception that the Confessions are the product of some 
twitchy, bookish, theological savant locked in a tower devising 
ever more intricate explanations of faith that would hardly be 
helpful to anyone except other twitchy, tower-isolated savants. 
The truth could not be more different.  
 The writers of the Confessions were men in the 
trenches, pastors and university professors constantly engaged 
with the dirt and sweat and blood of real life and trying 
desperately and passionately to formulate the Truth about God, 
from Scripture, so as to be beneficial for the very people they 
served, and did so often in the midst of significant personal, 
ecclesial, and political strife and at great personal cost. 
Although a few of the Confessions arose from a single pen and 
mind, for example the Belgic Confession of 1561, even these 
were given considerable research, reflection, revision, and 
collegial feedback.  
 And what of our own tradition? Believe it or not, like it 
or not, the Episcopal Church is a confessional church - we do 
possess a Confession of Faith called the Thirty-nine Articles of 
Religion. These Articles originated in the 1540s from the pen of 
Thomas Cranmer. At first there were forty-two articles, but 
Cranmer was executed in 1556 before they received official 
recognition. However, in 1563 these articles were revised down 
to thirty nine and ratified; in 1571 an Act of Parliament made 
them binding on the Church of England; they have remained 
unchanged and in place ever since. These same articles were 
adopted by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 
1801, with a few minor modifications (basically removing 
mention of the presence of a monarch as head of the church). 

As Christians living in a complex day and age of 
increasing interest in faith, religion, and theology but also of 
increasing atheism, agnosticism, and paganism, it is extremely 
important for each of us as individuals and all of us as a church 
community to know what we believe and why we believe it. 
The Confessions were written precisely to be an aide for 
believers to do just that.  
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Preview of 2019 Stewardship Campaign 

As the Vestry finalizes the budget, the Stewardship team kicks off the campaign for pledges. There are some key dates to consider, so 

here’s a preview of what you can expect: 

9/28:     Official proposed 2018 budget available for stewardship review 

10/14:   Stewardship Kick Off Sunday (starts the 5-week pledge campaign) 

10/21:   Coffee Hour presenta�on from Stewardship team 

11/11:   Official 2019 campaign ends 

12/17:   Stewardship provides outbrief to the Vestry 

1/14:     Final acceptance of pledge cards 

We humbly ask for your prayers in two areas: 1) your pledge for the upcoming year, and 2) for the members of our congrega�on and our 

clergy and staff as we work to create a reasonable budget for the upcoming year so that our light may so shine that all might see our good 

works and give the glory to God.  

DISCRETIONARY FUND DONATIONS 

Although it doesn’t feel like the change is coming, winter will soon be upon 

us.  Households who are struggling to pay their u�li�es have the added burden and fear 

to heat their homes this winter.  Those who are fortunate to qualify for area assistance 

are required to keep their minimum balance paid but occasionally fall short.  This is 

where we can help.  Through the assistance fund we help those keep their accounts 

current in order to help liA a liBle bit of the burden  At this �me the funds are very low 

and we have been turning people away all summer who need help.  Please pray about 

con�nuing your support throughout the year, and any giAs given please mark 

“discre�onary fund”.  – Thank you 

Pledge cards sent out 

& collected for 2019 

budget 

SNOW REMOVAL TEAM 

Folks I know we have been sweltering in the 90 degree heat lately that just won’t seem to go away, so it is hard to 

think that snowflakes might be falling in a month or two. However, I recall when we moved here in 1987,  it was hot 

like this and near drought condi�ons, but we had seven inches of snow on Halloween. I am not saying that will 

happen this year but we have to be ready when the snow does fly. 

We have goBen by with milder winters and liBle snow these past three years and we are overdue for a normal 

winter or worse.  “Winter is Coming”, and we need to keep the sidewalks clear for those of us here at church and for 

those who use it for other func�ons. I am asking for a few volunteers to help me with this chore. The job is only for 

the sidewalks and the pa�o—no parking lot--and takes about 20 -30 minutes to do. We have a new snow blower 

with less than ten hours on it that is very easy to operate and does the job very quickly. Please see me or sign up on 

the board in the lobby. Thank you, Bob Hard 
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Julie Shuman, and lovingly prepared for mailing each 
month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Diana Behme, Argie Bennett, Jean Case, Jim Kay, Mary 
Jones, Marilyn Judd, Myra Katovich, Carol & Ted Knox, Lynn Olive,Jeannie Perry, Sue Schryver, Ralph & Sue Stahl, 
Bettsy Wahl  & Yuri Willcox. 

Youth October 2018 
 

OCTOBER 6 at 1 p.m. – We’re helping to break down 

the rummage sale followed by some PuB-PuB Golf 

(Pam Pinchot & Michele Johnson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 20, 2:30-5 p.m. – EQUIP: Kids & Technology.  

This isn’t just for parents; youth are strongly encouraged 

to aBend as well.  (We’ve got a parallel program for 

elementary school kids too) 
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RRRReeeeaaaacccchhhhiiiinnnngggg    OOOOuuuutttt    
Hannah's Treasure Chest is a nonprofit, located 
in Centerville, which works with partner 
agencies in a four-county area to make a 
difference for vulnerable children.  Parents who 
must spend their scarce resources for housing 
and food may find themselves unable to 
purchase cribs, car seats, clothing and many 

other necessi�es.  Hannah's exists to fill those needs and in an average year 
distributes over 80,000 items for local babies, toddlers, and school-aged children. 
 

Through grants from our Social Issues Commission, St. George's is one of the churches 
that along with private individuals and local corpora�ons provides the funds that 
Hannah's needs to operate. Volunteers are always welcomed since Hannah's employs 
a very small staff.  Dona�ons of gently-used items that children under 12 might need 
can be dropped off at any �me at 124 Westpark Road, Centerville, OH 45459.  To find 
out more about Hannah's Treasure Chest, please go to hannahstreasure.org. 

Did you know . . .Did you know . . .Did you know . . .Did you know . . .    
…that our rector is back from sabba�cal and will be 
giving a presenta�on on October 14

th
 at 6:00pm in the 

Parish Hall? This presenta�on will take place during 
the Second Sunday Supper, the parish monthly pot-
luck dinner. If you can please bring a dish, side, or 
dessert to share, but if not come anyway! Ben was on 
sabba�cal from June through August, and during that 
�me he and his family set out on a number of 
adventures which spanned the country and beyond. 
The presenta�on will cover some of the many 
ac�vi�es and travels of the Phillips’ family, including 
camp in Texas, and a 7,000 mile road trip. It will also 

include material from Ben’s course at Oxford University in England on Tolkien, Lewis, and Sayers, 
and his research fellowship studying the Protestant Confessions of faith of the 1500s at Calvin 
College in Michigan.  
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EQUIP CONFERENCE Saturday, Oct 20, 2:30-5 p.m. 
 

SCOTT ERVIN  

“The Kid Whisperer” 

Former Principal and Educational / Parenting Consultant 
 

KIDS & TECHNOLOGY 

Are you concerned about how your kids 

are engaging with tech?  What are the 

right boundaries?   Are you interested in 

learning realistic strategies for your kids?  

Are you concerned about the best ways 

to use tech rather than being addicted to 

it?  COME AND JOIN US!   
 

This gathering is for parents, 

grandparents, teachers, and youth 

organization leaders.  Middle School & 

High School youth are strongly 

encouraged to attend as well.  
 

Once again we’re blessed to offer a 

parallel arts program for kids (PreK to 

Grade 5) with our much-loved “artist in 

residence” Matt Burgy.  Nursery also 

available.   
 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!  

Check out Scott’s website, 

ervineducationalconsulting.com  
 

*We could use some non-parent 

volunteers to assist Matt and free up 

parents to attend the sessions with Scott 

Ervin.  If you are able to lend a hand, 

please email associate@stgeorgeohio.org 
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The St. George's Annual Fall Clean-up will be held Saturday morning November 3 at 9 

a.m. $ll noon. All ages are invited, and there will be a task for all. Much needs to be 

done requiring various types of exper$se.  You are asked to bring rakes, shovels, 

pruning shears, garden tools and gloves. Please don't be shy as we need help. If you 

can't do yardwork, help will also be needed to furnish breakfast treats and coffee to 

the yard-workers. A signup poster will be in the Welcome Lounge.   

On October 7, there will 

be a Blessing of the Pets 

at 4:00 p.m. in the St. 

Francis Garden. This 

service is an excellent 

way of celebra�ng and 

thanking God for the 

dedica�on, faithfulness, 

service, and love our pets and animals give us. Bring your pets to 

receive a blessing in remembrance of St Francis of Assisi’s love of all 

creatures. Please make sure pet is on a leash in a crate or appropriate 

carrier. For ques�ons call Elayne Tribble at 937-203-9824. 


