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Come join us for our monthly potluck supper on Sunday, November 11.  

We’ll also enjoy a presenta�on from our associate rector, the Rev. Dr. Cal 

Lane about his new book which appeared this fall.  The book is a broad 

introductory study of movements for religious chance (reform) and how 

those movements engaged everyday Chris�an prac�ce.  Come and explore 

why churches have their par�cular shape; 

why certain forms of art got the boot in the 

16
th
 century; why you tear up every Good 

Friday when we sing “O Sacred Head Sore 

Wounded” (a hymn designed to make you 

cry!); why Reformed Protestants sang the 

Psalms only; how people have prayed and 

tried in earnest to follow Jesus imita�ng 

the first apostles. 
 

Bring a side-dish to share at 6pm.  Cal 

promises we’ll be wrapped up by 7:30pm.  

We had a great turn-out last month; let’s 

keep that going!  In December, we’ll hear 

from our curate, the Rev. Emmanuel 

Tuyishime about his pilgrimage to the   

Holy Land.  
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The Churching of America                                  The Rev. Ben Phillips 

 Every once in a while you read a book of tremendous 

importance. A book that changes the way you look at and think about 

something. I had a chance to read a number of books over the 

summer, many of which were outstanding, but the one which has 

really stuck with me, the one which has really made me think about 

the church, about mission and ministry is called, The Churching of 

America, 1776 - 2005 by Roger Finke and Rodney Stark. 

 Finke and Stark are both highly trained and experienced 

research sociologists, and bring their considerable skills spanning over 

40 years of experience to the study of religion in America. In the 

opening chapter one of the presen�ng ques�ons that they tackle is to 

ask just how Chris�an is America, and how did it get that way? If 

someone were to ask you what was the percent of the total 

popula�on of America that went to church in 1776, what would you 

say? The answer is a lowly 17%. We oEen have a roman�cized view 

of our colonial forbearers, par�cularly when it comes to maFers of 

their faith, thinking the colonial percentage was much higher. 

However, church records across a variety of denomina�ons indicate 

that most Americans at the verge of the Revolu�on did not go to 

church. What percent of the total popula�on in 2005 iden�fied as 

religious adherents? The answer is 63%. How did America go from 

less than one in five religious adherents to almost two out of three? 

The rest of the book is devoted to tracing trends in the rise and fall of 

denomina�ons in what the authors call, "winners and loses in our 

religious economy".  

 There is much in the book that is worth resta�ng, but for 

purposes of this ar�cle I will focus on three historical facts which are, 

in my opinion, most telling and impacJul. First, Finke and Stark 

combed through aFendance records spanning almost two centuries. 

Instead of comparing absolute aFendance between denomina�ons 

they compared the percent "market share" of each denomina�on 

from within the total religious adherents. So in 1776, remember that 

17% of the popula�on that went to church? Of that 17% 

approximately 16% of them were Episcopalian. By 1850 the percent 

of religious adherents who were Episcopalian dropped to 3%. So even 

though the total popula�on had grown, and even though the total 

membership of the Episcopal Church had grown since the Revolu�on, 

the market share declined precipitously. Meanwhile, the Methodists 

grew to cons�tute 34%. In 1850 one out of every three people siMng 

in a church was a Methodist. It wasn't un�l the 1960s that many 

mainline Protestant denomina�ons began to no�ce declines in their 

overall membership. However, Finke and Stark demonstrate that 

many of the mainlines, including the Episcopal Church, were in 

decline two hundred years ago. This is hardly encouraging.  

 The second thing to grasp from this monumental study, is 

the tac�cs and paFerns of the churches that did grow. In America we 

have a "free economy" of religion, and interes�ngly, it is a major 

factor in the growth of America as a majority Chris�an country. The 

mechanism by which this occurred however, was due to the 

willingness of congrega�ons and their clergy to do the following: they 

had to have a compelling, otherworldly message, they had to form 

actual communi�es of people who were in close rela�onship to each 

other, they were willing and able to try new things, and they had to 

be prepared to make sacrifices. AEer all, if there was no state 

sponsored funding to rely on to prop up a congrega�on, a preacher 

had to go out and get a congrega�on, try new things, preach a 

compelling message, and likely live with a low income. How well do 

we embody these characteris�cs? 

 The third item from the book worth rela�ng has to do with 

the role of doctrine. While Finke and Stark are not Chris�ans, nor 

theologians, nor wri�ng a history of religion or of the church, they are 

sociologists whose research has demonstrated to them that doctrine 

maFers and serves as an indicator of health and success in the 

American religious economy. They argue that churches which refine 

their theology away from historical norms tend to not do well. They 

also cite a large survey done in 1963 in which thousands of 

respondents from across the denomina�onal spectrum were asked 

five very basic theological statements with a simple "yes" or "no" 

response. The survey reports the percent of posi�ve ("yes") 

responses. These were not highly technical, obscure doctrines, nor 

were they hot buFon ethical issues. To the statement of "Jesus is the 

divine Son of God" only 59% of Episcopalians responded yes. To 

"Jesus was born of a Virgin" only 39% responded yes. To “Jesus will 

actually come back again” only 24% responded yes. Hardly 

encouraging.  

 What does all this mean for us? Firstly, I think this study 

illustrates very clearly some of the challenges we face as we strive to 

be a faithful, healthy, and growing parish. There is a root system of 

history stretching way back that does not speak favorably of our 

denomina�on. This is not rancor or bombast, it is simply fact. 

Secondly, the predictors of health which the study indicates that 

Episcopalians tend to be weak are: a willingness to try new things, a 

robust grasp of basic Chris�an doctrine, and compelling, otherworldly 

preaching. As we move forward and envision what our parish will be 

doing over the next seven years and what our focus should be on, we 

must be prepared to face these par�cular issues. In many ways I think 

we are making strides in the right direc�on. But we must always be 

able to fearlessly ask the ques�ons: How willing are we to try new 

things to reach others with the Gospel? How well do we all know the 

very basic elements of our faith? How close in rela�onship are we 

really to the people we sit next to in church? How compelling and 

transcendent is the preaching (I take this final one very deeply to 

heart!). I know that together and by God’s good grace we will find the 

answers to these ques�ons.  
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Children’s Pageant Rehearsals  

Sign-Up on Nov 4 
 

In keeping with tradi�on, our kids will offer a children’s 

pageant on Sunday, December 16 during the 10:30 a..m. 

service.  Sign-ups for children age 3 to 5
th
 grade will be 

following the 10:30 a.m. service on November 4.  

Children par�cipa�ng in the pageant will rehearse for 

roughly 20 minutes following the 10:30 a.m. service each 

Sunday, Nov 11-Dec 9.  The song will be rehearsed by the 

children’s chapel kids during chapel �me, but the 

rehearsals will be following the 10:30 a.m. service.   

Mark your calendar: Sunday, December 23 at 10:30 a.m. 
WriFen for T.V. in the 1950s, “Amahl & the Night Visitors” is about a young 

boy who meets the wise-men on their way to see the Baby Jesus.  Come see 

our free, full professional produc�on with orchestra.  This is kid-friendly, so no 

Children’s Chapel that day, but we’ll s�ll have nursery for Infants to Age 3. 
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Julie Shuman, and lovingly prepared for 
mailing each month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Diana Behme, Argie Bennett,  
Jean Case, Jim Kay, Mary Jones, Marilyn Judd, Myra Katovich, Carol & Ted Knox, Lynn Olive, Jeannie Perry, 
Sue Schryver, Ralph & Sue Stahl, Bettsy Wahl  & Yuri Willcox. 

Youth November & December 2018 
 

 

November 18: 3
rd
 Sunday Lunch & 

Opera�on Christmas Child In-Gathering 

 
 

 

December 2: Lunch, Laser-Web, & 

Parent Check-In for Spring 2019 

Youth Group & Children’s Ministry joint Warm Clothes 

drive for St. Vincent DePaul 
As in previous years, our children’s ministry and youth group are having a join 

warm clothes drive for St. Vincent DePaul.  The blue dona�on barrels will be 

in the Narthex and Welcome Lounge on Nov 4, Nov 11, and Nov 18.  Please 

bring new/gently used warm clothes and pajamas; new packs of underwear 

and socks; toiletries.  
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RRRReeeeaaaacccchhhhiiiinnnngggg    OOOOuuuutttt    
Founded in 1971 with 300 volunteer doctors, nurses, and other 

medical staff, Doctors without Borders, or Médecins Sans 

Fron�ères (MSF), was created based on the belief that "...all 

people have the right to medical care regardless of gender, 

race, religion, creed, or poli�cal affilia�on...."  Adhering to 

principles of neutrality, impar�ality, and independence, MSF's mission is to "...help those most in 

need, to the exclusion any other agenda and without taking sides..." 
 

MSF's medical staff's first mission was to Managua, Nicaragua, where in 1972 an earthquake had 

killed at least 10,000 people and probably thousands more.  Now MSF operates in 65 countries with 

teams of over 42,000 doctors, nurses, and other staff.  These medical personnel are oEen the first to 

reach the scene of an emergency or a crisis.  In 1999, the Nobel Peace prize was awarded to MSF.  
 

Through grants from the Social Issues Commission, the people of St. George's reach out to men, 

women, and children around the world who find themselves in moments of great need.  To learn 

more about MWF, go to doctorswithoutborders.org.  

The final blood pressure screening for 2018 will be 

November 11, a6er the 10:30 am  service.  Members 

of the Health Ministry Team will be in the church 

office and welcome your par9cipa9on. 
 

Health Ministry Leadership -   I have spent a lot of �me this spring and summer thinking and 

praying about Health Ministry at St. George’s.  AEer this period of discernment, I have come to the 

decision that the �me has come for me to step away from health ministry and enter another 

chapter of my life.  As some of you know, I have been involved in many aspects of this ministry over 

twenty some years  both in parish life and in teaching others about this ministry.  I have been 

blessed to lead the Health Ministry Team here at St. George’s for the past three years.  Each ministry 

has its season and I believe my season has come to a close and I need to let go. Some�mes, you 

need to let go in order for your heart to be open to God’s next steps for you. I plan to stay in the 

leadership role through 2018 and Ben has suggested November 11 as a �me to make this 

announcement to the congrega�on. I am very thankful to have been part of this ministry and for 

Ben’s support to me and the team. God’s Blessings to each of you.  

Joan Purdon 

HHHHeeeeaaaalllltttthhhh    MMMMiiiinnnniiiissssttttrrrryyyy    
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November 4, All Saint’s Sunday 
"In Paradisum" from Requiem by Gabriel Faure (1845-924) 

"Worthy is the Lamb -- Amen" from Messiah by G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 

Probably the second-best-known seMng of the Catholic Requiem Mass (aEer 

Mozart's), Gabriel Faure's Requiem is his most-performed work. Described as "a 

lullaby of death," Faure's work eschews the intense imagery of the Dies Irae sequence 

in favor of somber introspec�on. The final movement, "In Paradisum," is actually part 

of the service at the graveside, not the Requiem Mass proper. Its gently undula�ng 

accompaniment evokes the line "may flights of angels sing thee to thy rest." 

The concluding chorus of Handel's oratorio Messiah, "Worthy is the Lamb" is based on 

text from the book of Revela�on that describes the adora�on of Christ by 

unnumbered angels. 

 

November 11, Proper 27 
To Thee O Lord by Sergei Rachmaninoff  (1873-1943) 

Locus Iste by Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) 

Sergei Rachmaninoff wrote two substan�al liturgical works for the Russian Orthodox church: his All Night 

Vigil (some�mes called the "vespers"), and the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. "To Thee O Lord" is the twelEh of 

twenty movements in the laFer work, which was ini�ally cri�cized by church authori�es for its "modernist" 

tendencies.  

The Austrian composer Anton Bruckner is remembered for his nine enormous symphonies and his substan�al 

output of sacred choral music. Much of the choral music was wriFen according to the dictates of the Roman 

Catholic Cecilian movement, which sought to promote unaccompanied choral singing with intelligible words and a 

style of simple solemnity. Locus Iste is probably the most performed of those works, and is oEen performed at the 

dedica�on of a new church or an anniversary of the same.  

 

November 18, Proper 28 
O Salutaris Hos)a by Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

I Have Set the Lord Always Before Me by Carl Shalk (b. 1929)   

Most of the major composers of English church music in the 19th and 20th 

centuries were Anglican, but Elgar was Roman Catholic, and produced choral music 

in both English and La�n.  The text of O Salutaris Hos)a comes from the 

hymn Verbum Supernum by Thomas Aquinas, wriFen for the feast of Corpus Chris� 

(Thursday following Trinity Sunday).  

One of the most widely performed choral composers of the 20th century, Carl 

Schalk has been a fixture in Lutheran church music for seven decades. "I Have Set 

the Lord Always Before Me" is a simple seMng of several verses from Psalm 16. 

 

 

November 25, Christ the King 
The King Of Love My Shepherd Is by Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

Ride On, King Jesus Arr. Larry Flemming (1936-2003) 

Edward Bairstow was the long-tenured organist at York Minster, and an important composer of sacred choral 

anthems. His seMng of Henry Baker's Psalm 23 paraphrase is based on the tune St. Columba. 

An ac�ve conductor and composer, Larry Flemming taught at Luther Seminary and Valparaiso University, and 

founded the Na�onal Lutheran Choir in 1986. Many of his short choral arrangements were wriFen for that group.   

Music NotesMusic NotesMusic NotesMusic Notes 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Mark your calendar now 

for St. George's 39
th
 annual 

Spaghe@ Dinner and Silent 

Auc9on on Saturday, 

January 26, 2019. 
 

All proceeds benefit our parish's outreach to 

those in need right here in the Dayton 

community, across the U.S., and around the 

world. 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP NOW: 
Start gathering items to put in the Silent Auc�on and give your dona�ons to Bryan or 

Susan Daly.  LeFers to solicit businesses and leFers to acknowledge dona�ons for tax 

purposes are available.  Contact Bryan and Susan Daly at 306-8462 or 

dalylink@earthlink.net to arrange to give them your dona�ons.   
 

If you are ar�s�cally inclined, volunteer to provide face pain�ng for children during the 

SpagheM Dinner.  (Lea Craine will be providing the balloon crea�ons.)  Contact Thelma 

Best at 434-5486 or bestowlpost@gmail.com if you would enjoy decora�ng children’s 

faces. 

 

CRITICAL NEED: 
The SpagheM Dinner Kitchen Cooking and Clean Up Crews are looking for a few 

younger members with strong arms, strong backs, and good knees!  In the corporate 

world, it’s called ‘succession planning.’  Without an infusion of some commiFed fresh 

faces, we may need to switch to a pot luck or catered event format.  Our Social Issues 

Ministry would lose an average of $1,200 in )cket proceeds if we have to make a 

change to the food service format of our Spaghe7 Supper.  Think about this:  when you 

volunteer 3-4 hours in the kitchen, your efforts generate approximately $1,200 to 

support others in need! 
 

To volunteer to keep the supersized pasta pots boiling and the kitchen clean, contact 

Julie Powers at japowers5@gmail.com or 602-1335.  


