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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Final Issue of The Orbit
Did you know what the original parish newsletter of St. George’s was called? It 
was called “The Episcopal Circuit Rider”. Did you know it featured illustrations 
and pictures drawn by the rector, The Rev. Fred Pope? As I have recently 
discovered, it turns out some of his cartoons and illustrations are still in circula-
tion today and used by other publications around the country. A man of many 
talents indeed!

Advent is the start of the new Church Year, and it seems a fitting time to make 
some changes to The Orbit newsletter. When we start the new liturgical year 
our parish newsletter will have a new name and new format. Often a church’s 
newsletter will have a title that somehow connects with the church’s name, or 
something unique to the church’s location. For example, a church I worked at in 
California was located literally up on the side of a mountain, and the newsletter 
was called “The View”. Another parish I know of, St. Mary’s, had a newsletter 
named “The Magnificat”, the title given to the prayer or song of Mary in Luke’s 
Gospel. For our own patron saint, St. George, there is a rich tapestry of 
medieval themes, knights, dragons, and so forth, from which to inspire our 
newsletter and its name.

The new newsletter will be called “The Sword & Spirit”, picking up on both the 
knightly images of St. George, and also the biblical theme of the armor of God 
from Ephesians 6:17, “…take up the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God.” St. George is also the patron saint of England, and the title also sounds a 
bit like the name of a British pub! 

The new newsletter will have some new features, one of which will be a 
recurring column called, “Did you know?” which will contain interesting bits of 
information about the parish, the church, history, theology, and culture. See the 
Rector’s article for more reflections on our parish history through the lens of 
monthly newsletters. 
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest
davecottrill@rocketmail.com

The Rev. Dr. William Sangrey
Deacon
deacon@stgeorgeohio.org
216-4634

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Hannah Village
Children’s Music Director
hannah_village@hotmail.com

Christin Rondeau
Orff Ensemble Director
Orff@stgeorgeohio.org

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
administrator@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Church newsletters are, or at least can be, 
fascinating things. As I have been working 
with parish leaders and staff to prepare 
The Sword & Spirit for launch, I have felt a 
strong desire to spend some time digging 
through the archives of previous versions 
of the parish newsletters. From the very 
beginning the newsletter has served as a 
vital means of communicating, of getting 
word out from parish leaders to the congre-
gation. In 1954 The Episcopal Circuit Rider 
was about growing a fledgling mission 
congregation. I was rather pleasantly struck 
by the fact that even back then The Rev. 
Fred Pope wrote and encouraged people to 
do four things - to come and worship, sup-
port the church (pledge), invite friends to 
join, and get involved. It would seem that 
in a number of ways not a whole lot has 
changed in over half a century!
I was also pleased to learn more about the 
earliest issues of The Orbit, or what we at 
present have had to refer to as the monthly 
Orbit, to distinguish it from what until just 
recently was called the Sunday or Weekly 
Orbit (now reborn as the Weekly Messen-
ger). For years I have been curious as to 
how St. George’s arrived at a newsletter 
name called “the Orbit” and was not able to 
find a clear answer. Then I found the origi-
nal issue from 1961, and on the cover is a 
beautiful quote selected by Rev. Pope from 
a hymn written by John Milton in 1623. In 
this hymn Milton refers to “The Orbit of the 

Love of Christ” as the means of salvation, 
from which flows true peace. Now, whether 
that hymn is the origin of the newsletter 
name, or whether the name derived from 
something else (the space race of the early 
60s?) and Rev. Pope was utilizing the quote 
to highlight the new title, I do not know. 
Nevertheless, it is a beautiful moment to 
spend with the rich history of this wonder-
ful parish. 
Whenever a person or a group of people 
move forward, when they begin some-
thing new and press into new territory, it is 
always a good thing to first look back and 
gain their bearings. I believe that church 
newsletters are more than just a bigger 
version of the Sunday announcements (al-
though they will inevitably contain some of 
those!). They are both repostiries of a par-
ish’s life and narrative through the years, 
and also a unique means of engaging with 
the congregation at large. Rectors are able 
to share thoughts and cast vision in a medi-
um different from a Sunday sermon, coffee 
hour converstation, or weekly announce-
ment. Staff, volunteers, and lay leaders are 
able to share insight into the passionate 
and fruitful work of their various ministries. 
Vestry and Wardens have a venue for con-
necting with parishioners not available to 
them on just one day a week. Theological 
matters, aspects of church history, current 
events, and so many more other topics can 
be covered, and people’s lives enriched. 
The new newsletter will have regular 
monthly features, including a feature called 
“Did You Know...”, a theological / biblical 
column, a recurring stewardship and vision 
section, as well as information on upcom-
ing events, schedules, and other features. 
However, there will be much that will be 
similar to what you would find in a typi-
cal issue of The Orbit (or even the Circuit 
Rider) as well. A good newsletter should 
embody the soul of the parish, reflect its 
spirit, and be unapologetically a conduit 
for that parish’s misson and ministries. I 
believe that The Sword & Spirit will live up 
to these lofty goals. I believe that it will be 
something you will want to read, and even 
look forward to month by month. 

In Christ,

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

ADVENT 2016 @ ST. GEORGE’S

Parish Health Ministry

Sunday, November 27th (First Sunday of Advent)
9:30 a.m. – All education programs continue as scheduled for children, youth, and adults. 
10:30 a.m. – All children start in church for presentation of Crèche figurines and lighting of the 
Advent Wreath, then they will go to Sunday School (Godly Play). 

 
Sunday, December 4th (Second Sunday of Advent, Feast of St. Nicholas, obsv.)

9:30 a.m. – All education programs continue as scheduled for children, youth, and adults. 
10:30 a.m. – All children start in church for presentation of Crèche figurines and lighting of the 
Advent Wreath, then they will go to Sunday School (Godly Play).  

Sunday, December 15th (Third Sunday of Advent)
9:30 a.m. – All education programs continue as scheduled for children, youth, and adults. 
10:30 a.m. – All children start in church for presentation of Crèche figurines and lighting of the 
Advent Wreath, then they will go to Sunday School (Godly Play). 

No Third Sunday lunch this month

Sunday, December 18th (Fourth Sunday of Advent)
No 8:00a.m. or 5:00 p.m. services this day
9:30 a.m. – All education programs continue as scheduled for children, youth, and adults. 
10:30 a.m. – Advent Lessons & Carols (featuring Children’s Pageant). 

Hanging of the Greens
Stay after the 10:30 service to help decorate St. George’s for Christmas!

Envelopes for Christmas Flower Memorials 
will be available in the pews starting Advent 1.

Memorials will be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletins
if received by Monday, December 12th.

Financial Summary
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

Advent cranks up at the end of November and this presents us with a good opportunity to think 
afresh about what stands at the core of Advent and at the core of Christian life.  “Secularism” is a 
term coined about a generation ago.  It means a worldview, a set of assumptions and priorities, 
that is either antagonistic to religious beliefs in general (Christianity being only one example) or 
which pushes the claims of religion to the margins of life so that it no longer really influences how 
the average person lives.  The second of these is probably more insidious: folks still wander into 
church buildings on major holidays, even have a baptism or a church wedding because it looks 
“right,” but their lives aren’t really shaped by the upside-down vision of what Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry often calls the Jesus Movement.  In fact, the first step toward secularism is to talk 
about “religion” as something we simply tack onto an existing mode of life, an added extra like 
cheese on a burger (something you can take or leave without much consequence).  I speak no 
“judgment” here other than to observe.  In my experience, simply pointing out the rise of secular-
ism is enough to make us shift a bit in our chairs.  We should be very clear: the opposite of Chris-
tian faith isn’t doubt or even outright atheism.  The opposite of Christian faith is apathy.  Imagine 
hearing about the radical Kingdom of God and just yawning.  

What does this have to do with Advent?  Well, first Advent is not Pre-Christmas or Christmas Part 
I.  It is a short period (possibly too short) in which we stop in the middle of our tracks, while go-
ing about business as usual, to recognize that the world’s priorities, the priorities of this age, are 
about to be turned inside out and upside down in the Messiah.  To live is to die to self.  Our bodies 
are not our own.  Every person and every human life has inherent dignity.  We love our enemies, 
not simply those like us.  And all of life, money included, is a gift lavished on us by a providential 
Father in Heaven.  The only way St. George’s Church will stand the rise of secularism is by the daily 
conversion to Christ of every member.  No gimmicks will work.  And we certainly won’t make it to 
the next generation on the dwindling fumes of “Christendom,” trusting that people “need” church so 
they’ll just come to us (those days are over).  

But Advent is a time when we recognize that God will make all things new!  So, don’t get too 
comfortable.  I’d like to throw this out to conclude: did you turn in your pledge card on All Saints 
Sunday?  I’m not worried about money.  I’m worried about discipleship!  As we lean into Advent 
later this month, I invite you to think again about how you relate to money, the world, your neigh-
bors, and your commitment to following Jesus, Savior and Lord.  Around this time of year, Denise 
and I have the kids take their picture with “Santa” in the Mall – I personally have no problem with 
that.  But let’s be clear: Santa isn’t going to turn the world upside down and bring justice to God’s 
beloved creation.  Santa isn’t going to raise you and me from the dead.  Santa won’t draw us up 
from our sins to life with God.  Only Jesus can do that.  I know that I personally need to be re-
minded of that on a pretty regular basis!  Will you please pray for me, that my heart and mind will 
be converted to him every day?  I thank you for your prayers!

Blessings,

Cal
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family Ministries
Are you coming to EQUIP on Saturday, Nov 5?  
We’ve done so much advertising, so this is our last reminder: we have a wonderful, free opportunity for chil-
dren and adults to engage in faith and the arts on Saturday, Nov 5, 2:30 to 5pm.  Dr. Rachel Smith of Taylor 
University and Matt Burgy of the University of Dayton will offer great programs; nursery will be available; and 
our choir will offer choral evensong.  Please register on our website stgeorgesdayton.org.

3rd SUNDAY LUNCH & Home Advent Wreathes– November 20
Following the 10:30 service on Sunday, November 20 we’ll have our family-friendly 3rd Sunday Lunch.  Come 
and join us in the Undercroft!  This is a great way to meet so many folks around St. George’s.  Like God’s 
grace, lunch is free.  As that is Christ the King Sunday, we’ll offer Advent Wreathes at a low cost for your fam-
ily – Advent starts the following Sunday (Nov 27) and this is a great opportunity to prayerfully observe the 
season at home.  We’ll also have information for children’s families about our upcoming pageant.

Children’s Pageant is coming!
Come to 3rd Sunday Lunch on Nov 20 to learn more about our Children’s Pageant set for Sun, December 18.  
This year we’ll have an Advent Lessons and Carols on that Sunday and the children will dramatically perform 
the lessons.  After Nov 20, the children will prepare for this during the 9:30 music program – so if you want 
your child to participate you must come at 9:30 through the Sundays of December.  This is great opportunity 
for your family to get in the habit of joining in all the programming we have for all ages at that time anyway!
 
Another FOR EVERYONE opportunity in the Spring!  
Last spring we engaged a parish-wide study of the Gospel of Mark using Tom Wright’s Mark for Everyone.  
This proved to be a transformative experience of getting to know God’s word.  And there is no judgement for 
those of us not used to reading scripture!  Here’s your chance to wade into the water.  Watch out for more 
details in December of our Spring program and books for sale -- we’re going to do EXODUS!

St. Vincent DePaul Barrels, Nov 27-Dec 18
Our Children and Youth Ministries are again providing service for the poor and most vulnerable in our commu-
nity by sponsoring the Blue Barrels for the Society of St. Vincent DePaul.  From Nov 27 through Dec 18, you 
can bring dry or canned food or new pajamas for children.  These will be set up in the Welcome Lounge.

Sat, Nov 5, 3-5 p.m.        EQUIP: Christianity & the Arts         Rev Dr. Cal Lane, associate@stgeorgeohio.org
 
Sun, Nov 6, 3-5 p.m.        Candy Sorting for Blue Star Mothers                     Wendy Thornewill, swj@att.net

Sun, Nov 13, 3-5 p.m.     ALL YOUTH & ALL PARENTS MEET   Rev Dr. Cal Lane, associate@stgeorgeohio.org

Sun, Nov 20, 3-5 p.m.     St. Vincent DePaul Lunch Prep      Rob & Michele Johnson, petepuma@yahoo.com

Sun, Nov 27                      No Gathering - Thanksgiving

Youth-Parent Planning Meeting: Sun., Nov 13, 3-5pm
ALL YOUTH and ALL PARENTS need to make a special effort to join us for our spring planning session.  We’ll 
not only be plotting out the spring, but talking about SUMMER MISSION 2017, electing YOUTH LEADERS, and 

discussing CONFIRMATION.  So much is coming up and your voice needs to be heard!

Youth Ministry
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An Invitation to Godly Play

Welcome! Over the next several months, we will offer information 
about Godly Play to help you understand both its methodology and 
purpose.  Today we explore the importance of play, since Godly Play 
really is play.  And play, by definition, cannot be coerced. An essential 
quality of play is its freedom: its lack of compulsion. Do you want to 
play? Do you want to join in Godly Play?

Godly Play has to be an invitation to play. For you to enter into 
Godly Play, you must find it enjoyable. You must want to play it for its 
own sake. You must be willing to let go of the mundane details of daily 
life to enter deeply into the timelessness of play.

In Godly Play, the invitation is given not for play in general but for 
play with the language of God and God’s People: our sacred stories, 
parables, liturgical actions and silence. Through this powerful 
language, through the wondering, through the community of players 
gathered together, children hear the deepest invitation of all: an 
invitation to come and play with God.

~ Peace and Blessings
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Music @ St. George’s

Thanks be to God!

The choir has welcomed into its space downstairs a new piano, for which 
we give thanks to God. The Kawai baby grand piano is ideal for the choir 
room, both for its size and the expert workmanship that promises lon-
gevity. The experts have told me that this piano will stay in tune better 
than most through the changes of humidity and temperature. Personally, 
I loved playing the Kawai pianos in college for their ease in the difficult 
classical repertoire that I studied. This particular piano, which is like new, 
came from a family who didn’t play it much. The price was dropped to a 
range where St. George’s could buy it outright. It came with a ten-point 
guarantee from BHA Piano Company, Dayton, with a bench and a free 
tuning. All it needs now is to be played, and play it we will!

Hank James, whose photo you see inset, was our organist in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s. He over-
saw the selection and installation process with members of our parish in the procurement of the new 
Charles Fisk organ, which was dedicated on May 14, 1989 with a recital by Marilyn Mason. When 
Hank died, he left a foundation, called the Hank James Music Fund, to continue a strong music pro-
gram here. The purpose of the fund was to support the music program and ministry by using its 
earnings perpetually. I thank God for Hank’s foresight and generosity.

The old baby grand piano in the choir room had reached the end of its life for our purposes, but has 
been given a new lease. I searched for an appropriate new place for the piano, and found that the 
best idea was to donate it to a middle school in Dayton. It will reside on the auditorium stage; the 
music teacher is very pleased to have it and already has plans to use it in the Spring musical. The 
folks at A-1 Piano Movers, who delivered our new piano to the choir room, were very generous. They 
agreed to deliver the old piano to the Wright Bros. Middle School, but they also donated a matching 
bench and industrial duty casters.

My thanks to the Vestry and to the Rector for their leadership in identifying the funds from the Hank 
James account. They recognized that the market had generated a sizable amount of interest to be in-
vested in the future of the music ministry at St. George’s, namely in the purchase of the Kawai piano, 
and acted prayerfully and expediently. Stop by the choir room at your convenience to see our new 
pride and joy!

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendar now for St. George's annual 
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction on
Saturday, January 28, 2017.

All proceeds benefit our parish's outreach to those in need right 
here  in the Dayton community, across the U.S., and around the world.

Plan to come for a time of food, fellowship, and fun! 

Contact Bryan and Susan Daly (306-8462) to contribute to or assist with the Silent Auction. 
Contact Thelma Best (434-5486) with other questions.
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NOVEMBER 2016
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

     1 2 3 4 5 

  6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Holy Eucharist 
w/ Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.
Education Hour
 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group
3:00 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist with 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.
      
Holy Eucharist 
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Education Hour
9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group
3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8:00 a.m.
Education Hour
 9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry and
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
THIRD SUNDAY 
LUNCH 
Youth Group 3 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 5 p.m.

         FIRST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT
Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. 
Education Hour
9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and 
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist 5 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds 5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m. 

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.
Orff Class
5:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Orff Class
5:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 
Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Orff Class
5:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

THANKSGIVING

Office Closed

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

EQUIP 2016
2:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

FALL CLEAN-UP

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

 27 28 29 30 


