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Upcoming Spring & Early Summer Events 
 

Sunday May 14Sunday May 14Sunday May 14Sunday May 14thththth    (Happy Mother’s Day!)(Happy Mother’s Day!)(Happy Mother’s Day!)(Happy Mother’s Day!)    

Youth and Acolyte Recognition at 10:30 a.m. service  

Sunday May 21Sunday May 21Sunday May 21Sunday May 21stststst        

Children’s Choir singing @ 10:30 a.m. service 

 Recognition of  Children’s Ministry Volunteers.  

Final Third Sunday Lunch of  the Season in Undercroft at 11:45 a..m. 

Sunday, May 28Sunday, May 28Sunday, May 28Sunday, May 28th (th (th (th (Memorial Day weekend)Memorial Day weekend)Memorial Day weekend)Memorial Day weekend)    

All 9:30 a.m. education and 10:30 a.m. Sunday school programs occur normally,  

Church Office Closed for Memorial Day (May 29th) 

June 4June 4June 4June 4thththth    

Pentecost  

Choir Sunday (See page 4 for details.) 

June 11June 11June 11June 11thththth    

Trinity Sunday,  

Choir’s last Sunday of  the season 

Youth Mission Trip Begins (commissioning at 10:30 a.m. service) 

Last Sunday for regular Children’s ministry programs. 

June 18June 18June 18June 18th th th th (Happy Father’s Day!)(Happy Father’s Day!)(Happy Father’s Day!)(Happy Father’s Day!)    

Begin Children’s Summer Chapel during 10:30 a.m. service  
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Protestantism and the ChurchProtestantism and the ChurchProtestantism and the ChurchProtestantism and the Church                                                    The Rev. Dr. Calvin LaneThe Rev. Dr. Calvin LaneThe Rev. Dr. Calvin LaneThe Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane    

How did you become a Christian?  I highly doubt that you 
were living in a vacuumed-sealed box and one day 
miraculously became a follower of Jesus as an individual.  
What most likely happened was that you were in 
relationship with many people who were followers of Jesus 
–imperfect people who kept joining with other imperfect 
people, trusting in Christ.  The key was that you shared life 
together.  And through that experience you grew as a 
follower of Christ.  Within their fellowship, you were 
exposed to scripture, prayer together, and the sacraments – 
things at the center of a common life.  The word 
“Protestant” is a curious word today, because it has come to 
have a meaning quite different from its meaning in the 
sixteenth century.  Today we think of robust, American-
style individualism – no pope or priest gets to tell me what 
to do; I’m a self-made man or self-made woman!  We 
picture people reading Bibles in coffee shops who may or 
may not even attend churches – and when they do they’ve 
somehow separated Jesus from the church (something 
scripture tells us is impossible, Matt 12:48, John 13:14, 
Matt 28:20, etc).  “Protestant” by the start of the 
seventeenth century (a good hundred years after Martin 
Luther posted his 95 Theses) was a broad label for both 
Lutherans, the Reformed Churches of Switzerland, the 
Scots Presbyterians, and the Church of England.  While the 
leaders of these groups affirmed the fallibility of the church 
– that is, the human potential to make mistakes – none of 
them would recognize the kind of gross individualism we 
often associate with “Protestantism” today.  No, these were 
women and men who gathered together as church, the Body 
of Christ.  In Germany, Martin Luther warmly embraced 
the teaching of the early church Father, St. Cyprian, that 
one meets Jesus only within the church, and therefore 
salvation is only inside the body of Christ, that gathering of 
sinners who put their trust in Christ.  How else would you 
meet the savior if not within the church?  The church is 
both the medium for the Gospel and the object of it, that is, 
the body being saved by it.  No stark individualism here 
from Luther!  Among the Swiss, Reformers like Ulrich 

Zwingli and John Calvin stressed the covenantal nature of 
the church: the sacraments are badges signaling to God, the 
world, and to ourselves that we are members of God’s 
family.  This is the language of biblical Israel.  No stark 
individualism here from Calvin!  And within the Church of 
England, the great experiment known as the “Book of 
Common Prayer” was intended to draw an entire nation 
into the same daily and weekly form of united prayer.  
Curiously, the Anabaptists (not “Baptists” who came later) 
are usually categorized differently from the above-
mentioned Protestants because of their disdain for state-
supported churches and their emphasis on adult Baptism.  
But those Anabaptist groups were often just as interested in 
high-levels of community (perhaps more so) as they viewed 
themselves as set apart from the world (again the biblical 
image of Israel).  It is only really in the Eighteenth Century, 
among Enlightenment philosophers that we see the rise of 
the individual: the belief that every person has omni-
competent skills, clear reason, and limitless individual 
potential.  When you read folks like Voltaire and Jefferson 
(not Luther and Calvin), it starts to seem like humans are 
supermen and superwomen!  Is that true, though?  When 
you reflect on your own experience, it seems like the Biblical 
vision for Christ’s Body (one affirmed in different ways in 
the early church, during the Middle Ages, and certainly 
during the reformation-era) is consistent with what you and 
I already know: we need each other; we can’t do this alone; 
we aren’t supermen or superwomen!  The Body of Christ, 
where salvation is found, transcends space and time and 
gathers people into a new culture – one that includes my 
suburban family, a child in Uganda, and St. Augustine who 
died over a thousand years ago.  And throngs of so many 
others who have been sealed by the blood of the Lamb. We 
are gathered into one Body, handing on what we have 
received, the Good News of Jesus Christ – Good News we 
know because of our fellowship with one another.  This 
emphasis on the church, the Body, is not alien to classical 
Protestantism, but central to it.      
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Stewardship of  Time & Talent: LoveStewardship of  Time & Talent: LoveStewardship of  Time & Talent: LoveStewardship of  Time & Talent: Love                            by Chris Rondeauby Chris Rondeauby Chris Rondeauby Chris Rondeau    
Last month our Stewardship focus was on giving of your time and talent by attending Worship.  In unabashedly repeating a line from last 
month’s article, “we want to look at all that we have to give to God and His churchwe want to look at all that we have to give to God and His churchwe want to look at all that we have to give to God and His churchwe want to look at all that we have to give to God and His church”.   Said another way, there is more to being a Christian 
than writing a check and attending Sunday Services.  In this month’s article we want to focus on another of our all-important missions, Love.  
What is our Love ministry; quite frankly it is performing those tasks that take care of our fellow parishioners.    
 
When someone from our parish family is laid up and cannot make it to Sunday services, did you know that a dedicated group of Lay 
Eucharistic Visitors are there to bring them Holy Communion?  While study is required, this is an excellent opportunity to be a part of 
bringing the center piece of our beliefs to those who cannot attend services. 
 
If you ever needed a little extra prayer, there are compassionate lay Prayer Ministers who are there for you in the chapel on the first and third 
Sundays of the month.   This is a great opportunity for the more spiritual members.  The power of prayer, as we all know, is a wonderful gift 
to those in despair or grief.  
 
Have you ever wondered where those beautiful scarfs that we give our youth when they head off to college, or the prayer shawls that are given 
to those in crisis or those celebrating the birth of a child come from?  While certain skills are a plus, our Prayer Shawl Ministry can help you 
obtain them.   
 
Did you know that the alter flowers continue their good work when the Flower Ministry creates arrangements and delivers them to both 
parishioners and others who are in need of a lift.  This ministry needs vases and customers.  Declutter your homes and bring forward those 
who would be uplifted by the beauty of a flower.  
 
Have you ever attended a funeral at St. George’s?  The food that is served comes from volunteers there to take a burden off of those grieving a 
loss.  If you can make a dish or help serve a meal, the ministry is a wonderful opportunity to contribute. 
 
Did you know that we have a Parish Health Ministry and that they have helped parishioners identify health issues before they were deadly?  
Blood pressure checks are routinely available.  Did you know that they are there for the parish to provide information to help save the life of 
addicts from drug overdose?   While members tend to have experience in the Health Industry, they do need administrative help to continue 
their life saving ministry. 
 
Finally, did you ever wonder how the coffee gets made every Sunday?  The answer is simple; it comes from your fellow parishioners giving of 
their time and talent in the expression of Love for their St. George’s church family. 
 
The members of your Stewardship Committee want to encourage you to consider serving your fellow parishioners by joining an existing 
ministry or, for that matter, starting a new one.  As with all things in our faith, what you give in the caring for others, you will receive in 
knowing that you made a difference in a life of a church family member.   
 
On the last Sunday in March, we held a Pastoral Care Ministry Fair after the 10:30 Service.  If you attended and are thinking about joining a 
ministry, we encourage you to do so.  If you are just learning of these opportunities now, we urge you to reach out now, below is contact info 
for some of the existing ministries. 
 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEV's)    ginny50reusing@earthlink.net  
Healing Prayer Ministry    deacon@stgeorgeohio.org 
Prayer Shawl Ministry     crlknox07@gmail.com 
Stephen Ministry     deacon@stgeorgeohio.org 
Parish Health Ministry    purdons@bellsouth.net 
Flower Ministry     MMTravelGal@Yahoo.com 
Cope Funeral Support Ministry   marilyn@mrquilts.com 
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The Chorister as Archivist  

As you might guess, a church is a good place for things to 

accumulate. I know the Rector and staff have worked 

arduously to bring to mind that “stealth” dona ons (things 

le" behind at church by folks who just want to get rid of 

stuff) are not welcome at St. George’s. But some mes  

something le" behind can bring some perspec ve. I came 

across the documents in the photo below when perusing 

the music in the choir library. Every week some of my choir 

members leave their bulle ns tucked into their hymnal, or 

in the pocket of their music folder. I du fully clear them 

away and recycle them. But here in the stacks, in one of the 

octavos of music, were these bulle ns from 1989, squirreled 

away for the ages.  

If you look closely, you will see that the larger page is my list 

of anthems for Lent. We sang music exclusively from the 

16th century this Lent, while we used the 1552 Prayer Book 

as the anchor for our liturgy. The first composer on the list is 

Richard Farrant—last year we actually sang the piece listed 

in the February 26, 1989 bulle n. This Lent we started right 

off with this fine English composer, who was first 

acknowledged by having his name appear on a list of the 

Gentleman of the Chapel Royal in 1552, the same year that 

Thomas Cranmer’s “Boke of Common Prayer of…the 

Churche of Englande” was published.  

So it’s nice to see that music of good quality persists, even in 

the face of trends and styles in our society, and it helps us to 

have a sense of the Church Universal, which transcends  me 

and genera on. And it helps us see the high standard that 

St. George’s Church has held for its music, and therefore the 

roots from which we grow and pass along the faith.  

See you in church!  

Jeff  

 

Choir Recogni�on Sunday, June 4  

This year’s celebra on of our choir and all it adds to our weekly worship experience will be held on Pentecost—June 4th—at the 

10:30 service. We will have an orchestra and a Fes val Choir to offer three movements from George Frederic Handel’s sacred 

work, “Jubilate for the Peace of Utrecht, HWV 279.” This work was the first commission by the Royal Family, under the rule of 

Queen Anne; it was also the first work that Handel wrote in English. Up to this point he had not wriGen oratorios in English, and 

his operas were all in Italian.  

Happily for us, the text comes directly from the Book of Common Prayer, from the Jubilate from the Morning Prayer service. It 

was (and is, for those who s ll use the Morning Prayer liturgy) one of the required Can cles which precedes the reading of 

Scripture. For the first movement the text we will sing comes from Psalm 100, verse 1: “Serve the Lord with gladness, and come 

before his presence with a song.” The other two movements comprise the response a"er the Psalm is read in the Morning 

Prayer service: Glory be to the Father, and As it was in the beginning.  

The choir will be divided into five parts for some of the work, and into eight parts for the  Glory be It will truly be an exci ng 

offering. Please save the date!  

Music @ St. George’sMusic @ St. George’sMusic @ St. George’sMusic @ St. George’s    



  

 5555    

Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…                    by the Rev. Ben Phillips 

…there’s a lot going on at St. George’s! This may sound like an understatement, but our parish is humming 

with ac vity as we Worship, Love, Learn, and Serve. Sundays are full to the brim with educa on ministries, worship 

services, and fellowship. And throughout the week our building hosts a variety of our own programs and events as 

well as outside events and renter’s ac vi es. The key take-away for us all should be two fold. First, God is good and 

has blessed us tremendously with dedicated members, avid volunteers, gi"ed staff, resources, and facili es. We are 

to be filled with gra tude and hopefully a desire to join in! 

The second key take away is that with everything that is going on, please make sure you schedule your event or 

mee ng with the parish office. Even if it is just a small mee ng in the Library on a weekday or a"er church when you 

might be tempted to assume nothing’s happening, please call and talk to Jan and see that your event is put on the 

church’s administra ve calendar. This is the ‘master’ calendar that helps the clergy and staff and other leaders keep 

track of all that is going on and make sure rooms don’t get double booked. If your event is going to use more than 

one room or space, please include both when calling in your request. Recently there was a case where one group 

has reserved a room and shown up only to find another already there using it, unscheduled. In another instance a 

visitor called the office inquiring about an event which had not been scheduled and so we had no informa on to 

share with them and they missed out.  

For our community to live and minister together and enjoy the resources and blessings the Lord has given us, let’s 

strive to share and communicate well. As we con nue to grow this need becomes more important to the well being 

of our congrega on. So please feel free to call the church office 434-1781 and schedule your ministry event.  

Now that we’ve made a major investment in improving the St. Francis Memorial 

Garden, we need volunteers to weed, and especially to take turns watering our 

investment over the dry summer months.  If you can donate some  me to ensure our 

investment con nues to grow, contact Frank Gentner at 937-672-0169 or 

GentnerFC@aol.com.   

St Francis Memorial Garden Needs Volunteers.St Francis Memorial Garden Needs Volunteers.St Francis Memorial Garden Needs Volunteers.St Francis Memorial Garden Needs Volunteers.    

St Francis Memorial Garden on Palm SundaySt Francis Memorial Garden on Palm SundaySt Francis Memorial Garden on Palm SundaySt Francis Memorial Garden on Palm Sunday    
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Family MinistriesFamily MinistriesFamily MinistriesFamily Ministries    

Youth EventsYouth EventsYouth EventsYouth Events    

Mark your calendars now  

Vacation Bible School:  

July 10-14, 9 a.m. to Noon 

(online registration is open) 
VBS DONATION BOARD coming in MAY!  VBS DONATION BOARD coming in MAY!  VBS DONATION BOARD coming in MAY!  VBS DONATION BOARD coming in MAY!  A Donations board will go up for materials needed for VBS 
later in May.  Please take a look when the board goes up in the main hallway and pull one of  the “tickets” for 
an item you can contribute.  Directions for when and where to bring the item will be on the ticket. 

THANK our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS!  THANK our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS!  THANK our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS!  THANK our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS!  On May 21 we will be publically thanking and 
recognizing all our children’s ministry volunteers (CMVs).  These men and women and a critical part of  
forming our children as followers of  Jesus.  Without volunteers we would not have a children’s ministry.  We 
don’t have a consumer model here, but a community! 
 
Children’s Choir Children’s Choir Children’s Choir Children’s Choir ––––    will have their final offering for the spring semester on May 21.  On that day we’ll recognize 
all our children’s ministry volunteers and have our last 3rd Sunday Lunch of  the spring (on break until 
September).  
 
*NEW PROGRAM for CHILDREN in JUNE*NEW PROGRAM for CHILDREN in JUNE*NEW PROGRAM for CHILDREN in JUNE*NEW PROGRAM for CHILDREN in JUNE    Starting June 18, we will offer Children’s Chapel as part of  
our 10:30 service.  Children, age 3 through 3rd grade, begin with their parents in worship, and then are led out 
to our parish hall for a time of  child-friendly worship, scripture reading, and song which will parallel worship 
within the church.  They will return to parents at the peace as usual.  Starting June 18 there will be no 9:30 
program for children; just Children's Chapel as part of  the 10:30 service. 

3333rdrdrdrd    SUNDAY LUNCHSUNDAY LUNCHSUNDAY LUNCHSUNDAY LUNCH    – May 21 is our final 3rd Sunday Lunch for the spring semester (on break until Septem-
ber).  Please join us for this wonderful chance to fellowship as the Body of  Christ.  The cost is only putting a 
chair away!   

May 7May 7May 7May 7 - Mission Prep (**Safety Session**) 3-5 p.m. - Rob Johnson and All Parents; Required for all youth go-
ing on mission trip 
May 14May 14May 14May 14 - No Youth Group (Mother's Day); Recognizing rising 6th Graders during 10:30 service 
May 21May 21May 21May 21 - Metro Parks Cleanup following 3rd Sunday Lunch (Susan Daly) 
May 28May 28May 28May 28 - Car Wash Fundraiser, Time TBA (Jen Stephens) 
Rising 6Rising 6Rising 6Rising 6thththth    GradersGradersGradersGraders  -- On May 14, we recognize our rising 6th graders and welcome them to our youth fellow-
ship by presenting them with a monogrammed Bible during the 10:30 a.m. service.  Please encourage these 
youth and their families as they enter a new stage here within the Body of  Christ. 
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Jan Gimbrone, and prepared for mailing each month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Argie 

Bennett, Rudy Gimbrone, Mary Jones, Marilyn Judd,  Dorothy Pepper, Tony Pepper, Jeannie Perry, Sam Strother, Sue Strother & Yuri Willcox. 

St. George’s Day – April 23
rd

 

The celebra on of our patron Saint was a fabulous day and a great follow up to our Easter celebra on the week 

before. This year was special because the feast actually fell on a Sunday, so there was a lot to do. Visi ng scholar, the 

Rev. Dr. Don ColleG, preached at 8:00 and 10:30 and gave an engaging lecture in the Parish Hall at 9:30 on the 

Christological themes of the Tabernacle in the Book of Exodus. A"er the service we gathered for refreshments 

bearing the mark of St. George! Parents of our children also gathered for lunch to learn more about the upcoming 

changes to Children’s Ministry and new opportuni es to get involved, like Children’s Chapel. 

During Holy Week, our Youth offered the Sta ons of the 

Cross on Monday.  This has become an annual tradi on for 

the whole congrega on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Village has done wonderful work with our chil-

dren's choir this program year!  Here they are singing on 

the 3rd Sunday lunch in March.  May 21 is our last 

3rd Sunday Lunch for the spring and the children will sing 

that day during the 10:30 a.m. service. 
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Return	Service	Requested	

SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES     
8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m.  

Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This 

mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18----20) We 20) We 20) We 20) We 

pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship————LoveLoveLoveLove————LearnLearnLearnLearn————ServeServeServeServe    
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