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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible 
School

9am—Noon
Monday-Friday  

July 11-15
St. George’s 

Episcopal Church
5520 Far Hills Ave.

Children Age 3 & Potty-Trained to rising 5th Graders

FREE ADMISSION
REGISTER ONLINE: stgeorgesdayton.org

WE NEED YOU to volunteer for VBS: July 11-15
Check the Sign-Up Board in the Welcome Lounge

Volunteer with Stations!
The Crews visit 4 different stations throughout the morning. 

We need 2 volunteers at each station! 
Talk with Wendy Thornewill for more info.

Volunteer with the Crews!
Kids are divided into different crews. We also separate out 

a crew just for preschoolers. 
Each crew needs 3 to 4 volunteer leaders.

Contact Bev Reno for more info.

VBS questions? Talk with the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane associate@stgeorgeohio.org
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Back in March I wrote about 
the mission of the church, 
to go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them 
and teaching all that Jesus 
commanded. This month I 
want to expand on that and 
discuss discipleship itself. 
So what exactly is a disciple 
of Jesus Christ? What is 
discipleship? 

There is a great line in the 
film Cry the Beloved Country 
(1995) said by an Anglican 
vicar in South Africa, “I am 
merely a sinner to whom 
God has shown mercy”. 
Through the blood of Christ, 
God has shown mercy in 
forgiving the sins of sinners 
and redeeming them from 
the debt all owe God. A 
disciple of Christ is one who 
has been redeemed by him.

The word ‘disciple’ liter-
ally means a learner. A 
disciple of Jesus learns from 
him. But Jesus is much 
more than just our cosmic 
Professor of Comparative 
Religions, and if you take 
good notes you’ll pass the 
“final exam”. Jesus actually 
gives us new minds and 
new desires to learn things 
we might not otherwise 
even want to know about. 
Paul repeatedly writes in his 
letters about the futility of 
the mind apart from Christ 
(Rom 1:18, 2 Cor 3:12-16, 
2 Cor 4:3-4, Eph 2:1-3, Col 
3:9-10), and that we are 
transformed by the renew-
ing of our minds (Rom 
12:3). This renewal, called 
regeneration in older times, 

is a gift of God, given freely 
and graciously through faith 
in Christ. Thus a disciple is 
one who has been regener-
ate, a new creation.  

A disciple is a follower of 
Jesus: we are his sheep, he 
is the Good Shepherd. But 
being a disciple must go 
much deeper than simply 
‘following’ Christ, as if all we 
need in life is a little direc-
tion or a good example and 
everything else is fine. Not 
only are we lost (“we all like 
sheep have gone astray”) 
but we are also dead. We 
don’t need directions, we 
need resurrection. Christ 
has died that in him we are 
forgiven, and he has been 
raised so that in him we are 
actually now finally alive – 
both in this life and in the 
age to come. Thus a disciple 
is one who is “lost but now 
is found, was dead but is 
now alive” (Luke 15:32).

Discipleship is then the 
maturing of a disciple, the 
outworking of being in 
Christ and of being con-
formed to his image, and 
it too is the work of God 
upon us. This is the life 
spent taking up your cross 
and following Jesus. This 
begins at baptism and lasts 
a lifetime, learning all that 
Christ commanded but also 
actually being shaped by it, 
as God changes us. In the 
olden days this was called 
sanctification.

There is much about being 
a Christian that is not in-
nate, self-evident, natural, 
or readily transcribed from 
culture. Many profess faith 
and think God is important, 
but this is not necessarily 
the same thing as disciple-
ship. I recall meeting with a 
young couple a number of 
years ago for pre-marriage 
counseling, both were 
baptized and raised in the 
church, both considered 
themselves good people 
and valued “spiritual things”. 
But they didn’t really go 

to church anymore, and 
they were completely taken 
aback when I gently began 
to teach them that liv-
ing and sleeping together 
before they were married 
was not in keeping with 
Christianity’s teaching on 
marriage and sexual be-
havior. They were devout, 
of a sort, but not formed, 
not discipled. Their thinking 
and subsequent behavior 
and values had not actually 
been shaped by the Chris-
tian faith they professed. 
Neither of them had ever 
realized this, and perhaps 
more sadly, no one had 
ever actually taught them 
any of this before. But God 
is good and gracious, and 
they listened, began asking 
good questions, and started 
to grow not just as a soon-
to-be married couple, but 
as a Christian soon-to-be-
married couple. 

G.K. Chesterton once wrote, 
“It is not that Christianity 
was tried and found want-
ing, it’s that it was found 
difficult and left untried.” 
Sometimes we don’t like 
being formed into the im-
age of Christ, and putting 
to death the sinful things 
we once loved, having to 
learn new things, let go of 
old things, or having to ask 
questions we are afraid to 
ask, or to find answers we 
don’t want to find. However, 
the purpose of the Gospel is 
not to produce shame, but 
instead “true repentance, 
amendment of life, and the 
grace and consolation of 
his Holy Spirit” (BCP p.42). 
Perhaps it is helpful to look 
at it this way: discipleship is 
simply the process whereby 
over time through Word 
and Sacrament, the working 
of the Holy Spirit through 
prayer, reflection, suffering, 
joy, and love, the disciple, 
the justified sinner, grows 
in their realization that they 
are more and more reliant 
on Jesus Christ, not less. 

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Music @ St. George’s
Save the date!  
Choir Recognition Sunday is June 5th this year. We will sing a Bach cantata (read the 
more detailed article on this page) with organ, strings, and recorder. Don’t forget us! 
In fact, the choir can be recognized every Sunday~we’re the ones in the back of the 
church, up overhead. You can greet us at the Peace each Sunday; please turn around 
and wave! After awhile, you will begin to recognize us!

New music every month!
When Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750) worked in Weimar, he was expected to 
write a cantata every month for the Palace Church (Schlosskirche) where he was the 
Court Organist. The Schlosskirche began in medieval times as a castle with a moat. 
About fifty years before Bach was born, the church was added. By the time Bach was 
composing there the palace housed the dukes of Weimar and was a flourishing cultural 
center. 

The cantata that the choir will offer on June 5th at the 10:30 a.m. service is BWV182, 
“Himmelskönig, sei willkommen”  (“King of Heaven, Welcome”—which we will sing in 
English translation).  The German prince 
Johann Ernst von Sachsen-Weimar had a plan that Bach should write a new cantata 
once a month, with the goal that in four years all the Sundays would be covered. This 
cantata was the first of these; it premiered on Palm Sunday, 1714.

The court also had a resident poet, named Salomon Franck. He wrote the text. Histori-
an Pamela Dellal notes that “the poetry derives from the entry into Jerusalem a similar 
entry into the heart of the believer, who should prepare himself and will be given heav-
enly joy in return.”

The music is very sunny, because it celebrates the joy that we derive 
as Christians in knowing Jesus’ Passion, and in the hope that we have 
that his suffering has made a path to heaven for us.

Come, worship with us on June 5th and enjoy this marvelous work!

Jeff
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

Pentecost is coming this month and I’d like to share just a few thoughts about the 
challenge and joy of being church.  We get our word “church” from the Greek word 
“ecclesia,” meaning “called-out assembly.”  The church is not an institution, but a radio-
active seed planted in the earth, a body of women and men planted in the middle of 
communities.  And what we have to offer changes everything and everyone around us.  
Many times the world reacts violently to our message and to our radically new life; just 
notice martyrs around the world.  But what we have to offer is the same no matter the 
context: we offer the cosmos-changing good news that Jesus Christ is alive, that he 
has overcome sin and death for us, and he has poured out his Holy Spirit on the eccle-
sia, the called-out assembly.

Think about that for a moment.  Do you imagine St. George’s as an institution?  Do 
you imagine yourself as a consumer?  Do you come here to receive goods and services 
from professionals?  Or…. are you part of a movement in which we call each other 
brother and sister, in which we share joy and pain together, in which God works out his 
saving purposes?  Are you a consumer at an institution or are you a partner in a move-
ment?  One of the early church fathers, Basil the Great once asked a hermit who lived 
alone, “whose feet do you wash?”  Basil was highlighting that God means for us to be 
in relationship not only with him but with one another – messy relationships around 
his table for Eucharist (worship), around yet another table for fellowship (love), around 
yet another table for Bible study (learn) and then waiting upon others, even at tables 
(serve).  Church is risky!  It involves real intimacy, being vulnerable with people who 
are just as imperfect and messy, people who have all kinds of gunk between their toes.  
If we’re being honest, we’ve got gunk between our toes too!    

But this is the gathering, the called-out assembly, on which rained down the Holy 
Spirit.  And the Holy Spirit continues to dwell in the church.  The church isn’t a neat, 
convenient “extra” in an individualistic approach to God (that’s the consumer model).  
That’s the problem with much of American Christianity.  No, Jesus Christ promised that 
he would be with his Body and love his own Body until the end of the age.  It’s through 
the church – this wild, radioactive seed planted in the world – that the mission goes 
forward.  Through the church the good news of Jesus Christ is shared.  Through the 
church lives are healed and transformed.  That’s Pentecost my brothers and sisters: fire 
from above that burns within our fellowship, within the Church, even to this day. 
Blessings!

Cal
Youth on Sunday  
 Mornings at 9:30
     
Bible Study for ALL YOUTH (Middle 
School & High School) at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Parish Hall Library
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family & Children’s Ministries
Family Ministries 

•3rd Sunday Lunch May 15 (Last of the Spring) 

This is a great, kid-friendly fellowship opportunity we have each month in the fall and spring.  Come 
and join us in the Undercroft following the 10:30 a.m. service on May 15 for a great time of fellow-
ship.  Like God’s grace, lunch is free.

• Mark for Everyone Feedback

This spring we’ve had an experiment and we’ve been really pleased with the initial buy-in from our 
church family.  We sold over 90 copies of Tom Wright’s Mark for Everyone and we know that many 
different ministries incorporated discussion of Mark.  Now we need to get some sense of our follow-
through.  The following evaluation may be brought to collection box in the narthex.  This evaluation 
sheet will also appear in the Sunday Orbit on May 15 and May 22.

1.  Did you read the whole of Mark’s Gospel this spring / finish up by end of May?

2.  Did you read Tom Wright’s Mark for Everyone / are on schedule to finish by end of May?

3.  Did you come to hear Dr. Anderson speak at the 9:30 Rector’s Bible Study on April 24?

4.  Did you encounter a study of Mark in one of our many ministries here (for example choir, 
prayer shawl, Wednesday program, etc)?

5.  Do you feel you have a better sense of scripture / Mark’s Gospel / how to approach 
scripture?

6.  Are you now thinking of joining a Bible Study?  Are you hungry for more?

7.  How could we have done this better?  Any thoughts you would like to share? 



For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org
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Youth Ministries (See Parish Website for full calendar) 

Youth Schedule for May

Sunday, May 1, 3-5 p.m. 
Mission Trip Prep & Fall Planning
ALL PARENTS / ALL YOUTH

Sunday, May 8, 4-6 p.m.
Youth Leading Evening Prayer as 
first part of the 5 p.m. Eucharist
All Youth Families Welcome!

 
Sunday, May 15, 1-3 p.m.

3rd Sunday Lunch and Putt-Putt
NEED ADULT VOLUNTEERS!

Sunday, May 22, 3-5 p.m.
Final Prep for Mission Trip 
(REQUIRED)  Safety Session!
 ALL PARENTS / ALL YOUTH

Sunday, May 29, 3-5 p.m.
End of Semester Pool Party
Marinole Swim Club
(Pam Pinchot, Judi Gaines)

Parish Financial Report

  January - March Finance Summary Year to Date      2016       2016
  January February March  Totals  3/12 Budget Total Budget
         
Income         
 Contributions $39,550   $43,865   $48,009    $131,424  $115,009   $460,037 
 Other Income   $2,540   $4,360   $2,031    $8,931      $5,125      $20,500 
Total Income  $42,090   $48,225   $50,040    $140,355  $120,134     $480,537 
         
Expenses         
 Parish Program  $8,488   $11,316   $12,035    $31,840    $30,083    $120,333 
 Personnel  $34,876   $17,890   $17,953    $70,719    $58,899    $235,598 
 Bldg/Ground  $23,210   $8,939   $12,763    $44,911    $35,501    $142,004 
Total Expenses  $66,574   $38,145   $42,751    $147,470  $124,484        $497,935 
        
Prior Yr Carry-over              $5,398 
       
Net Inc/(Exp) $(24,484)  $10,080   $7,289    $(7,115)   $(4,350)     $(12,000)

Summary Income/(Expense)

Children’s Ministries

Come and See our Godly Play Room, 
Sunday, May 1
Our vestry took the bold step of investing in form-
ing a Godly Play room downstairs and many of our 
volunteers have spent hours painting, putting in 
flooring, or sewing.  During coffee hour on Sunday 
May 1, we’d like to invite everyone (parents and 
others!) to come and see our progress.  We will 
do a formal blessing of the room as part of our fall 
kick-off.  

Acolyte & Graduation 
Recognition May 8th 

at the 10:30 a.m. service
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update

St George’s has a number of garden areas that are normally tended by volunteer members.  We very 
much appreciate the gardening and aesthetic skills our gardeners bring to the St George Campus.  

Garden Plot       Volunteer
Southwest corner along Far Hills      Bob Hard
St George’s Sign Garden         Bob Hard                          
North Drop-off Point Planters      Frank Gentner
Groundcover opposite Carousel House Entrance    Steve Gustafson
SW Corner of Church near Entrance            Steve Gustafson                     
South Garden under Stained Glass               Steve Gustafson
Large Planters along South Parking Lot      Steve Gustafson 
Upper Parking Lot Entrance Garden              Daly Family
Chapel Door to Air Conditioning Units     Joan & Steve Purdon
Patio and Garden potted plants        VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Memorial Plaque Gardens       VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
St Francis Garden Area                                  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Shade Garden by North Parking Lot     Stephanie Bange
Watering trees/plants during drought periods    VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We also need about six months of temporary help since Steve Gustafson dislocated his shoulder. If 
you can help fill these positions, contact Frank Gentner at 937-672-0169 or GentnerFC@aol.com.  

One new garden under development is the Shade / Meditation Garden along the north parking lot.  
Master Gardener Stephanie Bange has been working for some time to plant donated plants and 
bulbs in this area.  Plants in this area are suited for shady areas under  some of our large trees. This
spring they are particularly lovely. (See pictures below.)

St George Garden Areas
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SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

  22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 4:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 P.M.
         PENTECOST
Holy Eucharist 8 a.m. 
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist w/ 
Prayer Ministry
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
THIRD SUNDAY 
LUNCH 
Holy Eucharist 5:00 

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

MEMORIAL DAY
Office Closed

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds 5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

 29 30 31 


