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We’ve come to the close of our spring ACTS FOR EVERYONE program and we hope that everyone has 
been touched in some way by our engagement with this book – a story of the church on the move!  This 
has been a story of the Holy Spirit pushing the church into mission.  The repeated pattern that stands out 
in this story has been the apostles proclaiming Jesus, lives being changed because of that proclamation, and 
opposition emerging too.  But God wins!  We’ve also seen how the Holy Spirit used real people real people real people real people (like us!) 
to share the Good News about Jesus.  Along the journey we’ve seen serious challenges from outside the 
church and even from within it.  Has anything changed?  After reading Acts as a congregation, the question 
for us is whether we will be responsive to the power and presence of the Holy Spirit among us here and 
now?  Will we commit to proclaiming Jesus Christ through worshipworshipworshipworship, fellowshipfellowshipfellowshipfellowship, serviceserviceserviceservice, and educationeducationeducationeducation?  
Will we join in all these areas of healthy discipleship?  Or will we shuffle along in a nominal, cultural 
Christianity which ranks “going to church” (an odd expression usually meaning attending worship only) 
somewhere between 5th and 6th place in our life priorities?  How might we compare our experience of 
church with the church we find in Acts?   

Let’s close our engagement with Acts and ArtActs and ArtActs and ArtActs and Art, however, with this image from the Basilica of St. Paul 
outside the Walls in Rome.  The Luke-Acts drama begins in Jerusalem and it goes out to the ends of the 
earth, with Paul dying for his faith in Jesus in Rome.  The statue outside St. Paul’s Basilica shows Paul 
with his iconographic symbol, a sword.  Paul wrote in Ephesians 6 about the sword of the spirit – not one 
that is used for warfare or violence, but one that lays low the opponents of the Gospel: idols, worldly 
priorities, materialism, selfishness, pride.  May we, likewise, be armed with this sword of the spirit to push 
forward in the same apostolic mission, fighting the good fight and running the race (2 Tim 4:7).  

Acts & ArtActs & ArtActs & ArtActs & Art    



 

 2222    

WWWWORDORDORDORD    & & & & CCCCREEDREEDREEDREED    

Acts: Mission and Evangelism           by The Rev. Emmanuel Tuyishime 

Mission and evangelism. These are two 
concepts which sometimes are confused by the 
members of any given church. For our purpos-
es we will look at the biblical definitions of 
mission and evangelism, their history, and how 
we can apply that knowledge to the situation 
here at St. George’s. Mission is what Jesus 
called his disciples and followers to do. The 
way in which we do this is by the Spirit 
through the process of evangelism. This makes 
the words related to each other, but not synony-

mous.  

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles 
will always be the reference and source for 
learning about the church’s mission through 
evangelism. This makes a lot of sense because 
the Book of Acts is about the mission and ex-
pansion of the Early Church. If we attentively 
observe the mission of the Early Church, we 
see the apostles and disciples develop strategies 
to help and equip others for the mission work. 
Today we have those materials available to us 

in evangelism and mission the only thing is that 
the dedication of doing the work it is not the 
same as it was in the early church. Though the 
books and other digital material on evangelism 
are available today all show how many inspir-
ing stories in Acts shaped us to be who we are 

today.  

Today’s church should be aware that 
from the beginning the mission has been the 
heart of the early church. The great commis-
sion is not an indoor job, it is outdoor job 
where everyone is commanded to go out to 
spread the gospel. At St. George’s, why do we 
encourage members to invite friends to come 
and worship with us? Statistics show that 86% 
of people who comes to worship do so because 
of a personal invitation by a friend or relative. 
You ask how do you get them to come? You 
pick them up! This is the way to increase the 
number of visitors. We have seen that visitors 
bring visitors. This is like the sales at the mall, 
you know BOGO, you buy one and you get one 

for free. Everybody loves free!  

In the Book of Acts, we learn of the 
death of Stephen, the church’s first deacon. 
When the council members heard Stephen’s 
speech (Acts 7:1-53), they were angry and furi-
ous. But Stephen was filled with the Holy Spir-
it. He looked toward heaven, where he saw our 
glorious God and Jesus standing at his right 
side. Then Stephen said, “I see heaven open 
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Julie Shuman, and lovingly prepared for mailing each 
month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Diana Behme, Argie Bennett, Jean Case, Jim Kay, Mary 
Jones, Marilyn Judd, Myra Katovich, Carol & Ted Knox, Lynn Olive,Jeannie Perry, Sue Schryver, Ralph & Sue Stahl, 
Bettsy Wahl  & Yuri Willcox. 

Youth Events  Youth Events  Youth Events  Youth Events  ----    May & JuneMay & JuneMay & JuneMay & June    
May 5 Car-Wash Fundraiser for Mission Trip following 10:30 service 

      (Please email Jen Miller and let her know you can help) 

May 12 – Recognition Sunday 

                Acolytes, Graduating Seniors, &  

                 Presentation Bibles to rising 4th, 5th, and 6th graders 

June 2 to 7 – Mission Trip to Champaign County 

St. George’s on 

Easter Day 
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St. George’s Mission GoalsSt. George’s Mission GoalsSt. George’s Mission GoalsSt. George’s Mission Goals    
Looking ahead as a parish, after much reflection, prayer, and consultation with the Vestry, it is important for us as a 
parish to set clear goals in our life and ministry together. Setting good goals requires a clear mission purpose, and an 
accurate portrait of where we actually are as a parish. Here is a brief summary, originally presented in February at the 
Annual Meeting, and expanded during sermons in March, of where we are, where we need to be headed, and how we 
will get there.  
 

Mission à Focus à Goals 
Mission   
Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ. This mission comes directly from Jesus who 
said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teach 
them all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:18-20)… 

 

Focus 
…We pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of the Christian life:  
    Worship, Love, Learn, Serve. 

 

Goals 
Ministry of Presence – increase our active membership’s attendance at worship by at least 30% (ASA from 200 to 

at least 250). 
Ministry of Evangelism – add 100 distinct and new, active members over the next 5 years. 
Ministry of Stewardship – Set a baseline of giving at a half-tithe (5%) and strive to increase by 1% each year over 

the next five years. 
 

Rationale 
Setting goals requires having a good sense of where we are at the present. 

Overall St. George’s is a great, healthy church. Looking “under the hood” the following is noted: 
Even among active members attendance at worship services tends to occur with a low frequency. Like a library 

collection which at any time some 30% is not on the shelf but out in circulation, our parishioners tend to be out 
in circulation and not on a pew more than once a month or twice per six weeks.  

We have lots of visitors and are a truly friendly and welcoming church, but ASA has been steady-state at 200 to 
210 for the last nine years, likewise total membership is steady-state. 

The amount of individual pledges has generally increased over the last nine years, which is great, and we average 
10 new pledges per year, but the total number of pledging units has been steady-state at about 150 over the last 
five years (between 145 and 155). The parish average pledge ($2,950) is well below 10% of the average 
annual household income of Kettering ($44,000).  

 

How will we get there? 
Compelling, otherworldly preaching – the Word of God transcending our daily lives, calling us to commitment to 

the Body of Christ in sacrificial ways.  
Meaningful Community – when the friends and people we want to be with in our lives are the same people we 

look forward to seeing at church on Sunday; starting new fellowship groups.  
Vigorous Evangelism – continuing to be a welcoming church and integrate visitors who show up (passive 

evangelism), but also growing in our willingness and ability to invite people to church (active evangelism). 
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and the Son of Man standing at the right side 
of God!” The council members shouted and 
covered their ears. At once they all attacked 
Stephen and dragged him out of the city. Then 
they started throwing stones at him. The men 
who had brought charges against him put their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
As Stephen was being stoned to death, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, please welcome me!” 
He knelt down and shouted, “Lord, don’t 
blame them for what they have done.” Then he 

died (7:54-60). 

When Stephen was stoned to death, the 
Great Commission had taken on a new life and 
the followers recognized how serious this 
quest for changing the world was going to be. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and The Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you 
(Matthew 28:19-20). And remember I am with 

you always to the end of the age. The concept 
of evangelism requires a number of steps. First 
it is not an indoors activity of the church. You 
do not do this alone, not everyone has to pick 
people up. Some will welcome people who are 
visitors, others will offer prayer, and still oth-
ers may just talk and more importantly listen 
to these visitors. Evangelism is the only way 
we can expect to have the message of Jesus 
and God spread. We need to follow a simple 
formula to win people to Christ, “Make a 
friend, be a friend, Lead the friend to Christ.” 
It is what we have been commanded to do by 

Jesus.  

The British missionary to China, James 
Hudson Taylor, was the founder of the China 
Inland Mission. Taylor spent 51 years in China 
as a missionary until his death in 1905.He may 
have said it best. “The Great Commission is 
not an option to be considered; it is a com-

mand to be obeyed.” 
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…that St. George’s will be doing a new photo directory later this year. It has been almost ten years since 

our last pictorial directory was published, and its time for us to take another step in our community life 

together and put names with faces! Save the date: the week of  November 5November 5November 5November 5thththth    through the 9through the 9through the 9through the 9thththth    photo 

sessions with professional Lifetouch photographers will be held at the church (most likely in the Parish 

Hall). Whether single, a couple, or a family, you’ll sign of  for a time slot during this week to have your 

photo taken. The photo will be used for the new directory, and you only pay for the photos if  you want 

to order a set. The time of  year when this will happen is a natural point to be thinking about Christmas 

card photos, so this portrait session is a great opportunity for your Christmas photos as well.  

Details will be forthcoming at the end of  summer, but for now please mark these dates on your calendar. 

We will also be asking members of  the church to confirm their address and contact information when 

they come in for a portrait session, so our directory can be as accurate as possible.  

If  you are interested in joining the planning team for this event, please contact the Rev. Phillips 
(rector@stgeorgeohio.org or call 937-434-1781x102).  

Did  you know...Did  you know...Did  you know...Did  you know...    
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RRRReeeeaaaacccchhhhiiiinnnngggg    OOOOuuuutttt    
Alice Lloyd CollegeAlice Lloyd CollegeAlice Lloyd CollegeAlice Lloyd College    

 For two years, St. George’s has contributed to Alice Lloyd College, a 
small, four-year, liberal arts college in Central Appalachia that pro-
vides an education to qualified mountain students, regardless of their 
financial situation. Dave and Marty Cottrill learned about this college 
earlier and have visited the campus twice, where they witnessed a very 
engaged group of students being taught and mentored by staff and 
faculty members who take a great interest in them.  

 Founded in 1923, Alice Lloyd College offers a character-based edu-
cation, including a high-quality academic program (with a variety of 
majors, including science, education, and business), courses in leader-
ship, and service learning programs that emphasizes mountain people 
helping mountain people. Graduates are expected to honor a “moral 
contract” (nothing in writing) to remain or return to lead and serve 
in Appalachia. ALC graduates now staff area medical teams and local 
businesses or serve as teachers and superintendents of schools in sev-
eral Appalachian counties. Some are now faculty or staff members of 
the college. 

Alice Lloyd and June Buchanan, founders of the college, had a burn-
ing desire for each student to catch a vision of his or her purpose, a purpose that would eventually show itself in a life of service. 
Though the college is not affiliated with any denomination, it provides an atmosphere supported by Christian values that encour-
age high personal standards, and the college produces leaders for Appalachia who possess high moral and ethical values, an atti-
tude of self-reliance, and a sense of service to others. 

In recent years, ALC has ranked as a Top College for Graduating Students with the Least Amount of Debt, according to U.S. 
News & World Report. 

 Tuesday, May 14, St. George’s  will host a concert by the Voices of Appalachia from Alice Lloyd College. That night, families 
from St. George’s will be hosting student choir members (two at each home) overnight. Through their music, choir members 
strive to convey the deep feelings of mountain people for their heritage and region. The Voices of Appalachia was formed in 
1962. In addition to its annual tour and local performances, the group has performed on NBC’s The TODAY Show and a spe-
cial segment on CBS Sunday Morning. Choir members perform out of the love they hold for their heritage and the musical tradi-
tions that support their background.  

 Join us at church for the Voices of Appalachia concert: Join us at church for the Voices of Appalachia concert: Join us at church for the Voices of Appalachia concert: Join us at church for the Voices of Appalachia concert:     
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