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––––    Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday ––––        
March 25th  

8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist 
9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m. All Education programs occur as usual 

10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms in Memorial Garden (weather permitting) and Holy Eucharist with Dramatic Presentation of the 
Triumphal Entry 

5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist 
    

––––    Monday of Holy WeekMonday of Holy WeekMonday of Holy WeekMonday of Holy Week    ––––    
March 26th  

5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross, Led by Youth (Main Sanctuary) 
 

––––    Wednesday of Holy WeekWednesday of Holy WeekWednesday of Holy WeekWednesday of Holy Week    ––––    
March 28th  

11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross (Main Sanctuary) 
  

––––    Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday ––––    
March 29th     

7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Foot-Washing 
 

––––    Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday ––––    
March 30th  

NoonNoonNoonNoon Stations of the Cross (Main Sanctuary) 
7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy 

 

––––    Holy Saturday Holy Saturday Holy Saturday Holy Saturday ––––    
March 31st   

A Day of Sabbath Rest, no services 
 

––––    EEEEASTERASTERASTERASTER    DDDDAYAYAYAY    ––––    
April 1st    

8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m. Easter Vigil & Eucharist (nursery care is not available) 
No Education hour at 9:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m. Festal Eucharist (w/ incense, nursery care available). Children will be invited to the Flowering of the Cross and then to 
Children’s Chapel 

There will be no 5:00 p.m. service on EasterThere will be no 5:00 p.m. service on EasterThere will be no 5:00 p.m. service on EasterThere will be no 5:00 p.m. service on Easter    
____________________________________________________________________    

    

DONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERSDONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERSDONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERSDONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERS may be made at any time between now and Easter. Envelopes for making your donation are in the 
pews or in the church office during the week (M-Th,8:30am-3:30pm). Memorials which are received by Sunday, March 18th will appear in the Easter 

Sunday bulletin. Please call the parish office with any questions, 434-1781. 



 

 2222    

WWWWORDORDORDORD    & & & & CCCCREEDREEDREEDREED    

Remembering your BaptismRemembering your BaptismRemembering your BaptismRemembering your Baptism                                                                                                            

The following reflection was written by the Rev. Sarah Puryear 

who serves on the staff of St. George’s Episcopal Church in 

Nashville, TN.  It appeared recently on the weblog Covenant, a 

web ministry of The Living Church magazine. 
A few weeks ago, on the Feast of the Baptism of our 

Lord, I brought my three-year-old son into the service to watch 

the baptisms. He watched and listened very carefully and was 

quickly full of questions. First, he wanted to know if his little 

sister was going to be baptized; I told him that she was baptized 

a year ago. Afterward, on the way back to his childcare room, 

he wanted to know if he had been baptized; yes, he was 

baptized here at this church when he was three months old on 

All Saints Day. 

The discussion continued at home; he wanted to see his 

baptismal candle, and after we found it in his baptism box, he 

wanted to light it. This led to half an hour sitting on the kitchen 

floor while he poured water over my hand with a little shell, 

anointed my hand with some olive oil in the sign of the cross, 

and handed me a candle — over and over and over again. It was 

a holy moment for me as his mother to watch him so engaged 

with the symbols and language of baptism, a moment due more 

to providence and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (a program 

similar to Godly Play) than to some master plan on my part for 

his Christian formation. 

That experience with my son got me thinking about 

Moses’ command to the people of Israel: “Keep these words 

that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to 

your children and talk about them when you are at home and 

when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 

Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on 

your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house 

and on your gates” (Deut. 6:6-9). 

Though it was given millennia ago, this commandment 

reflects a key insight into faith formation: for children to truly 

inherit their parents’ religion, they must hear about it and talk 

about it outside of holy spaces and religious rituals. They must 

discuss it at home and on the road, at different times of day, 

before bed and after waking up. Parents should go a step beyond 

using words to bring faith into their homes; they should post 

symbols around their home as a visible reminder at all times of 

their faith. 

One of the main subjects we should discuss with our 

children is their baptism, since it is the sacrament of initiation 

into life in Christ, and since most of them are too young to 

remember the event firsthand. However, trying to “explain” 

baptism to a child seems daunting, even for someone with a 

Master of Divinity. Knowing what to say and whether you’re 

saying too much or too little can be a challenge. It may help us 

to take a cue from Deuteronomy: to rely not just on words, but 

to use symbols placed around our home to prompt these 

conversations. Displaying items related to our children’s 

baptism in our homes will inevitably lead them to ask questions, 

which is always a great place to start a conversation with a 

curious child. If your child was baptized in the Episcopal 

Church as an infant, it’s likely you already have some or all of 

the following items: 

The Baptismal Candle 

I was interested to learn during my training as a 

catechist with Catechesis of the Good Shepherd that, when 

teaching about baptism, we show children the symbol of the 

candle first rather than the water. Young children are especially 

drawn to the light; perhaps our attraction to light is an 

instinctual response to the God’s very first act of creating light 

in Genesis.  On the anniversary of your child’s baptism, light 

the baptismal candle during dinner. Recall the day of baptism 

and how your child has been made a part of Christ’s body and 

given Christ’s light. If your child’s godparents live nearby, ask 

them to join you for dinner. You can read Scripture verses like 

Genesis 1:3, John 1: 9, John 8:12, Matthew 5:14, and 

Philippians 2:15. If you no longer have your child’s baptism 

candle, just pick up a white candle. 
The White garment 

The white garment is a sign of the new life we receive 

in Christ. Its whiteness is bright like the light of the candle, 

displaying the light of Christ within us. It is a sign of holiness, 

for we are set apart in baptism to become part of God’s holy 

people. Many of us use family baptismal gowns that are passed 

around as new babies are born, so we may not have it at our 

home. If you do, show your child the baptismal gown; if not, 

show a photo of your child wearing the gown on the baptism 

day. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 about becoming a new creation in 

Christ. 
Photos and baptismal certificates 

Showing children photos of their baptism helps them to 

see that it really happened, and to see that you and their 

godparents made promises on their behalf. Tell them about the 

promise that you made to raise 

them as Christians, and tell 

them why that is important to 

you.  Why not frame the 

certificate and proudly hang it 

in your home.  

 
(continued on bottom of page 3) 
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Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…                    by the Rev. Ben Phillips    
……this year for Easter we will be observing the Vigil with Holy Eucharist at the 8:00am service. The 

Easter Vigil, or the Great Vigil of Easter as it is also called, has been celebrated by Chris#ans since at 

least the second century. Next to the celebra#on of the Eucharist and rites of Bap#sm, it is likely the 

oldest form of worship in Chris#anity. The use of candles in darkness, the songs, the readings, and 

the prayers have been in con#nued use since at least the sixth or fi*h centuries. Originally the Vigil 

began at sunset on Holy Saturday and lasted the whole night, with the Easter Eucharist then being 

celebrated either at sunrise or at midnight. For many years at St. George’s on Easter our two 

services were virtually iden#cal, the only difference being there was no incense or brass at the 8:00. 

This year the 10:30 will s#ll be our standard Festal Eucharist like we have always done with brass 

and incense, Flowering of the Cross and so forth. The 8:00 service will begin with the Vigil, albeit a 

shortened version so that there will s#ll be a Eucharist and fit it all into our normal #me frame 

(there will not be incense). The Vigil service is centered around the Old Testament themes of the 

Passover and water, and also centered on the significance of bap#sm. The service begins in rela#ve 

darkness, given the hour and #me of year, with the ligh#ng of the Pascal Candle and the singing of 

the Exsultet. The liturgy of the word centers on reading from the Old Testament, including the Flood, 

the Israelite’s crossing of the Red Sea, and the promises of the prophets of the an#cipated New 

Covenant which point us to Christ, who is the true Passover Lamb. Then follows the renewal of our 

Bap#smal Covenant and then on to the celebra#on of the Easter Eucharist. So come and be a part of 

something new this Easter, which is in fact something very ancient.  

Word & Creed (continued)Word & Creed (continued)Word & Creed (continued)Word & Creed (continued)    
Children’s books about baptism 

There are plenty of books for children about baptism, so I’ll mention my favorite here. In 2013 Archbishop Justin Welby 

released a beautiful video to mark the occasion of Prince George’s baptism. Toward the end of the video, Archbishop Welby 

read the following powerful words from the baptism liturgy of the French Reformed church: 

For you Jesus Christ came into the world: 

for you he lived and showed God’s love; 

for you he suffered the darkness of Calvary and cried at the last, “It is accomplished”; 

for you he triumphed over death and rose in newness of life; 

for you he ascended to reign at God’s right hand. 

All this he did for you, though you do not know it yet. 

I find this liturgy so moving, in its powerful description of God’s love for us before we knew or loved him. As a result, I 

was delighted to find a board book called At Your Baptism that presents the text of this baptismal liturgy to young children. 

Once you’ve rescued your child’s baptism items from the mothballs and into circulation in your home, I encourage you 

to have your child present whenever baptisms are conducted at your parish. Some churches invite children to sit up close during 

baptisms so they can see what’s happening. Be attentive to any questions they ask during or after the service, and be ready to 

take them home after church and remember together what God has done for them in their baptism. 



 

 

John for EveryoneJohn for EveryoneJohn for EveryoneJohn for Everyone    
In January we had a number of special presenta#ons during the 9:30 a.m. educa#on hour to prepare 

for the John for Everyone parish-wide Bible reading program. On Sunday January 28
th

 our presenter 

was Brother Andrew Kosmowski from the University of Dayton’s Marian Library. Brother Andrew 

gave an in-depth mul#media presenta#on on illuminated Bibles featuring images from Marc Chagall, 

Gustav Dore, and Salvador Dali. He also brought a number of texts for parishioners to examine up 

close. The centerpiece was a full folio volume of the illuminated St. John’s Bible (pictured below). 

Our John for Everyone is now in full swing, and during Lent there will be a sermon series focusing on 

the John called “Grace and Truth: The I Am Sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of John”. For more 

informa#on about the J4E program please see the church website.  
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Reaching OutReaching OutReaching OutReaching Out    
Through grants from our Social Issues Commission, the people of St. 

George's support the Dayton Food Bank.  This local nonprofit serves a 

unique role in the Greater Dayton community by acquiring and then 

distribu#ng foodstuffs to more than 100 member food pantries, 

community kitchens and shelters throughout the Miami Valley.  The 

Dayton Episcopal Food Pantry, located at St. Andrew's on Salem Avenue, is 

a member pantry, and St. George's parishioners who volunteer there have 

seen the cans of fruits and vegetable, jars of jelly and peanut buGer, and 

bags of pasta, beans, and rice that come from the Dayton Food Bank each 

month. 

 

In addi#on to food distribu#on, the Food Bank provides space for a community garden that provides fresh produce 

such as leGuce, tomatoes, beans and herbs to local pan#es.  The annual Holiday Aid food drive that many local 

schools par#cipate in benefits the Food Bank, and our local students also benefit as they have an opportunity to 

reach out to people in need.  To learn more about the Dayton Food Bank and about how you could become involved. 

YOUTH GROUP IN MARCHYOUTH GROUP IN MARCHYOUTH GROUP IN MARCHYOUTH GROUP IN MARCH    

Sunday Bible Studies at 9:30 (High School in Library / Middle School in Chapel) 

 

March 11 A*er the 10:30 a.m. service – Lunch 

together and then Air Force Museum Trip 

 

March 25 A*er the 10:30 a.m. service – Lunch 

together and prep for Youth-Led Sta#ons  

 

March 26 (Monday in Holy Week) 5:30 Youth-Led Sta#ons of the Cross for the 

Congrega#on 
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“Come to the Table” Exhibit “Come to the Table” Exhibit “Come to the Table” Exhibit “Come to the Table” Exhibit     
coming in April  coming in April  coming in April  coming in April      

We need some hosts!We need some hosts!We need some hosts!We need some hosts!    

As part of our John for Everyone program, we’re so blessed to host an art exhibit called 

“Come to the Table” during Easter#de.  We have this collec#on from an organiza#on 

called Chris#ans in the Visual Arts (civa.org) and the exhibit itself will feature thirty 2D 

and four 3D pieces each reflec#ng that major theme in John’s Gospel of the Lord’s 

Feast.   

 

The Gallery will be located in the Welcome Lounge and will be available for viewing on 

Sunday mornings April 8, 15, 22, 29, and May 6.  We also want to make the gallery 

more widely available for our surrounding community!  This is an opportunity to 

welcome people to our church!  If you want a way to help us reach people, here it is.  

We want to open the gallery on Tuesday & Wednesday evenings, 5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m., 

April 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, and May 1, and 2.  We want to get 2 volunteer hosts for 

each of those 2-hour shi*s.  You don’t have to give tours, just welcome folks with a 

smile.  A sign-up board will be in the Welcome Lounge.  If you’ve got ques#ons, talk 

with the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane associate@stgeorgeohio.org. 
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This summer our VBS will be held Monday-Friday, July 9 – 13 and we’re doing 

something new, an Evening VBS!  We will begin with supper in the Undercro* 

at 5:30 p.m. and the whole program ends at 7:30 p.m.  The crews will move 

through 2 sta#ons each night instead of four.  Here are some of the “pros” for 

this experiment: 

 

• People who work can volunteer.  And we’ve got supper wai#ng for 

you! 

• Sta#on leaders will develop only 3 “lesson plans” instead of five.  Less 

work! 

• It’s less #me and therefore less stressful for our key leaders.  Ben’s 

sabba#cal will mean Cal will have increased pastoral responsibili#es. 

 

The boGom line is that VBS should be far more manageable and accessible for 

our working volunteers and less stressful for our “veterans.”  There is a SIGN 

UP board in the welcome lounge.  Let’s get it filled up.  We can do this 

together and form disciples for Jesus Christ (and don’t forget, that’s Job #1 for 

the church).  If you’ve got ques#ons, talk with the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane 

associate@stgeorgeohio.org. 

VBS 2018 VBS 2018 VBS 2018 VBS 2018 ––––    July 9July 9July 9July 9----13 13 13 13     
in the EVENINGin the EVENINGin the EVENINGin the EVENING! 
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