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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

St. George’s Annual Golf Scramble

 August 1st beginning at Noon!  
A best ball outing at Yankee Trace. 
Get your foursome together now! 

Anyone can play, even if you don’t play golf. There’ll 
be practice balls and a lesson in the first hour and 
18 holes starting at 1p.m. The tournament will be 
followed by a picnic and award ceremony at the 
home of Doug and Bev Reno starting at 5:30 p.m. 
The cost for all of the events for golfers will be $65 
per person.
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

The world can inspire us, 
and the world can horrify 
us. You will most likely 
be reading this just days 
before the celebration of 
our Nation’s birthday on 
the 4th, a time of thanks-
giving and gratitude for 
the many freedoms and 
blessings we have been 
given, marked with fire-
works, social gatherings, 
and patriotic music. Very 
much an inspiring event 
in every good sense of 
the word. However, at 
the time of writing this 
it has been just a week 
since the tragic shoot-
ings in Charleston. This 
past Sunday, as a sign of 
compassion and solidar-
ity with those grieving at 
Emmanuel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church 
we held a prayerful time 
of silence and rang our 
bells. In times of distress 
we ask, what does our 
faith in Jesus Christ call 
us to do in response to 
such horrific events? In a 
number of ways Scripture 
is quite clear and quite 
simple – mourn with 
those who mourn, grieve 
with those who grieve, 
and pray for those who 
are hurting. Indeed, our 
hearts and prayers go 
out to the families and 
friends of those whose 
lives were tragically 

taken while welcoming 
a stranger to their Bible 
Study. 
It is easy and, frankly, 
quite natural to feel 
anger at the perpetra-
tor as well as the culture 
and toxic vein of racism 
and hate which motivated 
him. Like many of you I 
have been reading and 
listening to a variety of 
responses to last week’s 
events, ranging from 
calls to greater anger 
in the African American 
community, to calls for 
forgiveness and unity. It 
is the latter which begins 
to strike a chord with the 
more difficult teaching of 
Jesus to forgive our en-
emies.  It can be hard to 
forgive the ones we love, 
it takes a divine grace to 
forgive our enemies. The 
world can indeed inspire 
us, and can horrify us, 
but it cannot save us. 
It is the love and grace 
of Jesus Christ which 
heals wounds, and brings 
people of every race, and 
tongue, and nation into 
one Body. It is to His love 
and grace we must turn 
and trust, both for our-
selves and those who are 
hurting. 
In the wake of all of 
this, I have also been 
drawn to learn more 
about the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church 
itself. Admittedly, I did 
not know much about 
it, and decided to do 
something about that. 
The AME was founded 
in the 1790s in Philadel-
phia by Richard Allen, 
a former slave and lay 
minister at St. George’s 
Methodist Church in 
Philadelphia. When the 
white congregation tried 

to segregate its growing 
African population for 
worship services, Allen 
along with Absalom Jones 
(another lay minister in 
the church) led a walk-
out and founded the Free 
African Society. The FAS 
was originally an as-
sistance organization to 
help newly freed slaves 
and immigrants adjust to 
life in the United States. 
It was from the FAS that 
Allen founded Bethel Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1794, a church 
theologically Method-
ist, but organized with 
bishops, and which gave 
rise to the AME denomi-
nation. Many of the other 
Africans who were part of 
the FAS were Anglicans 
prior to the Revolution, 
and so with them Absa-
lom Jones founded St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Philadelphia, and was 
ordained deacon and 
then priest as their first 
Rector. Absalom Jones 
is a major figure in the 
Episcopal Church, and in 
fact we have in our own 
St. George’s a stained 
glass window commemo-
rating him as the first Af-
rican American ordained 
priest in the Episcopal 
Church. 
May the Lord bring unity 
out of strife, love out of 
hate, understanding out 
of confusion, and grace 
to his hurting world. May 
we strive to be instru-
ments of his Gospel in all 
places and times.

Yours in Christ,

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Senior Warden
Do you own a home? Are you experiencing the “joys” of home ownership this 
summer? Do you faithfully and prudently budget for a certain amount of repairs 
every year only to find yourself blindsided by a spate of maintenance items?
One of my favorite movies is the Money Pit starring a young Tom Hanks and 
Shelley Long of Cheers fame. One of the best scenes in the movie involves a 
beautiful, graceful spiral staircase (similar to the one in Gone with the Wind) that 
completely disintegrates as Tom Hanks tries to ascend it. It is the coup de grace’ 
to a week in which every facet of the house is revealed to be defective and in 
need of replacement - hence the title “money pit”.

Here at St. Georges we are the proprietors of a house as well - God’s house. 
Despite herculean efforts on the part of the Dragon Slayers, and scrupulous at-
tention to costs by Buildings & Grounds, we sometimes find ourselves blindsided 
with the costs of upkeep of this beautiful facility. 

Last night at a Finance Commission meeting we reviewed St. Georges budget 
with respect to maintenance and repair expenditures for 2015. It appears we 
have a combined $725 remaining in the Budget to support repairs for the rest 
of the year. While almost all the [previously approved] projects undertaken this 
year have come in under budget, one expenditure has blown a virtual hole in 
our maintenance budget - $4,500 for unforeseen repairs to two church chim-
neys. Expenditures for both of these were thoroughly vetted through Buildings & 
Grounds, Finance and the Vestry. Things happen.

We certainly have financial resources to handle future needed repairs, but the 
essence of good stewardship is planning for and marshalling scare resources to 
meet the various missions and ministries of our church.

So, if you can find it in your heart to contribute some small amount to the St. 
Georges maintenance fund, either through the quarterly envelope included with 
your pledge packet or  the envelopes in each of the pews, it would be much ap-
preciated. Rest assured that your contribution will be greatly appreciated and will 
go towards specific, identifiable repairs and improvements to our beautiful facili-
ties. 

Experience the joy and satisfaction of contributing to the repair, maintenance and 
ultimate beautification of God’s house! 

Max
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,
  
I’m a fan of reading spiritual authors from across the history of Christianity.  Sometimes these 
authors are called mystics and I’ve found some of their writings very helpful as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ.  I even taught a seminary course on the history of Christian spiritual writings 
during the reformation.  But there is a problem.  While they are sometimes helpful, more of-
ten these authors can be confusing and can distract the average Christian from the basic, day 
to day life of a would-be follower of Jesus.  I preached a sermon back in June about a ques-
tion: what is God doing with us, those of us who’ve been washed in baptism, who feed at his 
table, and who day by day put our trust in him.  What is God doing with us?  

First, I want to emphasize that God’s work is God’s work.  He is the author and finisher of 
our faith (Hebrews 12:2).  Make no mistake: you are not about to twist yourself up enough 
to make yourself into a New Creation (2 Cor 5:17).  New Creation is what God will do as you 
stand before him in faith, trusting and delighting in his Grace.  So on that note, let me talk 
about the Christian life in some very concrete terms.  These are not in the least mysterious, 
mystical, or ethereal (in fact I hasten to add there is a venerable tradition known as practical 
spirituality from which I’m drawing).

This is an area I want to talk about in my space in the monthly Orbit over the next few 
months and for this month’s article, let me just talk about worship.  Humanity was made for 
worship.  Humanity yearns for worship and if we aren’t worshipping the living God we will 
worship something else.  So the urge to worship is there naturally.  But worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth (John 4:24) must be learned.  It must become habit.  Joining with fellow 
Christians in the body of Christ (the Church) eventually becomes so ingrained that you ache 
when you go without it.  It just feels weird not to worship with the Church.  Not coming Sun-
day by Sunday, likewise habituates a different habit.  And you will wind up worshipping some-
thing else.  Notice clearly that you’ll still worship, but what you worship will likely not be the 
living God.  It might be your job, your hobbies, even your family.  That last one might sound 
strange.  Aren’t we called to “put family first.”  Indeed we are!  Putting family first means 
bringing the family to church for worship.  When we hold back from worship with the church, 
we’re rejecting one of the best things we can do for our kids and for our family.  When we 
hold back from worship with the church, we are decidedly not putting “family first.”

Again, the Christian life is not mysterious or ethereal.  Many of 
our brothers and sisters in history have had very deep, power-
ful experiences of God and their writings can be helpful.  But I 
sometimes think that such mystical writers are helpful only after 
years and years of concentrating on the basics of discipleship 
and trusting in God’s grace (again I’m actually drawing from an 
old school of practical spirituality with rather famous names like 
St. Benedict and Thomas Kempis).  It’s a joy to walk the path 
of Christian discipleship with you my brothers and sisters of St. 
George’s Church and I look forward to next month when we’ll 
talk more about the “basics.”  

Blessings,

Cal
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family, Youth & Children’s Ministry
Kid’s Corner in the Summer
During the Summer (June 7-Aug 9) we shift from having Sunday School to a much 
shorter lesson for children during the sermon.  Can you volunteer to help?  WE NEED 
YOU!   Please sign-up in the Welcome Lounge.

Youth Canoe Trip
On Sunday afternoon, July 5, the youth will gather for a canoe trip.  Bring a change of 
clothes to church on Sunday.  We’ll have lunch together then head out!  Make sure you 
fill out a parent permission slip have that in-hand on Sunday morning.  The cost is $10 
per person (which includes lunch) with a cap at $23 per family.  We’ll be back by 6pm. 

Youth Local Summer Mission
On Tuesday and Wednesday, July 7 & 8, our youth will be volunteering with Habitat 
for Humanity.  Youth must be 14 or over to participate.  On both days we will gather 
at St. George’s at 8:30am and then head together to the work site.  We’ll be back by 
4:30pm.  Make sure you fill out a parent permission slip have that in-hand on Tuesday 
morning.  

Youth Bible Study
Youth Bible Study will resume on July 5 in the parish hall library.  On the Sundays in 
July we’re going to talk about Baptism and what the Bible has to teach us about this 
sacrament.  We have a Baptism on July 19 so this is a great time to think about its 
meaning in our own lives.

Confirmation is coming!
If you’re a youth or adult interested in confirmation, plan on coming to an Informa-
tion Session in the Parish Hall on Aug 2 and Aug 9.  Confirmation is a mature affirma-
tion of faith with laying on of hands by a bishop.  Youth should decide on their own if 
they wish to be confirmed and we encourage older youth (high school, for example).  
Should you plan on being confirmed when the bishop visits on Oct 25, we would like 
a firm commitment by Aug 9 to joining our classes.  Separate confirmation classes for 
youth and adults will be offered on Sunday mornings (in addition to a non-confirmation 
Youth Bible Study).   Youth confirmands will go on an overnight retreat (strongly en-
couraged, not required) at the Procter Center, Friday Sept 18.

Youth-Sponsored Coffee Hour - Aug 9
Come out on Sunday August 9 and support our youth and acolyte ministries!  Talk with 
Judi & Greg Gaines for more information.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Family, Youth & Children’s Ministry (cont.)
Vacation Bible School 
EVEREST: Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power
VBS will be July 27-31, Mon-Fri, 9 a.m. to Noon.  Registration for kids is open now!  
Can you volunteer to help?  We have all kinds of different roles, includes things you 
can do even if you can’t be present on-site during the week.  WE NEED YOU!  Please 
sign-up to help in the Welcome Lounge.

Volunteer with Stations!
Kids visit 4 different stations 

throughout the day.  We need 
volunteers for 2 remaining sta-
tions: Bible Expeditions and the 

Opening/Closings (with Cal)  
You get to tell stories, 

sing songs, and have fun!

Volunteer with the Crews!
Kids are divided into 4 different 
crews each of which has an even 
balance of ages.  Each crew needs 
3 to 4 volunteer leaders.  The 
leaders take the crews from 
Station to Station.

Donate materials
We need lots of things you probably have around your house.  Check out the bulletin 
board in the hallway—it’s setup like a giving tree!  Just take a slip and donate!  You’re 
welcome to bring it to the Christian Ed Office downstairs.

Acolyte Training
Sunday, August 23, 2015

On Sunday, August 23rd, after the 10:30 ser-
vice, St. George’s will offer Acolyte Training. This 
is for both CURRENT and NEW acolytes. Any 
youth entering the 5th grade or higher is invited 
to join our team of acolytes! Acolytes typically 
serve at 2-3 services over a 2 month time frame. 
Please join us in the Undercroft for lunch and a 
brief parent meeting before the youth head to 
the Sanctuary for their training. Please contact 
Judi Gaines, Acolyte coordinator, at jlgaines14@
gmail.com or call or text at (937) 219-3294 with 
any questions and to R.S.V.P. by Sunday 8/16 
(we need to know who is attending in order to 
accurately plan for lunch).
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Parish Financial Report

Summary Income/(Expense)          
   January - May Financials Year to Date     2015     2015
  January   February    March    April         May Totals 5/12 Budget Total Budget  
Income          
 Contributions $42,802   $25,702   $50,050   $37,343   $36,456      $192,353  $190,136  $456,328 
 Other Income    $2,290   $12,271     $5,803    $2,785     $2,245        $25,394    $13,808     $33,140 
Total Income       $45,092   $37,973    $55,853  $40,128   $38,701       $217,747   $203,945   $489,468 
          
Expenses          
 Parish Program   $9,052    $8,389     $10,335   $13,805   $10,391        $51,972    $50,471   $121,131 
 Personnel $23,270   $20,767   $19,989    $19,501  $19,621      $103,148   $101,633  $243,921 
 Bldg/Ground $16,060   $11,111   $13,605      $8,750   $9,158  $58,684    $55,033  $132,081 
Total Expenses $48,382   $40,267   $43,929    $42,056  $39,170       $213,804  $207,139   $497,133 
          
Net Inc/(Exp) $(3,290)  $(2,294)   $11,924    $(1,928)   $(469)   $3,943      $(3,194)    $(7,665)

Summer Cleaning:  Both the Parish Hall and Undercroft Kitchen will 
be getting a thorough cleaning and reorganization over the next couple 
of months. Please check the facility for any personal items such as serv-
ing dishes, pots/pans, vases, clothes etc. as soon as possible.  Unclaimed 
items will either be thrown away or donated to the rummage sale.

The Parish Picnic August 15 will start at 5:30 pm, on the 
front lawn of the Rectory. Pot Luck with burgers hot dogs, 
and brats supplied by St. George’s. There will be no cost 
to picnickers but please bring a dish to share with other 
families. Richard Carr is the head organizer for this func-
tion and will need volunteers for setup, some fun games 
for the kids and grill chefs. Please sign up for a position 
on the display in the Welcome Lounge. You can let people 
know what you’re bringing on the sign up display as well. 
You can call Richard at 245-1735 to volunteer. So bring a 
dish to share and join in the festivities!

Annual Parish Picnic

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS have evolved!  
We now have the capability to send the contribution statements via email.  If you are 
interested in receiving yours by email, please send a note to business@stgeorgeohio.
org, all others will be sent out as usual via snail mail.  Contribution statements are 
normally sent out on a quarterly schedule, although March was missed, the next run 
will be through June to be sent early July.  
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JULY 2015
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

        1  2 3 4

 5   6  7  8  9 10 11    

 12   13 14    15 16 17  18

19 20 21                     22  23 24 25 

 
Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.

Lectionary Bible 
Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist & 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Lectionary Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 8 a.m. 
Lectionary Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Lectionary Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds
5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

26 27 28 29 30 31

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l    9  a . m .  t o  N o o n


