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VBS DONATIONS BOARD 

Please take a look at the Dona�ons Board in the hallway and see how you 

can help us gather materials for Vaca�on Bible School.  Take a �cket and 

follow the direc�ons.  Please bring dona�ons STARTING JUNE 12 to the 

Godly Play room.  We can’t take dona�ons before then because we do not 

have storage space.  

Vacation Bible School  

July 10-14, 9 a.m. to Noon 

online registration is open 

We are only taking kids who have REGISTERED 

on our website this year due to our limited staff.  We 

cannot take Walk-Ins.  So please REGISTER NOW 

on our website.  It's easy and FREE. 
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Luther’s Great DiscoveryLuther’s Great DiscoveryLuther’s Great DiscoveryLuther’s Great Discovery                                                                                        by by by by The Rev. Benjamin PhillipsThe Rev. Benjamin PhillipsThe Rev. Benjamin PhillipsThe Rev. Benjamin Phillips    

Around the year 1515, Mar�n Luther ‘discovered’ 

something. He had spent many years as a monk and as a 

university professor struggling to love God, a God whose jus�ce 

and judgment terrified Luther and only created anger in him 

towards God. In 1492 Christopher Columbus ‘discovered’ the 

new world, but his discovery was nothing new – people had 

been living there for millennia, and westerners as far back as 

the Vikings in the 11
th
 century and even possibly the Chinese in 

the early fi-eenth century
1
 had been exploring the Americas. 

Like Columbus, in one sense Luther’s discovery wasn’t new, it 

was in fact quite old. It had just been forgo0en, ignored, or 

downplayed for so long that when Luther blew the dust off the 

surprise was so startling it was like a new discovery.  

And what was Luther’s great discovery? It had to do 

with the righteousness of God for sinners. Luther be0er than 

most was well aware of his sinful nature, and he had been 

taught that sins must be confessed and absolved in order for 

someone to be right with God. On the Last Day when a final 

accoun�ng must be given Luther feared he would be found 

wan�ng. Penance offered no relief, for the more he examined 

himself and confessed his sins, the more sins he discovered. 

Like weeding a garden, the more you pull weeds and look for 

them, the more you find! He even turned to mys�cism for a 

�me to quiet his troubled conscience. The mys�cs argued that 

all one had to do was love God. Sounds simple! However, how 

can one love a God whose jus�ce hangs over you, and how do 

you know you have loved sufficiently? How do you know God is 

for you, not against you? 

The turning point began around 1512 when Luther was 

teaching on the Psalms. He knew the en�re Psalter by heart 

from his days as a monk, but as he taught the Psalms he began 

to see the voice of Christ speaking through the voice of the 

psalmists. Luther began to see in the Psalms Christ suffering 

trials similar to his own. He began to see Christ with him and 

for him.  

The great discovery itself came when Luther was 

lecturing on Paul’s le0er to the Romans. In chapter 1, verse 17 

Paul writes, “in the gospel the jus�ce [or righteousness, 

δικαιοσυνη] of God is revealed… from faith to faith, as it is 

wri0en, ‘the just shall live by faith’”. But for Luther the jus�ce 

and righteousness of God was unbearable. How could the 

revealing of God’s jus�ce/righteousness possibly be good news, 

gospel, for sinners? Wouldn’t the revealing of God’s jus�ce be 

‘bad news’ for sinners? What could Paul possibly have meant?!  

Then it clicked. Paul did not mean that the 

‘righteousness of God’ in the gospel was the just punishment of 

sinners (that is what the Law of God serves to do, as Luther 

would later work out, see his 1518 Heidelberg Disputa�on
2
). 

Instead the righteousness of God that Paul is referring to is the 

righteousness of God that is given to sinners who live by faith. 

In other words, the righteousness of the just is not their own, 

but God’s, who gives it to them. He gives it to them not 

because they are already righteous, or because they fulfill the 

demands of the law and divine jus�ce, but simply because God 

desires to graciously give it to them. Thus the doctrine of 

jus�fica�on (righteousness) by faith doesn’t mean that what 

God demands of us is faith, and when we give it to him he 

rewards us with righteousness. Instead jus�fica�on by faith 

means that both righteousness and the faith through which it 

comes are both the working and gi-ing of God to sinners. And 

that is Good News indeed! Thus came the saying that sinners 

are saved, that they are right with God, by grace alone, through 

faith alone, because of Christ alone, so that to God alone be 

glory.  

The result of this discovery upon Luther was significant. 

In his own words, “I felt that I had been born anew and that the 

gates of heaven had been opened. The whole Scripture gained 

a new meaning. And from that point on the phrase, ‘the jus�ce 

of God’ no longer filled me with hatred, but rather became 

unspeakably sweet by virtue of a great love.”
3
 Luther then 

realized that a life of loving God, bearing the fruit of 

repentance and confession, of doing good works, and suffering 

with endurance, flowed from this divine gi- of faith. Luther was 

even further thrilled when he read in Augus�ne’s The Spirit and 

the Le�er that the great Church Father himself found the same 

understanding of this passage in Romans. Nothing new! May 

this old, old gospel truth be a new discovery to you both now 

and always.  

1
Menzies, Gavin. 1421: The Year China Discovered America. New York: Harper Collins, 2003.  

2
Forde, Gerard. On Being a Theologian of the Cross: Reflec#ons on Luther’s Heidelberg Disputa#on, 1518. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997.  

3
Preface to the Complete Edi�on of Mar�n Luther’s Works, 1545. English trans. from Gonzalez, Justo L., The Story of Chris#anity, Vol 2 

(Peabody: Prince Press, 2001) p. 19-20. 
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St. Francis Garden UpdateSt. Francis Garden UpdateSt. Francis Garden UpdateSt. Francis Garden Update    
On 23 May, Siebenthaler’s completed the remainder of the St. Francis Garden renova�on finishing the area next to 
the east wall of the church, just south of the wooden fence around the air condi�oners.  They removed several 
misshapen, diseased, and deep-rooted shrubs, and transplanted the lilies to other areas around the church to fill in 
where they had died off or were missing.  Specifically, they planted three “Blue Muffin” Viburnums that have blue 
berries in season.  Also, they planted a blue-green pyramid so--leaf confer near the stairway to the kitchen.  They 
finished off the area with new mulch.  Three views of the new area are below. 

Summer is upon us and things are going to be hec�c for a short �me.  I know my son has finals this week while I have 
just finished a rigorous rehearsal schedule for Carmen with the Dayton Opera.  

At church, the choir has been diligently preparing a major work for Choir Sunday (June 4
th
), George Frideric Handel’s 

Utrecht Jubilate, wri0en to celebrate the Treaty of Utrecht, which established the Peace of Utrecht in 1713, ending 
the War of the Spanish Succession.  One week later the Youth Group (and a number of adult chaperones) will head off 
to Clark County to spend a week suppor�ng Habitat for Humanity in a house build, just as they did last year in Urbana.  
Our gardening volunteers con�nue to work around the church to keep weed encroachment at bay (new volunteers 
are always welcome).  And we all know of one more poten�al volunteer ac�vity coming up – Vaca�on Bible School.  
Summer hardly seems like a �me of rest for our volunteers at St George’s.  Meanwhile we are star�ng our advance 
planning for our Rector’s sabba�cal next summer (once again, a volunteer op�on to help with that planning). 

Yes, it looks like a very busy �me, but also very fulfilling.  Thank you for all you do.  

Bryan Daly, Sr. Warden 

Keeping Up With the WardensKeeping Up With the WardensKeeping Up With the WardensKeeping Up With the Wardens    
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New Sunday Morning Pa.ern for Children -  

Learning Together; Worshipping Together 
Over the summer and then especially in the Fall, St. George’s Church is going to venture into a new pa0ern of Sunday morning 

life!   I want to front-load the pa0ern and then offer an explana�on. 

Star�ng June 18 at 10:30 a.m. and con�nuing year-round, our children will start with us in worship and then, kids age 3 

through 3
rd
 grade will be lead out to the parish-hall for a child-friendly worship experience.  This is to be an extension of our 

worship in the church (not a Sunday school program).  There will be singing, they will hear one of the same Bible lessons being 

read in the church, there will be lots of visuals on the screen, and they will con�nue learning the Nicene Creed and Lord’s 

Prayer.  They will return to parents at the peace.  Hannah Village will be leading this important ministry and she needs some 

assistants.  Please no�ce also, that 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders no longer leave the service, but stay with their parents for the whole 

liturgy. 

Star�ng September 10 at 9:30 a.m.  we will offer Let the Children Come (PreK and K) and Godly Play (Grades 1-5) in the 

Lower Level Educa�on Wing.  In short, 9:30-10:15 is the �me for all our educa�onal ministries for all ages – with Youth Bible 

Studies in the Chapel and Library and Adult Bible Studies in the Office and Parish Hall.  We learn together.  During the summer, 

we do not have the educa�on hour, so the kick-off for having Let the Children Come and Godly Play at 9:30 is Sept 10.   

Please no#ce also that parents drop off kids at 9:30 a.m. but then retrieve them at 10:15 for worship.  Children are 

dismissed from the service to Children’s Chapel!  Kids are not brought downstairs anymore, because nothing will be 

happening downstairs during worship anymore – only children’s chapel in the parish hall and the nursery as usual for 

our li�lest ones. 

 

Let me unpack our ra�onale here.  Think carefully about our current pa0ern.  At present, during our 10:30 service we silently 

teach our children and the parents among us that “worship” is something adults do while children “learn.”  If you’re a child at 

St. George’s, effec�vely your worship experience is limited to coming up to receive communion.  Without ques�on, it is an 

invaluable thing for everyone to receive the sacrament.  But that pa0ern reduces the Eucharist to something mechanical: we 

get our medicine for the week.  The same pa0ern can be seen among adults who sneak out a-er receiving (skipping the post-

communion prayer, blessing, and final hymn).  Also, the message we’ve been sending for a long �me is that children are not 

capable of par�cipa�ng in worship un�l they’re in Middle School (which is strange considering that we start acolytes in 5
th
 

grade…).  There’s also an argument that they can’t sit through “big church” or that they’ll make too much of a fuss (remember 

we’re talking about kids up to age 11!). Let me share a story.  My 2 year old daughter spends most of the service each Sunday 

in the nursery.  And nothing about Nursery is going to change!  However, when she comes up for communion she belts out 

alleluias!  Her forma�on and vocabulary as a disciple has already begun.  When she gets a li0le older she’ll spend even more 

�me in worship with us and just imagine how she’ll shout out alleluias then!   

 

Ul�mately, we want to be a people who learn together (no ma0er the age) and worship together (no ma0er the age).  Like 

worship, learning is not an op�onal “extra” for the Chris�an.  It’s just what we do.  So please, take to heart how your church 

family orders our Sunday morning so that your personal family has the opportunity to learn with fellow Chris�ans in an age-

appropriate way and then worship with other Chris�ans in an age-appropriate way.  Take to heart the opportunity St. George’s 

will start to offer and the message we want to silently convey: we learn together and we worship together.    
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Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…                    by The Rev. Ben Phillips 

…that St. George’s has a discre�onary fund for the rector? It is called the Parish Discre�onary Fund and it is used for a 

variety of purposes. Perhaps you have heard of the Fund, perhaps not, but in either case here is some helpful informa�on 

about why St. George’s has such a fund, what it is used for, and where money for it comes from. The na�onal canons of The 

Episcopal Church s�pulate that, “The Alms and Contribu#ons, not otherwise specifically designated, at the Administra#on of 

the Holy Communion on one Sunday in each calendar month, and other offerings for the poor, shall be  deposited with the 

Rector or Priest-in-Charge or with such Church officer as the Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall appoint to be applied to such pious 

and charitable uses as the Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall determine” (Title III, Canon III.9.5). Basically what this means is that 

once a month any undesignated cash given in the offering plates at our three Sunday services is deposited in the Discre�onary 

Fund. Some parishes call this fund the Rector’s Discre�onary Fund, at St. George’s it has been called the Parish Discre�onary 

Fund. Regardless of the name, the fund is ins�tuted by na�onal canons and is created in every parish for the Rector to u�lize 

for the benefit of the poor or for charitable causes. However, loose plate offerings are not the only source of funding for the 

PDF. Many parishioners give money directly to the Discre�onary Fund as well. It is important to know that according to proper 

bookkeeping standards gi-s to the Discre�onary Fund do not count for or in place of a contribu�on towards a member’s 

annual pledge. Discre�onary Fund contribu�ons s�ll count as a charitable dona�on and are tax deduc�ble, but they should be 

understood as ‘above and beyond’ one’s normal pledge giving. The Discre�onary Fund is used to assist those in need with rent, 

u�lity bills, and food. The church office frequently gets calls for financial assistance and monies from the Discre�onary Fund are 

used to help them through a special sub-account called the Assistance Fund. The Business Manager oversees this fund and 

works with the Rector in taking calls and applying a standard screening procedure to those reques�ng assistance. The Rector 

also u�lizes the Fund to support various chari�es, including such local organiza�ons such as MVERN, City Heart and the Dayton 

Episcopal Food Pantry, na�onal chari�es like the American Bible Society (who send Bibles to our troops overseas), as well as 

interna�onal chari�es like Samaritans Purse, Voice of the Martyrs, World Vision, and Fron�er Missions. The Fund is also used to 

maintain the parish’s support and membership in the Biblical Archaeological Society and Modern Reforma�on, both of which 

provide the parish with bi-monthly magazines which are available in the Library to any who wish to read them. Every year as 

part of the parish’s annual audit, the Senior Warden must review the Discre�onary Fund’s ac�vity and sign off that it is being 

used appropriately. The Fund’s ac�vity is also reviewed monthly by the Finance Commission and Treasurer. So if you find you 

are in a posi�on to be generous to St. George’s, please consider a small gi- to the Discre�onary Fund and know that your gi- 

will go to bless and benefit a wide range of ministries, chari�es, and those in need on our own doorstep.  

Upcoming Early Summer Events 
June 4June 4June 4June 4thththth    

Feast of  Pentecost  / Choir Sunday (see page 6 for details.) 

June 11June 11June 11June 11thththth    
Trinity Sunday,  

Choir’s last Sunday of  the season 
Youth Mission Trip Begins (commissioning at 10:30 a.m. service) 

Last Sunday for Godly Play and Let the Children Come. 

June 18June 18June 18June 18th th th th     

Begin Children’s Summer Chapel during 10:30 a.m. service (see page 4 for details) 
(Happy Father’s Day!)(Happy Father’s Day!)(Happy Father’s Day!)(Happy Father’s Day!)    
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Choir Recognition Sunday, June 4Choir Recognition Sunday, June 4Choir Recognition Sunday, June 4Choir Recognition Sunday, June 4    
This year’s celebra�on of our choir and all it adds to our weekly worship experience will be held on Pentecost—June 

4th—at the 10:30 service. We will have an orchestra and a Fes�val Choir to offer three movements from George 

Frederic Handel’s sacred work, “Jubilate for the Peace of Utrecht, HWV 279.” This work was the first commission by 

the Royal Family, under the rule of Queen Anne; it was also the first work that Handel wrote in English. Up to this 

point he had not wri0en oratorios in English, and his operas were all in Italian. 

Happily for us, the text comes directly from the Book of Common Prayer, from the Jubilate from the Morning Prayer 

service. It was (and is, for those who s�ll use the Morning Prayer liturgy) one of the required Can�cles which pre-

cedes the reading of Scripture. For the first movement the text we will sing comes from Psalm 100, verse 1: “Serve 

the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a song.” The other two movements comprise the re-

sponse a-er the Psalm is read in the Morning Prayer service: Glory be to the Father, and As it was in the 

beginning. The choir will be divided into five parts for some of the work, and into eight parts for the “Glory 

be.” It will truly be an exci�ng offering. Please save the date! 

June 11 – Commissioning our Youth for Mission! 

On Sunday, June 11 (Trinity Sunday) at the 10:30 service we will commission and bless our youth as they head out on 

their annual mission trip.  During the week of June 11-16, they will engage in all four of our congrega�on’s mission 

areas: SERVING the people of St. Paris, Ohio by building a Habitat House, LEARNING and WORSHIPPING through daily 

devo�ons, and LOVING through fun fellowship.  Please pray for our youth!  If you’d like, you can also drive up to St. 

Paris and see them at work during the day and encourage them.  Email Rob Johnson if you’d like to learn more  

petepuma01@yahoo.com. 

What is a CMV? 

CMV here at St. George’s stands for Children’s Ministry Volunteers!  Can you help Hannah Village with Children’s 

Chapel once a month, or maybe even just once every six weeks?  Can you help our leaders with Godly Play or Let the 

Children Come at 9:30 once every six weeks when the fall rolls around?  An hour of your �me can go so far in 

forming our kids as followers of Jesus!  Email Hannah Hannah_village@hotmail.com or Pam Pinchot 

pamela_pinchot@hotmail.com for more on how you can become a CMV.   
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Jan Gimbrone, and prepared for mailing each month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Argie 

Bennett, Rudy Gimbrone, Mary Jones, Marilyn Judd,  Jim Kay, Dorothy Pepper, Tony Pepper, Jeannie Perry, Sam Strother, Sue Strother & Yuri Willcox. 

May 9
th
 to the 16

th
 contractors were at the church replacing the flat roofs over the parish 

offices and the library. These high quality, durable membrane roofs have a 20 year 

warranty and will keep our building dry and protected so our Gospel ministries may 

flourish in a well maintained church building. Many thanks to the Building & Grounds 

Commission for their work on this, which began well over a year ago, was completed on 

�me and under budget. Special thanks to Project Manager Steve Purdon for all of his 

�me and diligence in leading this project. 

Flat Roof  Project CompletedFlat Roof  Project CompletedFlat Roof  Project CompletedFlat Roof  Project Completed    
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Return	Service	Requested	

SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES     
8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m.  

Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This 

mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18----20) We 20) We 20) We 20) We 

pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship————LoveLoveLoveLove————LearnLearnLearnLearn————ServeServeServeServe    
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