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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Vacation Bible School
EVEREST: 

Conquering Challenges 
with God’s Mighty Power

July 27-31, 
Mon-Fri, 9 a.m. - Noon.  

Registration for kids is open now!
Registration forms are available in the 
Welcome Lounge or on our website.

Can you volunteer to help?  We have all 
kinds of different roles, including things you 
can do even if you can’t be present on-site 
during the week.  WE NEED YOU!  Please 
sign-up to help in the Welcome Lounge.
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Spring is almost over and 
summer is upon us. School 
is out, vacations are taken, 
grills fired up, sunscreen 
is applied. Looking back 
over the last few months 
we have spent a lot of time 
and energy focusing on the 
Bible. Whether in the Rec-
tor’s Forum, Youth Group, 
sermon series, or Orbit 
articles, our goal has been 
to apply a sustained focus 
on reading, studying, and 
learning the Scriptures. 
By way of brief recap, the 
Rector’s Forum and Youth 
Bible Study started the 
Essentials Series back in 
January. For the last five 
months both groups have 
been steadily reading their 
way through the key pas-
sages of the first six books 
of the Old Testament (this 
Essentials Series will resume 
again in the Fall). During 
Lent, Cal and I preached 
a series on the Feasts of 
the Lord, that is, the seven 
major festivals of the Jewish 
year, to learn what is pre-
scribed in the Scriptures for 
their observance and how 
each in some unique way 
anticipates the person and 
work of the Messiah. Then, 
during the Easter season 
we preached on the nature 
and importance of the wit-
ness to our Christian faith, 
specifically, the testimony 
of the apostles as witnesses 

to the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. For ours is a faith of 
history and fact and claims 
upon the truth, not simply a 
subjective, inner, emotional 
experience. The apostle’s 
witness is preserved for us 
in the books of the New 
Testament, which we can 
test and determine to be 
a reliable witness to who 
Jesus was and what he 
did and said. At Pentecost 
I sought to wrap up this 
whole season of biblical 
focus by preaching about 
the Bible itself, and how we 
understand it to be at the 
same time both a human 
document – written by real 
people in real circumstances 
and transmitted faith-
fully (albeit not perfectly) 
through real time – and a 
divine document, whose 
ultimate author is the Holy 
Spirit, and is the very Word 
of God, and it “containeth 
all things necessary to 
salvation” (Article VI, BCP p. 
868). 
The Bible is not a magical 
totem, it is not a guidebook 
for help in every area of 
life. It is in many respects 
just a book. It has pages, 
print, and binding. It is a 
very human book, writ-
ten by some forty different 
authors over the course of 
about one thousand years. 
But it is also a divine book, 
it is the repository of God’s 
testimony regarding himself, 
it is the surest revelation of 
Jesus Christ who is himself 
God’s greatest testimony. 
It must have authority over 
us: we do not read it so 
much as it reads us. And 
although we ascribe divine 
origin and authority to the 
Bible, we must acknowledge 
its very human qualities: 
the Bible was not writ-
ten on tablets of gold that 

descended from heaven in 
pristine and final form in 
one fell swoop. It does not 
contain or represent only 
one person’s special revela-
tion from God. It is incred-
ibly diverse and messy, both 
in terms of its content and 
in its manuscript transmis-
sion. It is as its name rightly 
declares, simply “The Book.” 
The great question that all 
of us must therefore wrestle 
with is this: Will we read it? 
Will we curiously, reverently, 
imperfectly, passionately, 
read it? It is my great-
est hope that we, as our 
forbearers so vehemently 
desired, labored, and bled 
for, would be people who 
know, love, and understand 
their Bibles. Over the next 
few months many of us 
will go on vacation, travel, 
rest, and so forth, but will 
you this summer, regard-
less of how much or how 
little vacation you have, 
dedicate a small amount of 
time every day to reading 
your Bible? This fall, will 
you endeavor to come to 
the teaching ministries and 
programs that will help you 
to read and better know 
your Bible? Will you, as St. 
Paul once wrote, have the 
“word of God dwell richly 
within you”? May you have 
a blessed and refreshing 
summer!

Yours in Christ,

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Summer Lent for choir director!
Greetings from the music director! The weather is absolutely gorgeous here in 
Dayton as I write this note: the air is crisp, the sun is brilliant, and yesterday's 
rain has freshened up just about everything in sight.

Time for Lent! I know, I know, the choir guy is confused about the seasons 
again. He always is.

But in fact, after this Sunday, the wonderful singers of the choir, along with yours 
truly, will slow down for a few weeks. During the Lenten season before Easter, 
the choir and I are at our busiest. We have all of the music for Lenten worship to 
prepare, plus music for Holy Week and Easter. Add to that a major work for Choir 
Recognition Sunday, which we start learning in Lent, and, well, face it, we don't 
do any slowing down in Lent proper.

Lent means, literally, slow. For the forty days it brings the opportunity to dig 
deeper into all of what makes us the children of God we are. We delve deeper 
into prayer, reflection; we become more mindful spiritually. We also slow down 
enough to make sacrifices, to fast, and to give alms. When we slow down we are 
more aware of the presence of God in our lives, and more aware of the needs of 
others.

And so, as the program year comes to an end, it is my prayer to slow down so I 
can catch up. Especially for my friends in the choir, it is my prayer that the sum-
mer will enrich and refresh you, physically and spiritually.

I have already begun to see the fruit of this change of focus. Years ago, a priest 
friend of mine suggested that there seems to be a gap in the music of our church 
when it comes to baptism. Specifically, she suggested that I write something to 
serve as a processional hymn to move the candidates, families, and clergy to the 
baptismal font. She even gave me some Scriptures to ponder to use for develop-
ing the hymn text. Although I was excited by the prospect, I never could slow 
down enough for this project to come to fruition.

I am happy to say that you have a wonderful lyricist in your midst here at St. 
George's, and a hymn for baptism is in its first draft. Marty Cottrill and I began 
discussion about the hymn a few months ago. She wrote (during Lent, I think!) a 
marvelous hymn, which has sat on my desk until this week. I have finally slowed 
down enough for the creative energies to flow, and I believe we will have a 
hymn for our baptism services very soon. Thanks be to God for Lent--whenever it 
comes--and for Marty's offering to the life of our congregation.

And thanks be to God for the choir, who will give it life 
next time we have a baptism, and for their service for so 
many months. 

A blessed Summer to you all!

Jeff
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,
  
Summer is usually a time for fun and relaxing and you’ll get no argument from me about that!  
I will simply highlight an element of our life together as a growing church that many folks may 
not always recognize.  Your church leadership – the vestry, clergy, and leaders of various min-
istries – plan a full season or more in advance.  So during the summer, we’re working on the 
Fall.  Our summer programming was set in the spring to ensure quality ministries which can 
reach all ages with the good news of Jesus Christ and build up his church.  
  
Do you know what the most important part of any ministry is?  The most important part of 
any ministry isn’t money, or facilities, or timing, or research, or even the program itself.  All of 
those are really important, but they all fall second to one thing: PEOPLE.  That’s what we’re 
about here at St. George’s Church – connecting people with Jesus Christ.  And we do that 
work through people.  So everything we do usually comes back, in the end, to relationships.  
Are we forming relationships marked by love, self-sacrifice, mutual care and even mutual 
submission, and which in the end point us and our community to a saving relationship with 
Christ?  Think about it this way, if you had to choose only one resource – a big endowment, 
a great facility, a clear schedule, the perfect program, or committed brothers and sisters – it’s 
that last one that is indispensable.  Christ Jesus didn’t say wherever there is a big endowment 
I’ll be there.  He didn’t say wherever there is an awesome building I’ll be there.  He didn’t say 
when you’ve got the timing right, I’ll be there.  He didn’t say, when you develop the whiz-
bang program, I’ll be there.  No, instead he said “Wherever two or three of you are gathered 
in my name, there I will be in your midst” (Matthew 18:20).
   
One of the most interesting things about reading the letters of Paul in the New Testament is 
the way he uses one word over and over again.  It might be one of his favorite words.  Trans-
lators often smooth out his writing by translating that one word in lots of different ways so 
that it sounds a little better to our ears.  The Greek word parakaleo is best translated as en-
courage.  And Paul uses it all the time to build up Christians, to cheer them, to comfort them, 
to inspire them, to embolden them for the work of ministry.  He even repeats it over and over 
again.  In 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, he actually repeats the word parakaleo, encouragement, no less 
than 9 times in only 5 sentences.  Most translators try to smooth it out for our ears by using 
“comfort” or “console” or “exhort” or “encourage,” but it’s all the same word in the original!  
Paul writes: God’s encouragement never fails!  God encourages us so that we may encourage 
others and share the encouragement we ourselves receive from God. 
  
So with Paul’s words about encouragement in mind and with 
the plain fact that people are the most important part of any 
ministry, I would like to encourage you to sign up to serve with 
Vacation Bible School.  And I would also like to encourage you 
to encourage others to serve with you so that we all might be 
encouraged together!  There’s much to do and lots of ways to 
serve, even if you can’t be here on site during the week.  Check 
out the sign-up board in the Welcome Center.  Can you be a part 
of this vital ministry?  Can you build up and encourage others?
  
Blessings,

Cal
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family, Youth & Children’s Ministry
Youth Group: Sundays, 3-5 p.m.
On Sunday afternoon, June 5, the youth will gather for a canoe trip.  Come and join 
us!

Youth Local Summer Mission
On Tuesday and Wednesday, July 7 & 8, our youth will be volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity.  Youth must be 14 or over to participate.

Kid’s Corner in the Summer
During the Summer (June 7-Aug 9) we shift from having Sunday School to a much 
shorter lesson for children during the summer.  Can you volunteer to help?   Please 
sign-up in the Welcome Lounge.

2015 Proctor Summer Camps
All grade level camps are $275 and pertain to rising grade levels.

Leader in Training Camp 
Ages 17 & 18 • June 17 - 20

Boys & Girls Camp 
Grades 4 & 5 • June 23 - 27

Senior High Camp 
Grades 10 - 12 • June 29 - July 4

Intermediate Camp 
Grades 8 & 9 • July 13-18

Creative Arts Camp
Grades 6 - 12 • July 20 - 25

Junior Camp 
Grades 6 & 7 • July 27 - August 1

VBS IS COMING!
Dates: July 27 - 31

Registration forms are available in the Welcome Lounge and on our website.
See the cover of this edition of The Orbit for details.
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Over the Edge for Elders.
Welcome to Over the Edge!
Older adults deserve to live with dignity and enjoy life in a safe and enriching com-
munity regardless of their financial situation. ‘Over the Edge for Elders’ is a fund-
raising event supporting low-income senior housing.

Event Date: Saturday, June 13
Event Time: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Event Location: Central YMCA, 1105 Elm Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202

For more event information or to see a list of Edgers and teams, click here.

Episcopal Retirement Homes (ERH) is offering a unique event that stands high 
above the rest to support low-income seniors. Go ‘Over the Edge’ in Over the Rhine 
to raise funds (and your heart rate) to support more than 800 elders who live in ERH 
Affordable Living Communities. Individual participants who raise a minimum of 
$1,000 will have the once-in-a-lifetime experience of rappelling down a high-rise 
building.

Now’s Your Chance!

Be a Fundraiser (Edger): Agree to raise $1000 and rappel down a 10-story building
Toss Your Boss: Your company or organization raises $2,500 and your boss rappels 
Teams: Edgers get together to rappel and compete for team prizes
Support an Edger: Make a tax-deductible donation to support an Edger
Attend VIP Party: Buy tickets to ‘CELEBRATE,’ on Friday June 12th and enjoy craft 
beer, & BBQ
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
St George’s Garden Areas Need Volunteers

Now that spring has come to Dayton, the results of the Arbor Commission-man-
aged contracts and individual efforts of St George’s parishioner volunteer garden-
ers are becoming apparent.  After removal of the dying ash trees and replanting 
with new trees and garden areas, these areas have sprung beautifully back to 
life.  The columnar (seedless) gums all seem to have survived the winter and are 
gaining strength along Manor Lane.  The Zelcova tree and beds along Far Hills 
bed look healthy.  The beautiful blue-blossomed cat mint and red knockout roses 
look gorgeous, as well as the mint does around the St George’s sign.  The slow-
growing redbuds have spent the winter growing roots instead of blossoming out 
this spring.  Despite our harsh winter, all areas except the ajuga around the St 
George’s sign are in good condition.  When the dry season arrives we will need 
help in keeping these newer trees and garden areas watered.  

Thanks go to all the volunteer gardeners, especially those who have cleaned and weeded garden areas as well as planted 
flowers to brighten the entrance areas.  Also a special thanks to two volunteers who must resign:  Long-time volunteer 
Cindy Miller is spending her time caring for her ailing husband, and Rembold family is departing with the Air Force.  For-
tunately we have several new volunteers who have stepped up to take their places:  New to St George’s, Joan and Steve 
Purdon volunteered to care for the area from the chapel door to under the upstairs kitchen, a sizable area that they will 
tackle gradually.  Dee and Dan Richard volunteered to care for the memorial garden around the plaques.  Now that the 
Rembolds have left, Bob Hard volunteered to take on the garden area along Far Hills and the St George’s sign.  Stephanie 
Bange has undertaken a giant project to build a shade garden under the limbs of the linden trees near the north parking 
lot.  Parishioners have donated plants that need to be divided and Stephanie has purchased a number of beautiful shade-
loving and drought-resistant plants for this area.  Current volunteers who tend these areas with weeding, trash removal, 
occasional fertilizer and watering, as well as planting bulbs and perennials and annuals include:
Garden Plot      Volunteer
Southwest corner along Far Hills    Bob Hard
St George’s Sign Garden                               Bob Hard 
North Drop-off Point Planters    Frank Gentner
Groundcover opposite Carousel House Entrance   Steve Gustafson   
SW Corner of Church near Entrance                           Steve Gustafson   
South Garden under Stained Glass             Steve Gustafson   
Large Planters along South Parking Lot     Steve Gustafson & Phillips Family   
Upper Parking Lot Entrance Garden            Daly Family
Chapel Door to Air Conditioning Units   Joan & Steve Purdon
Memorial Plaque Gardens    Dan & Dee Richard
St. Francis Garden Area                                VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Patio and Garden along Upper Kitchen       John & Barbara Howe 
Watering trees/plants during drought periods VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

As noted, we will have the need of another volunteer to take on the St Francis Garden 
once it is renovated, hopefully later this year if funds are identified.  Also, probably a 
team of volunteers is needed during the dry season to water the newly planted trees 
when there is no weekly rain.  Fortunately the Dragon Slayers have positioned hoses 
that will reach all these areas.  If you believe you could serve in any of these capaci-
ties, please contact Frank Gentner at 937-672-0169 or GentnerFC@aol.com.
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SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

      1  2 3   4 5 6

 7    8  9 10 11 12 13    

 14    15 16 17  18  19 20 

21  21                     22  23 24 25 26

 
Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.

Lectionary & Rector’s 
Bible Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist & 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Lectionary Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 8 a.m. 
Lectionary Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Lectionary Study  
9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds
5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

27  28 29 30


