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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Wednesdays in Lent
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES

 Noon and 7:00 p.m.

Stations of the Cross ~ Wednesdays in Lent
This wonderful devotion will be offered in the Sanctuary at 11:30 a.m. 
on Wednesdays.

Every Wednesday in Lent a program for all ages.  
It starts at 6 p.m., includes supper, and you’re out the door by 
7:20 p.m.(we promise!) 

A simple supper is available at 6 p.m. every Wednesday.

Then, at 6:30, there will be a children’s 
program in the Undercroft called “Godly 
Play.” 

Adults and Youth will have Evening Prayer and 
a short program called “Wondrous Cross.”  

   
February 18, 7 p.m. ~ Ash Wednesday Service
February 25 ~ Rev. Ben Philips: “Theology of the Cross”
March 4 Rev. Dr. Cal Lane: “Cross in Christian Art, Part 1”
March 11 ~ Rev. Dr. Cal Lane: “Cross in Christian Art, Part 2”
March 18 ~ Rev. Ben Philips: “Works and Will”
March 25 ~ Rev. Ben Philips: “Way of the Cross”
April 1 ~ Rev. Ben Philips: “Righteousness of Faith”

The Nursery will be available too!  
Bring the whole family and grow with us this Lent!
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips, Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dave Cottrill
The Rev. John Fredenburgh
Affiliate Priests

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharis

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Why do we read the Bible? 
For a book as complex, sig-
nificant, powerful, and even 
controversial as the Bible, 
why should we read it? Do 
we read it for inspiration? 
For information? As a sleep 
aid? As a devotional tool to 
deeper enlightenment? For 
social and moral guidance? 
In a way, yes, one could 
read the Bible for any one 
or all of these reasons. But 
however commendable, 
these all fall short of the 
deepest, truest, and ulti-
mate reason to enter into its 
sacred content.
To begin with, the Bible is 
not a textbook where we 
delve into obscure pas-
sages to produce nuggets 
of secret knowledge to feed 
our insatiable desire for 
novelty. Instead, the Bible 
is a story, a divine drama 
which casts the human race 
in its plight against sin and 
death and the Almighty God 
who is just to judge and 
yet gracious to save. While 
there is much in the Bible 
that can, will, and should 
inspire us, our greatest 
problem before God in life is 
not ‘lack of inspiration’! Our 
greatest problems is sin and 
death, which the Bible does 
talk about (a lot, in fact). 
Furthermore, if something 
else inspires me more than 
the Bible, shouldn’t I just 
stick with that and not need 
to bother with the Bible? 
I’m not going to unpack 
the ‘sleep aid’ part, that’s 
a bit of a quip to keep you 

reading!
The Bible can be seen and 
used as a spiritual tool, a 
thing used for our better-
ment. If we are seeking 
knowledge and revelation of 
God, then yes, read, mark, 
learn and inwardly digest 
away! (more on this later) 
But there is a danger in 
that it can be tempting to 
see the Bible as a means of 
serving my own purposes, 
rather than revealing God’s 
purposes for the world (with 
me in it), and that God’s 
revelation and purposes 
very likely will not be my 
own. The Bible is more than 
a pocket totem to be used, 
it is a light post to expose 
our self-serving and point us 
to the God who serves help-
less sinners.
We can read the Bible for 
social and moral guidance, 
and while there is certainly 
a lot in the Bible about right 
living and bad behavior, 
that is not what the Bible 
is really about. Often times 
we don’t like what the Bible 
has to say about right living 
and godly behavior anyway, 
so we end up picking and 
choosing the bits we like 
and toss out the ones we 
don’t. Nevertheless, the 
Bible is not simply a rule 
book. 
I could go on, but in order 
to finish we must return to 
the start: Why do we read 
the Bible? The deepest, tru-
est, and ultimate reason is 
so that within its pages we 
may be led to Jesus Christ. 
For it is Jesus who is the 
central figure of the Bible’s 
two Testaments: in the Old 
he is promised, in the New 
fulfilled. While the books 
of Scripture are many (66), 
written by many authors 
(~40), over many years 
(1,000 or so), its grand and 
unifying subject is Christ. As 
William Tyndale, the great 
Reformer and passionate 
advocate for Bible transla-
tion and publication into 

English put it, “The Scrip-
ture is that by which God 
draws us unto himself. The 
Scriptures sprang forth from 
God and flow unto Christ, 
and were given to lead us to 
Christ. Thou must therefore 
go along by the Scriptures 
like following a line until 
thou come to Christ, who is 
the way’s end and resting 
place.” 
It is by reading, hearing, 
studying, and memorizing 
(yes memorizing!) Scrip-
ture that we are brought to 
know ourselves as we are, 
to see God as he truly is, 
and to trust Christ in the 
fullness of his sufficiency 
to save the lost. It is then 
from this primal and central 
reality of the Bible that we 
can then find in its pages 
inspiration through faith in 
the One who loves us and 
gave himself up for us, we 
can find guidance through 
his Holy Spirit to meet the 
challenges of each day, and 
bear fruitful lives of right 
and godly behavior to each 
other and ourselves. I deep-
ly desire for all in our parish 
to, as St. Augustine was 
told, “Take up and read!”, 
that we as the people of 
God would be fed by and 
connected to the Word of 
God. To this end we are em-
barking on a teaching series 
called The Essential Series, 
as a way to help people 
read and understand their 
Bibles by going through 
the major key passages of 
the Scriptures and begin to 
understand its grand story 
of redemption. It meets 
Sunday mornings at 9:30am 
in the Parish Hall, I hope to 
see you there!

Yours in Christ,

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St. George’s Spaghetti Supper 
Celebrates its 35th anniversary

One of, if not the, biggest events at St. George’s is the annual Spaghetti Supper. This event, which 
typically has over 200 people, is primarily a fundraiser, but it is much more than that. It is a true 
parish gathering of all ages, filled with lively conversation, fun games and activities for the kids, and 
of course, great food! The funds raised from ticket sales, the Silent Auction, and 50/50 raffle all go 
to benefit charities, missions, and other organizations locally, nationally, and globally in the form of 
grants. These grants are managed and distributed by the Social Issues Commission. Many in the 
church know that this event has been going on for many years, but I was having some difficulty de-
termining just how many years, exactly. In such a situation I find its best to consult the right people, 
and I am very grateful to Esther Wright who was able to do some digging and has provided a won-
derful snap shot of life in St. George’s at the time when the Spaghetti Dinner was first started. Here 
is her report on the origins of the event:

“The first documented spaghetti dinner (in bulletin saved by Eleanor Sensel) was September 
14, 1980. There had been talk of undertaking a refugee project in '78 or '79, but no evidence 
of a dinner was found before 1980. My husband and I didn't attend one until the date had 
been moved to winter or early spring, usually the last weekend in January or first part of Feb-
ruary. The Refugee Resettlement Committee, which operated independently under the um-
brella of the Social Issues Commission, had charge of the dinner until some years after 1988. 
Not sure when the last of the refugees, Massie Aslanpour (Izadi) and her daughter Roudabeh, 
became financially independent. By that time the Refugee Committee members had expended 
their energy for this demanding mission, and the event became the Spaghetti Dinner, with 
funds going toward outreach, handled by the Social Issues Commission.”

Many thanks to Thelma Best and Julie Powers for co-chairing the event this year, and thanks to Bryan 
and Susan Daly for running the Silent Auction, and thanks to all those who have volunteered, partici-
pated, enjoyed, and benefitted from this remarkable and long-standing ministry, both this year and 
all the years before and to come!

By Rev. Ben Phillips & Esther Wright
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector

Dear brothers and sisters,

Paul wrote in his letter 
to the Romans, “Do not 
conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be trans-
formed by the renew-
ing of your mind” (Rom 
12:2).  He wanted his 
fellow Christians to see 
that God had done a new 
thing in Jesus: Israel’s 
God had inaugurated 
his New Creation in the 
death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  In turn, being 
a part of that New Cre-
ation involved thinking 
in a new way, seeing the 
world in a new way, and 
responding to others in 
a new way.  And so, as 

God’s freely-given Grace 
washes over us, we who 
put our trust in Christ are 
transformed through the 
whole course of our life, 
steadily growing, by fits 
and starts, toward the 
“full stature of Christ,” 
(a phrase Paul uses in 
another of his letters, 
Ephesians 4:13).

Well what does all that 
mean?  What does it 
mean to have your mind 
renewed?  How do we 
start to see the world in 
a new way, through the 
lens of God’s New Cre-
ation?  Let me suggest 
something very basic: 
get to know the story of 
the Bible.  Get to know 
the drama of scripture, 
the shape of that excit-
ing story in which God 
reclaims his beloved 
Creation and transforms 
it into New Creation.  

Here at St. George’s 
Church we are trying to 
become a people of all 

ages who read the Bible, 
that dramatic story.  And 
so, if you’ve never read 
scripture, that’s ok.  Here 
is your chance!  We have 
two great programs to 
help you in the renewing 
of your mind in the story 
of scripture: our Wednes-
day Lenten series on the 
Cross (every Wednesday 
in Lent at 6pm) and a 
Sunday Morning series 
on the whole scope of 
scripture (every Sunday 
at 9:30am).  We’re com-
mitted to making these 
family-friendly programs 
with options for every 
age.  This is a great 
way to approach Lent 
this year!  Make it your 
purpose and intent to see 
the world through this 
dramatic story, this New 
Creation that God pur-
poses for you! 

Blessings,

 Cal

As part of our Wednesday Lenten series, we’re having 
a simple supper at 6pm.  Can you help by signing up to 
bring some food?  

In the Welcome Center we have a chart for each week.  
There are 7 suppers and 3 needs for each supper: soup, 
bread, kid-friendly option (spaghetti, chicken nuggets, 
meatballs).  

Can you sign up to help?  We’re excited to grow to-
gether through this program of fellowship, prayer, and 
learning!

Wednesday Suppers in Lent
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Farewell McGowins & Congratulations EFM GradsFamily, Youth & Children’s Ministry

On the 3rd Sunday of each month, following the 10:30 service, 
we offer a family-friendly lunch in the Undercroft.  This month 
we’ll be offering sub sandwiches.  Donations at the door are 
encouraged.  Come for fellowship and the chance to relax with 
other members of St. George’s Church. 

Family Ministry

Family Movie Day, Saturday, Feb 28, 4-6 p.m.
Come and join us in the Parish Hall for “Up” (PG) on Saturday, 
February 28 from 4-6pm.  Kids should feel free to bring blan-
kets, comfy bean bags, etc, and any snacks you’d like!  St. 
George’s will provide the popcorn. 

Sunday, Feb 15 -- 3rd Sunday FAMILY-FRIENDLY LUNCH

Youth Bible Study: Sundays, 9:30am
All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to the Youth Bible Study for doughnuts and good 
conversation.  We meet in the Library every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and our goal is to get 
a better understanding of the big picture story of the Bible.

Youth Group: Sundays, 3-5 p.m.
No Youth Group February 1 -Thanks for your help at the Spaghetti Supper
Sun, Feb 8 Service – Come help us in a service project for Blue Star Mothers
Sun, Feb 15 Game & Planning – come for a game and bring your folks to help plan 
our summer mission project
Sun, Feb 22 Fun – Wi Extravaganza! 

Youth Ministry

Godly Play  In addition to our regular program on Sunday mornings at 10:30, on 
Wednesdays in Lent we have a great program called Godly Play.  Wendy Thornewill, 
who has a lot of experience with the program, will offer Godly Play for children (Pre-K 
– 5th grade) as part of our Lenten Series.  Bring the whole family to supper first in the 
parish hall at 6pm and then the programs for children, youth, and adults start at 6:30!  
You’ll be out the door by 7:20 (we promise!).

Children’s Choir & Joyful Noise Choir will perform again on Sunday, Feb 15.  
Music is a vital part of our children’s Sunday school and we’re so glad to incorporate 
them into our worship!  That’s also the same day as our 3rd Sunday lunch – so stick 
around for fellowship too!

Children’s Ministry
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What’s with all that walking?: The Great Litany at the start of Lent
On the First Sunday of Lent (Feb 22) we’ll engage in one of the oldest yet least used forms of 
prayer in our tradition, the Great Litany.  The acolytes, choir, and clergy will wind their way 
through the sanctuary’s center aisle, round the sides, and back again all while leading us in 
prayer.  Found in the Book of Common Prayer on page 148, the Great Litany was first orga-
nized by Thomas Cranmer himself and it was actually the first official English liturgy of the ref-
ormation.  Through all the successive editions of the prayer book, the Litany has stayed with us.

 But this way of praying is much older than the sixteenth century in fact.  
We can find moments in scripture in which people pray and sing while 
walking in procession, as when the Israelites walked around the city of 
Jericho.  And in the early church it was not uncommon for an entire com-
munity to pray their way through a city, usually on occasions of disaster, 
draught, illness, or war.  These were times of great anxiety when it was 
very clear that the community needed the healing presence, grace, and 
power of God.  In fact, our Litany first appeared in 1544 when England 
was at war.  

The Great Litany declares our full dependence on God, and the really powerful element is how 
God is invoked for our daily needs: the Litany keeps us from over-spiritualizing our faith, as if 
God is somehow only to be called upon for “spiritual” needs.  The Litany teaches us that God 
needs to be invoked when our bodies hunger, when we face danger and illness, and when our 
bills need to be paid.  So as we begin Lent, a season of reflection, preparation, and penance, it is 
wise to make this walk through the aisles solemnly declaring our dependence on God the giver 
of every good gift, the source of life, and the author of our salvation.    

            Cal

The Great Litany

All are invited to a Lenten morning of reflection with 
Bishop Tom Breidenthal on Saturday, February 28, from 
9:00 until noon at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Dayton 
(Oakwood). He will be leading us in a consideration of 
"ISIS (ISIL) and Ebola: Christian Responses to Moral and 
Natural Evil."

Lenten Saturday Morning Reflection
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Music at St. George’s

Greetings fellow Christ-ones and music lovers!

So, no one is singing “Winter Wonderland” right now. Think about it: in that song there is no mention of Christ-
mas, but because we associate it with the commercial Christmas season, we just wouldn’t sing it at this time of 
year. But look out your window—I know you won’t see a one-horse open sleigh, but you will see the remark-
able beauty of God’s creation, complete with frosted branches and blankets of snow everywhere. (At least at the 
time of this writing) Ohio’s winter weather is fickle, as we know.

But with Lent looming after a short Epiphany season, our hearts and minds turn to quieter, perhaps darker 
places in our lives. We reflect on God’s mercy, on forgiveness, on the process of letting God take our willing yet 
fallible selves to be molded further in His image.

I want to bring to your awareness some amazing events at the University of Day-
ton and the Dayton Opera. They are spiritual in nature, and couldn’t come at a 
better time. The opera Dead Man Walking, by American composer Jake Heggie, 
follows the true story of Sister Helen Préjean, who takes a journey as a spiri-
tual advisor to a convicted felon on Death Row in Louisiana. This is a powerful 
retelling of the journey to compelling dramatic music. It has an undeniable effect 
on the audience; it is an opera not to be missed. The themes of the opera are faith 
and hope, forgiveness and repentance, reconciliation and salvation. (NOTE: for 
mature audiences only)  Performance dates are February 27 and March 1 at the 
Schuster Center.

In preparation for this important community event, the University of Dayton, 
who has been in close collaboration with the opera, has numerous events, listed 
here just by name.

February 20, 5:00 pm Kennedy Union Ballroom (UD) Dead Man Walking (1995 film)
February 26, 7:00 RecPlex (UD) Sister Helen Préjean will speak

The weblink go.udayton.edu/rrw can give you more information.

Other important dates to put on your calendar include:

February 18    Ash Wednesday service 7:00 pm
Choral service and Imposition of Ashes; Rachel Spry Lammi, guest organist

February 22    First Sunday of Lent 10:30 service
 Guest consort Musici Anonymi will offer their distinct Renaissance worship music, and    
the Great Litany will give us a step in the proper direction for a holy Lent

Winter may be “dead,” but we who are alive in Christ welcome the time of fasting and 
prayer, the slowing down of Lent, and the opportunities to look hard at ourselves and our 
need for forgiveness. I urge you to get involved, and I wish for you a most blessed and holy 
Lenten season.
See you in church! 

    Jeff
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 FEBRUARY 2014
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

 1   2 3  4  5  6 7

 8     9  10  11  12  13  14

 15      16    17   18    19    20    21 

23 24 25 26 27 28

Holy Eucharist
with Prayer Ministry
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector Bible Study 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Joyful 
Noise 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group
3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist and 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth  & 
Rector Bible Study  
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & 
Joyful Noise 10:30 a.m.
ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING
Noon
Youth Group
3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER
6:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. 
Lectionary & Youth 
Bible Study  9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Joyful 
Noise 10:30 
FAMILY LUNCH
11:45 a.m.
Youth Group
3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist & Heal-
ing Service 5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector Bible Study  
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & 
Joyful Noise
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group
3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

EfM
7:00 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds
5:30 p.m.

EfM
7:00 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE Noon
LENTEN SUPPER
6:00 p.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE 7:00 p.m.
EfM
7:00 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS 11:30 a.m.

LENTEN SUPPER
6:00 P.M.

EfM
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Stephen Minis-
tries Training
9:30 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
8:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
8:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
8:00 p.m.


