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The Parish’s Annual Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 10th, at Noon in the 
Undercroft. All baptized members of the parish 
16 years and older, who are in good standing are 
eligible to vote. A light lunch will be provided. 
There will be no coffee hour that day. 

 

The following offices are open for nomination: 

Senior Warden, 1 year term 

Junior Warden, 1 year term 

Three Vestry seats, 3 year term each 

Vestry Youth Representative, 1 year term 

Two Lay Delegates to Diocesan Convention, 3 year term each     

 

To be eligible for these offices one must be at least 16 years of age, a baptized member 
in good standing, and financially pledge to the parish. To make a nomination please 
contact the church office, 937-434-1781 or make your nomination known to a current 
Warden or member of the Vestry.  

 

As our annual meeting approaches it is well worth while to thank those members of the 
Vestry and Convention Delegates who are completing their terms of service to the 
parish. Finishing their three year terms on Vestry are Cindy Emmel, Andy Knowles, Chip 
Mumford. Bryan Daly is finishing his third and final term as Senior Warden. Ellie Gardner 
is finishing her term as Junior Warden. Will Ayres is completing his term as Youth 
Representative. Eric Schryver and Lynn Olive are completing their three year terms as 
Lay Delegates to Diocesan Convention. It is also worth noting that as Andy Knowles 
cycles off Vestry he will also be stepping down as Chair of the Stewardship Commission. 
All of our outgoing Vestry members and Convention Delegates have done a great job 
leading and serving St. George’s. Please say a prayer of thanks for all of them, say 
“Thank you” if you see them at Church, and please keep the incoming nominees in your 
prayers.  
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ACTS in ART!                                                                                                                                                     The Rev. The Rev. The Rev. The Rev. Dr. Calvin LaneDr. Calvin LaneDr. Calvin LaneDr. Calvin Lane    
This spring we’re digging into the book of Acts, a story 

which has inspired countless artists.  We’ll feature some 

works of art connected to Acts each month in the Sword 

& Spirit.  Both of the pieces for this month depict the 

Pentecost event in Acts 2 – the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit and the miraculous spread of the Gospel across 

language barriers.  The first example, from around 1600, 

is by the Spanish artist El Greco (the nickname for 

Domenikos Theotokopoulus) and was originally part of  

an altarpiece in Madrid.  It is now in the Prado Museum  

in the same city.  Flames rests on the Virgin and the 

Apostles on Pentecost day in Jerusalem.  The bald, 

bearded Apostle who looks out at the viewer from the 

right is likely a self-portrait.  Note that El Greco adds    

the appearance of a dove, symbolizing the Holy Spirit.  

But that was not a part of the Pentecost story in Acts!    

The artist was here interpolating recognizable details  

from Christ’s baptism, a 

cue for us to connect the 

stories.  El Greco’s use of a 

stretched format baths  the 

figures in an ethereal light, 

emphasizing God’s work in 

this moment – empowering 

the church for mission. 

The second image depicts 

the same moment in Acts 

but in a very different way.  

This icon, dating from 

around 1497, is from 

Kirillo-Belozersk 

Monastery, a large 

monastery in northern 

Russia.  Just as the El 

Greco work bends the story 

a bit by adding the dove 

from Christ’s baptism, this 

icon draws in still more 

material in order to bring the prayerful viewer into a 

present-day spiritual reality: the Spirit’s presence in the 

church on Pentecost and today.  For example, the two 

figures at the top are Peter and Paul – but, as we know 

from the story, Pentecost is before Paul’s conversion!  

Luke and Mark are also present and they weren’t there in 

the upper room either.  These aren’t errors on the part of 

an artists who didn’t know the Bible.  This gathering is 

more a depiction of the church, past and present!  Note 

how they sit together in a harmonious circle.  Yet there is 

an empty seat at the top.  This is the seat of Christ who 

has ascended, bodily, to the right hand of God the Father.  

Christ is present, however, (keeping his promise) through 

the presence of the Holy Spirit.  At the bottom is “King 

Kosmos,” representing the peoples of the earth sitting in 

darkness, waiting for apostles (and by implication you and 

me!) to bring him the Gospel of Jesus. 
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Lasting Marriage App 
 

Some friends of ours have a little poster on their wall which 
says, “All because two people fell in love and decided to 
work super hard at staying that way”. It is a very short but 
apt description of marriage. As the Book of Common Prayer 
puts it, “The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and 
mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help 
and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity.” 

Being married is indeed a God-given blessing, and can be filled with joy and comfort. There can 
also be much adversity in a marriage, even a good one. How you handle that adversity makes 
all the difference.  
 
It is no stretch to say that a strong and healthy marriage requires a fair amount of work, but 
many couples might not be sure where to start, or what might be some good resources to start 
with. Waiting until things are bad before finding help is also not good. Being pro-active and 
working on personal skills to strengthen your marriage needs to happen in times of both 
prosperity and adversity.  
 
It is therefore a wonderful opportunity to introduce to the couples of St. 
George’s an exciting and valuable new app for your smartphone called 
Lasting. This app is a specially designed program to provide you with 
helpful and succinct insights for enriching your marriage. It has been 
featured on Good Morning America, NBC, E!, and more. Based on decades 
of solid research, the app allows you to customize the material you would 
like to work on. Perhaps what you and your spouse need is to improve 
relationship skills that might just need a little dusting off, or maybe you 
need to learn a new skill entirely. It’s all in the palm of your hand and 
takes just minutes a day.  
 
And here’s the best news: its free for trial usage. St. George’s has invested 
in a number of trial packages which are being made available to members 
of the parish for free.  
 
If you are interested in enrolling in Lasting, please contact the Rev. Ben Phillips 
(rector@stgeorgeohio.org or call 937-434-1781x102). It is encouraged but not required for both 
spouses to sign up. The app is available to download for free from the Apple App Store or the 
Android Store, but does require activation codes to enroll in the free trial. If you like it and want 
to continue using the app arrangements can be made to extend your free use of the app. To 
find out more about Lasting go to https://www.getlasting.com/  
 
May this be a blessing to you all and to your marriages and families, because strong marriages 
make for a stronger church and community.  
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February Youth Ministries 
 

For complete spring schedule, please see the website, the hallway bulletin board, or the 

hardcopy spring directory (copies available in the Welcome Lounge) 

♦♦♦♦ Saturday Morning, Feb 3 --- Making Pizza Rolls to sell on Super Bowl Sunday (next day) to 

raise funds for Mission Trip (Leadership: Ian and Susan Daly; time via email list) 

♦♦♦♦ Sunday, Feb 17 --- 3rd Sunday Lunch: Chili Cook-off and Nerf War (Leadership: Pam 

Pinchot) 

Children’s Chapel – Now includes an optional Offering… 

Since January, our children’s chapel team (ably led by Hannah Village) have 
incorporated an offering component in the children’s chapel worship time.  As 
usual, at the start of the sermon at the 10:30 service children (age 3 to 3rd 
grade) are invited to join in a time of child appropriate worship in the parish 
hall.  Children still rejoin their parents at the peace.  Children’s Chapel has    
always been a time for worship (not more education, that’s at 9:30 for all  
ages).  That means the child set the parish hall altar, they have a Bible story 
with images projected on the screen, they sing, they practice the Nicene 
Creed, they pray the Lord’s Prayer and then have circle prayer in which the 
kids are invited to share things they’d like to pray about (what we adults 
would call thanksgivings and interces-
sions).  But an important part of worship 
is an offertory – the chance to lift up to 
God what he has given to us.  We want 
our kids to be able to participate in that in 
their act of worship now and in their on-
going formation as worshippers.  You 
don’t have to give your child money each 
Sunday (it is absolutely not required).  
But do consider giving your child                                                                                            
VBV some change (even just a quarter) to put in the offering basket during 
children’s chapel.  This money will go to supporting Heifer International, a 
group that equips hungry people around the world move toward sustainable 
sufficiency.  The children’s offering will go specifically to providing a bee hive, 
a critical part of agriculture and stewarding God’s good creation.   
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Julie Shuman, and lovingly prepared for mailing each 
month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Diana Behme, Argie Bennett, Jean Case, Jim Kay, Mary 
Jones, Marilyn Judd, Myra Katovich, Carol & Ted Knox, Lynn Olive, Jeannie Perry, Sue Schryver, Ralph & Sue Stahl, 
Bettsy Wahl  & Yuri Willcox. 

RRRReeeeaaaacccchhhhiiiinnnngggg    OOOOuuuutttt    
When Hurricane Michael raked the Southeast last October, 

buildings in Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and North and South 

Carolina were buffeted by the powerful winds.  "We're at a 

time when every tree is down and every roof is 

compromised," Dwight Babcock of the Diocese of the 

Central Gulf Coast stated on October 15.  Yet of the 11 

damaged Episcopal churches In that diocese, ten held 

services the Sunday following the storm. 

Michael came ashore on October 10 near Panama City with 

winds of 155 mph.  Within three days, the Bishop of the 

Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast was visiting parishes and 

distributing generators and other emergency supplies.  The 

Diocese, which includes the Florida Panhandle and parts of 

southern Alabama, created an online Hurricane Relief Hub with information on how to 

donate to relief efforts as well as resources for emergency preparedness and response. 

The people of the Southeast face a lengthy period of recovery.  As Dwight Babcock says, 

the recovery "is a marathon, not a sprint."  A visit to the website of the Diocese of the 

Central Gulf Coast (https://www.diocgc.org) reveals a diocese that is alive and flourishing 

despite the ravages of nature.  In a compelling article on the tradition of daily prayer, the 

Rev. Kammy Young writes "...as Hurricane Michael was passing through our diocese, there 

were 28 people from Episcopal churches all over the country gathered in my living room 

to pray for you all ... virtually, but powerfully.  I'd like for you to know how to do that too 

for whatever storms, joys, or sorrows come your way from day to day."   

The Social Issues Commission, on behalf of the people of St. George's, has sent a 

donation of $1000.00 to support the ongoing recovery efforts in the Diocese of the 

Central Gulf Coast. 
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Epiphany: Visitation of the Three Kings 
This year the Feast of Epiphany 
(January 6th) fell on a Sunday, and 
St. George’s continued its tradition of 
having the Three Kings (wise men) 
process in singing the great hymn 
“We Three Kings” and place gifts at 
the nativity crèche. We are thankful 
to our three choir members who 
played the roles and sang solos for 
the verses of the hymn: Bryan Daly, 
Robert Sievers, and Coleman Clark. 
Robert said of the experience, “When 
I first came to St. George’s as a boy 
and saw the Three Kings I told 
myself, ‘I want to do that someday’, 
and now I have the opportunity to 
sing as a part of this tradition.”  

 

Epiphany is a beautiful season of the Church Year, often overlooked because it falls in between 
Christmas and Lent. It focuses on asking the question, “Who is this Jesus, whose birth we have 
just celebrated?” Indeed the Bible readings focus on many of Jesus’ prominent teachings and 
miracles which help answer this great question, and the season is bookended by the Baptism of 
Jesus and the Transfiguration.  

 

There is a logical and almost necessary sequence to the season: in between celebrating the birth 
of Christ and walking through his final days (his death on the cross and his resurrection), we must 
square ourselves with who he actually is. To the magi who visited him at his infancy and brought 
gifts he was the King of the Jews, the rightful king of God’s people, whose birth was announced 
not by a guy with a loud voice and a trumpet, but by the stars of heaven. This same Jesus 
demonstrated himself to be more than a dear little child, but “who is God and Lord of all” (to 
quote the carol, “Once in royal David’s City”). This Lord of All through his teachings and miracles 
demonstrated himself to be the Messiah, the Promised One, who would redeem humanity from 
sin, and usher in the New Creation. Getting these facts right, getting this vision of Jesus correct, is 
most important before we enter into Lent and emphasize that we who trust in this Lord Jesus, 

become living sacrifices to his glory.  
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DDDDiiiidddd    yyyyoooouuuu    kkkknnnnoooowwww    ....    ....    ....    
…coffee hour is a great time to get to know people. Whether it is long time friends or 
welcoming a new face to our parish, coffee hour is part of the fellowship of the saints. 
Community and fellowship like this are central to our lives as Christians, “…and they devoted 
themselves to the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread, and to 
prayer” (Acts 2:42). With this in mind, it is a good time to revisit some of the guidelines and 
expectations of both hosts and participants.  
 
Each week a member (individual, couple, or family) is needed to sign up and host coffee hour. 
The sign up board is in the Parish Hall. On the first Sunday of each month a parish ministry is 
scheduled to host as a way of, 1) elevating the presence of that ministry within the parish so 
that people get to know who is involved with the ministry and what they do, and 2) provide an 
opportunity for new people to sign up and join that ministry. All the other weeks of the month 
parish members host Coffee Hour. 
 
Expectations for Coffee Hour hosting 
 

  * Average Sunday coffee hour, plan for 60 - 80 guests.  
  * Hosts should plan to spend no more than $30 - $35 (which for comparison is the amount 

for sponsoring altar flowers for Sundays) 
  * If a Host would like to spend more than that they are welcome to (we do not want to 

discourage generosity!) but please be assured the expectation is $30-$35. 
  * Recommend one or two snack items plus juice for children (no red dye juices please). 

Suggested snack items: cookies, crackers, cheese, fruit.  
  * When you sign up there is a more detailed list of instructions posted in the Parish Hall 

Kitchen. 
 
Guidelines for All to Better Enjoy Coffee Hour 
 
Coffee Hour is a great time to enjoy a snack, sip some joe, and catch up with friends and meet 
new people. There are often a lot of us in the Parish Hall, so here are a few helpful reminders: 
 

  * Parents, please supervise children with their food 
and beverages. 

  * Please do not eat on the stage - sitting on the steps 
is ok, but please do not use the tables or other 
furniture or instruments on the stage for sitting or 
eating on.  

  * Please do not use the Library for eating – normally 
this door is closed or locked 

  * Please clean up after yourself – the custodian will 
vacuum the floor on Monday and the hosts will do 
as much as they can to tidy up, but you can bless 
them by doing your part to help.  

 

 


