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ATTENTION!!! 
  

Come out and get some CHILI! 

 

On Sunday, February 18
th
, our Third Sunday Lunch Team  

will host St. George's Annual Chili Cook-off! 
 

This is a free lunch following the 10:30 service and a great time for 

fellowship.  We'll have a contest for best chili too! 
 

If you'd like to enter your chili, just bring your best batch down to the 
Undercroft by 10:15 on Sunday morning.  Be sure you give it a name so we 

know how to label it! 
 

Even if you're not entering your recipe, come and join us!  We need you to 

be a judge! 
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The Unfolding Story  The Unfolding Story  The Unfolding Story  The Unfolding Story                                                                                                                                                                              The Rev. Calvin Lane, Ph.D.The Rev. Calvin Lane, Ph.D.The Rev. Calvin Lane, Ph.D.The Rev. Calvin Lane, Ph.D.    

As I hope you know, we’re immersing our 

congrega�on’s life in John’s Gospel this spring and, truth 

be told, Ben and I have wanted to do this book since we 

first dreamed up the “For Everyone” program three years 

ago.  However, back in 2016 we felt that Mark was the 

right star�ng place because it is the “starter Gospel,” and 

then Exodus in 2017 seemed the next logical step, 

especially because Exodus actually is a controlling mo�f 

in the New Testament.  But John!  Ah, John with its 

poetry: “In the beginning was the word… and the word 

was made flesh.”  I vividly recall when I was a kid my 

pastor (a man I idolized) men�oning that one has to 

really get Ma7hew, Mark, and Luke, and then you can 

sink your teeth into John.  John seemed to me like the 

treat for the mature Chris�an!  And that is certainly the 

truth.  The Fourth Gospel has been called shallow enough 

for a child to play in and deep enough for an Elephant to 

swim through.  It’s the Gospel that doesn’t actually have 

the story of Jesus taking bread and wine and saying this is 

my body and blood – yet the whole narra�ve is 

Eucharis�c, with Jesus declaring himself to be the bread 

that has come down from heaven.  It is at once mys�cal 

and poe�c yet plain and straigh;orward.  Jesus is 

rhapsodic about his long-hidden rela�onship with God 

the Father, but his glory on the cross is revealed for all 

the world to see.  Jesus in John’s Gospel also has sharp 

words for the religious leaders of first century Judaism, 

but the whole story shows him to be not a rupture with 

ancient Israel but its targeted trajectory and indeed it’s 

flourishing in Israel’s priestly witness to the whole of 

God’s beloved crea�on.  And that theme courses through 

John’s Gospel start to finish. 

John’s Gospel begins with a wondrous reflec�on 

on God speaking a word before �me even began and 

through that word God made all things – and then, when 

the �me was right, the word took on flesh and became a 

human being.  What a fascina�ng claim: that God did not 

simply teach some abstract ideas or moral proposi�ons 

or codes for living or even some sage wisdom.  Instead, 

God entered into our finitude, our limita�ons, our 

muddled ambigui�es and anxie�es, our earthiness, our 

messiness, our mortality.  This is the stuff of Christmas to 

be sure!  But look a bit more closely at something else 

going on in this first chapter (known as John’s 

prologue).  The author is saying, very clearly, that Jesus 

was at work in crea�on, that Jesus was at work in the 

calling of Israel to be his own people, that Jesus was 

there when Moses was given the law on Sinai, that Jesus 

surrounded the prophets of ancient Israel.  And now 

Jesus has come among his own to make God’s promises a 

reality for the whole of God’s beloved crea�on.  Before 

the first chapter is finished, we find Jesus mee�ng Philip 

and Nathaniel, and Philip exclaims that Jesus is the one 

Moses and the prophets wrote about.  Jesus says the 

same later in chapter 5.  In John’s Gospel, Jesus becomes 

the very centerpiece of not only this book’s narra�ve, but 

the whole arc of salva�on history – and not simply some 

teachings or ideas, but Jesus himself.  So, in this sense, 

Israel’s story is the very matrix or context for Jesus.  In 

other words, to understand Jesus and his purposes 

rightly, you have to understand Israel’s story; and 

conversely, you have to understand Jesus to truly unfold 

what God’s covenantal rela�onship with Israel was all 

about.  That’s a claim that was shocking to many then – 

and even some now.  The claims about Jesus in the 

Fourth Gospel leads to Jesus being “liDed up” and there, 

on the cross, Jesus draws the world to himself.  Here we 

have the same Word through which all of crea�on was 

made, joining with crea�on, and now dying for crea�on.  

This is a magnificent story.  I hope you’ll be blessed, 
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Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…                    by the Rev. Ben Phillips    
…the new door buzzer system has been installed on the front door (main doors) of the church? This new system was 

installed in January to allow be7er monitoring and control of access to the building, par�cularly during Office Hours 

on weekdays. This project came about as a result of the year-long task that the Vestry has undertaken to improve 

the safety and security of our building and the people who work, live, and worship here. The buzzer system is the 

same type of system that you would find on a school door or even on an apartment building.  

Normally in the past all the doors to the church except the front doors were locked during the week. 

However, staff can’t see this door and are not able to monitor who is entering and/or leaving the building. This is a 

safety issue on a number of levels, not the least of which is 

that we have a preschool on the premises during the week. 

Presently in most cases the front doors will also be locked 

during the week and entrance will require the use of the 

buzzer system.  

If you arrive during regular office hours (Monday 

through Thursday, 8:30am – 3:30pm) and the main doors are 

locked, look to your right for the grey rectangular box just to 

the right of the door windows (see picture on right). There is a 

large, round, silver “door bell” bu7on on the box, press it and 

you should hear a ‘door bell chime’. The office staff can then 

speak with you via the intercom and then ‘buzz’ you in. You 

should hear an actual buzz or hum sound and when you do go 

ahead and open the right side door (not the leD side). If you 

wait too long un�l aDer the hum/buzz stops you will have to 

call in again.  

A few things to note. The buzzer system will not be in use on Sundays, please enter the building as you 

normally would for worship services. All the keys issued which have unlocked the front doors will con�nue to work 

normally. Also, there are two main doors, the buzzer system is only set up on the east door of the two (that is, the 

one on the right as you are standing outside looking into the building), so make sure that is the one you pull to open 

when being buzzed in.  

Thanks are due to the Building & Grounds Commission and to Pat MacKenzie who was Project Manager.  

Improve Your Balance: Improve Your Balance: Improve Your Balance: Improve Your Balance:     Prevent FallsPrevent FallsPrevent FallsPrevent Falls    
 

February 6, 2018 - Tuesday, 1 PM  in the Parish Hall 
 

Come and learn how to improve your balance and prevent 
falls.  This class is sponsored by Health Ministry and will be 
taught by a physical therapist from Good Samaritan 
Hospital.   
 

For questions, you are welcome to call Joan Purdon, who 
leads the Health Ministry Team:  770-713-2957. 



 

 

Music NotesMusic NotesMusic NotesMusic Notes    
February 4: Proper 5 

Laudate Dominum by Mozart (1756-1791): Mozart's final choral work for Salzburg Cathedral (from which he was unceremoniously fired 
in 1781) is a grand setting of five psalms appointed for use at vespers (evening prayer) in the Roman Catholic Church, as well as the 
Magnificat. "Laudate Dominum" uses the text of Psalm 113 and features a soprano soloist. 
 

Nunc Dimittis in G by Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995): Sumsion was organist of Gloucester Cathedral for nearly forty years in the early 
20th century, and composed a large amount of music for use in Anglican services. The Nunc Dimittis or "Song of Simeon" is based on 
Simeon's declaration in the Gospel of Luke and is the appointed canticle for night prayer (compline) in the Roman Catholic Church. In 
the Anglican tradition, it is used in choral evensong services along with the Magnificat. 
 

February 11: Transfiguration Sunday 

Canticle of Transfiguration by Franklin Ashdown (b. 1942): Ashdown is a living American composer whose works have been widely 
performed and recorded for several decades. "Canticle of Transfiguration" was published in 2016. 
 

"Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth" from Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1846): The oratorio Elijah is one of his crowning 
achievements of Felix Mendelssohn, the most revered composer of the early Victorian period. In addition to relatively frequent complete 
performances, the work is widely excerpted and performed by church choirs and smaller ensembles. 
 

February 14: Ash Wednesday 

Have Mercy on Me , O God by Carl Schalk (b. 1929): One of the most widely performed choral composers of the 20th century, Carl 
Schalk has been a fixture in Lutheran church music for seven decades. The penitential psalm 51 has been a widely set by composers 
since at least the early 16th century, with those of Josquin Desprez and William Byrd being particularly well known.  
 

Bless the Lord, O My Soul by Mikail Ippolitof-Ivanof (1859-1935): A respected and sought-after teacher both before and after the 
Russian Revolution, Mikail Ippolitof-Ivanof is best known for his Caucasian Sketches for orchestra. "Bless the Lord, O My Soul" comes 
from his Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom and uses the chordal, syllabic style common do much music written for the Russian Orthodox 
Church.  
 

Lay Up For Yourselves by Ned Rorem (b. 1923): A near-contemporary of Leonard Bernstein and Samuel Barber, Rorem is one of the 
last representatives of the vein of American modernism espoused by the students of the famous Nadia Boulanger. He has written 
hundreds of compositions, including many anthems for church choir. "Lay Up For Yourselves" is based on Jesus's words in 
Matthew 6:20 and features Rorem's poignantly chromatic style.  
 

February 18, Lent 1 

Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley by Dale Wood (1934-2003): Dale Wood was an admired figure in Lutheran church music in the 
late 20th century. He wrote numerous choral and organ works in an accessible style. 
 

Call to Remembrance by Richard Farrant (1530-1580): Active during the tumultuous years following the English Reformation, Richard 
Farrant was organist at St. George's Chapel, Windsor. "Call to Remembrance" is one of his several small-scale, attractive anthems.  
 

February 25, Lent 2 

Lord of the Dance, arr. Larry Flemming (1936-2003): An active conductor and composer, Larry Flemming taught at Luther Seminary 
and Valparaiso University, and founded the National Lutheran Choir in 1986. His setting of "Lord of the Dance" is colorful and 
rhythmically intricate. 
 

"Ich folge dir Gleichfalls" from St. John Passion by J.S. Bach (1685-1750). Bach probably composed dramatic musical settings of the 
passion narrative from each of the four Gospels during his time in Leipzig, but only the St. Matthew and St. John have survived. St. 
John is the earlier of the two and is much admired for its emotional directness and dramatic intensity. Bach's passion settings consist of 
text drawn from the Gospels delivered in recitative, longer arias which reflect and comment on the action, and interpolated Lutheran 
chorales. The soprano aria "Ich folge dir Gleichfalls" ("I too 
follow you") appears towards the beginning of the work, after 
the Evangelist (narrator) describes Peter following Jesus at a 
distance. As he often did, Bach gives a musical portrayal of 
the text, with the flute "following" the vocal soloist throughout 
the work.  
 

St. George's Choir rehearses every Thursday from 7-9. 
Please consider becoming a choir member! Previous 
experience and the ability to read music are beneficial, 
but not required. Contact Dr. Crean 
at music@stgeorgeohio.org for more information.  
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Reaching OutReaching OutReaching OutReaching Out    
A significant part of our parish outreach through the Social Issues Commission benefits local 
nonprofits, and We Care Arts is a perfect example.  We Care Arts benefits people in Montgomery, 
Greene, Warren, and Miami counties who live with physical, cognitive, and developmental 
disabilities.   
 

As clients create and sell pieces of art in a loving and supportive environment, they receive 
supplemental income as well as affirmation of their self-worth.  Clients of We Care Arts include 
adults, teens, and children who deal with many challenges including epilepsy, Down 
syndrome, and mental illness. 

 

To learn more about We Care Arts, go to www.wecarearts.org.  As the holidays approach, visit the We Care Arts Gift Shop at 
Town and Country Shopping Center near Trader Joe’s to see the work created by this group of exceptional artists. 

St. George’s  Golf  ScrambleSt. George’s  Golf  ScrambleSt. George’s  Golf  ScrambleSt. George’s  Golf  Scramble    
The Annual St. George’s  Golf Scramble at Yankee Trace was a big success. The weather was perfect for golf and everyone had a good time. 

We managed to put together five foursomes and began play about mid-morning. We trickled into the clubhouse for sandwiches and prizes 

around 4pm. Matt Hodges, his friend, Brian Fetter, Bob Perry and I managed to bag a score of 65 for first place. Glenn, Marian and James 

Rodgers and Doug Reno took low net. It was such a glorious day and everyone was a winner. 

It was more than just a fun outing. We had many hole sponsors again this year and raised about $640.00 for the Assistance Fund. This money 

came forth just in time for helping people in the winter and holiday season. Thank you to all our contributors who made this outing a success! 

Charlie Roup and I have put many of these outings together over the past years. We owe everything to our mentor, Ralph Stahl, who passed 

the golf club on to us. Charlie and I would like to do the same. If any of our parishioners would like to take over this event, we will be glad to 

lend our help and support. 

Patrick MacKenzie 

FEBRUARY YOUTH MINISTRY FEBRUARY YOUTH MINISTRY FEBRUARY YOUTH MINISTRY FEBRUARY YOUTH MINISTRY     

High School Bible Study – Library at 9:30 on Sundays 

Middle School Bible Study – Chapel at 9:30 on Sundays 
Sunday, Feb 11 – following the 10:30 service, lunch together and then Dayton Escape Room! 
 Sam Galloway and Drew Dillon are our youth leaders. 
Sunday, Feb 18 – following 3rd Sunday Lunch, Mission Trip Prep  

(ALL YOUTH & ALL ADULTS) 
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On Saturday, January 20
th
 over 60 members of our parish, including staff, vestry, ushers, vergers, and many other, 

met in the Parish Hall to learn about safety and crime prevent. The seminar was led by a crime preven�on officer of 

the Dayton Police Department and covered such topics as personal safety, understanding and preven�ng crime, and 

safety measures to take when confronted with an ac�ve shooter situa�on. This seminar is part of a larger endeavor 

to improve safety and security at our church and to help equip as many people in our parish family to take 

responsibility for their own safety and, as much as possible, those around them. Parish leaders and staff who 

a7ended will be mee�ng to u�lize this informa�on and develop procedures and strategies specifically for St. 

George’s.  

If you were not able to a7end the seminar unfortunately due to agency copyright the event was not able to be 

recorded. However, if you are interested in learning more please go to www.ocpa-oh.org , or check out the book The 

Gi� Of Fear by Gavin De Becker. If you would like more informa�on on what authori�es are recommending when 

facing an ac�ve shooter scenario the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has a video on YouTube that is about 5 

minutes, just search for “DHS Run Hide Fight” (please watch with discre�on, may not be suitable for children).  

 

Many thanks to Joan Purdon and the Safety Team for organizing this event. 

Safety TrainingSafety TrainingSafety TrainingSafety Training    
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This past Advent our children’s chapel blessed our worship service with “Joy to the World” singing all 

four verses of the well known and beloved hymn. The presenta�on started off which two of our 

older kids giving a poe�c reading of the significance of the birth of Christ. Thanks to our Hannah and 

Megan our Children’s music leaders, to all the parents who helped out and to our kids for doing a 

great job! 

2017 Children’s Christmas Pageant2017 Children’s Christmas Pageant2017 Children’s Christmas Pageant2017 Children’s Christmas Pageant    
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8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m.  

Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This 

mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18----20) We 20) We 20) We 20) We 

pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship————LoveLoveLoveLove————LearnLearnLearnLearn————ServeServeServeServe    


