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Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This 

mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18-20) We 

pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  

Worship—Love—Learn—Serve 
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In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 

the flaming darts of the evil one;  and take up the helmet of salvation, and the 

Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

– Ephesians 6:16 

Then said S. George: Fair daughter, doubt ye no thing hereof for I shall help 

thee in the name of Jesu Christ…as they spake together the dragon appeared 

and came running to them, and S. George was  upon his horse, and drew out 

his sword and garnished him with the sign of the cross, and rode hardily 

against the dragon... 

 – Of St. George, Martyr, from The Golden Legend 

Archbishop of  Canterbury to teach free online course during Advent 

Justyn Welby, the 105th Archbishop of Canterbury, will be teaching a free online 
course during Advent called, “Getting More Out of the Bible”. For more 
information and to   register go to this website address: 

https://www.churchnext.tv/library/how-to-read-the-bible-better/about/  

Be sure to scroll down and watch the introductory video. In this course, students 
will learn how to get more out of the Bible through Archbishop Welby’s inspiring 
words and a plethora of Bible resources to help make Bible reading more 
insightful, practical, and transformative. The Archbishop offers three lectures to 
help us. Stephen Lyon, leader of a project called The Bible in the Life of the 
Church offers a fourth. Their titles are:        

Approaching Scripture; Scripture in Worship; Studying Scripture; and 
Encountering Scripture. 

This course is ideal for people who are new to the Bible, as well as those who 
know the Bible well but are looking for inspiration and resources. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSxuq7vczQAhVFZCYKHSYQAiQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Foldpathsbaptistchurch.com%2Fthe-sword-of-the-spirit%2F&bvm=bv.139782543,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEUzWhWDHM4FsQi-V808QUzez2Qmw&
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrmYrqt8zQAhUI7yYKHd_6AP0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstancarey.wordpress.com%2F2013%2F05%2F31%2Fst-george-total-legend%2F&psig=AFQjCNGL6SBzHBgFPiDrcmYOjvlfEgE5_w&ust=148
https://www.churchnext.tv/library/how-to-read-the-bible-better/about/
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1517-2017: 500th Anniversary of  the Reformation           by The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane 
Some may know that my area of research in grad 
school was the era of the Reformation, a major period 
of change, renewal, and redirection in western 
Christianity.  If we have to pick a “start date,” the best 
choice is Martin Luther’s public sharing of his 95 
Theses (propositions or questions) on October 31st, 
1517.   

This year, on the 500th anniversary of the 95 Theses, 
there will be major celebrations and academic/church 
conferences around the world on the legacy of the 
Reformation and we at St. George’s will engage that 
legacy too.  Luther’s concern in 1517 was primarily 
with the sale of indulgences to remit time in purgatory.  
Reformers like Luther developed and worked out their 
ideas over time; interestingly Luther himself even 
assumed the existence of Purgatory in the 95 Theses, 
rejecting it later.  Likewise, Luther did not change the 
language of worship in Wittenberg from Latin to 
German until 1525, almost a decade later.  And he 
remained celibate for years too, eventually marrying in 
1525.  You see, the bundle of issues we lump together 
as “the reformation” is somewhat artificial.  And 
reformers would come to disagree with each other.  
However, let’s look carefully at Luther’s question in 
1517 to really understand what we’re celebrating.  For 
Luther in 1517, the pressing question was how does 
God save us?  Behind it, though, was an even 
deeper question: how do you know?  The right 
answer, that God saves us by grace not on account of 

our works apart from him, isn’t right just because the 
math checks out or because it makes us “feel” good.  
It’s not even the right answer because certain early 
church fathers taught it.  The reason justification by 
grace is the right answer is because it is found clearly 
in scripture, that primary source for Christian belief 
and practice.  If we are not grounded first and 
foremost in scripture, then we are wandering far 
afield.   

I would argue that the most lasting inheritance the 
whole of western Christianity today enjoys from this 
period is the position of scripture in the life of the 
church.  Richard Hooker, a figure from the close of the 
sixteenth century, was part of the “clean up” after the 
initial generations of fire and fervor.  He clearly said 
that tradition and conciliar reason (thinking together, 
not in isolation) have major roles in the life of the 
church, but they always fall behind scripture which 
must come first.  It’s often said that Hooker developed 
a three-legged tool of scripture, tradition, and reason.  
The reality is that Hooker never wrote about a three-
legged-stool. He spoke of the primary law of scripture, 
followed by conciliar reason and tradition.  Hooker 
wrote that “what Scripture doth plainly deliver, to that 
the first place both of credit and obedience is due” (Of 
the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, Book V, 8:2).  We 
Anglicans certainly use and celebrate tradition and 
conciliar reason, but we never use tradition and 
conciliar reason as “checks and balances” on scripture.   

Here at St. George’s we enjoy that reformation 
inheritance in all the Bible studies we offer, forming 
disciples in the very grammar of Christianity.  We learn 
that “grammar” by being soaked in scripture.  
Scripture starts to shape the way we perceive the 
whole world and our lives. This spring we have an 
awesome opportunity for the whole congregation and 
it will happen through multiple ministries (not just 
Bible studies): Exodus for Everyone.  This will build on 
our earlier Mark for Everyone series.  Please join us, 
and celebrate this great gift we have from the 
reformation!   
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December Youth Events 

The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Jan Gimbrone, and prepared for mailing each month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Argie 

Bennett, Rudy Gimbrone, Mary Jones, Marilyn Judd,  Dorothy Pepper, Tony Pepper, Jeannie Perry, Sam Strother, Sue Strother & Yuri Willcox. 

December 4 - St. Lucy’s Bonfire & 
Cookout at Grant Park (leave after  
10:30 a.m. service) 
 

 
December 11 - Youth leading 
Evening Prayer as part of the 5 p.m. 
service (come at 3:30 p.m. to prep) 
 
 

December 18 – Youth helping to Green 
the church following 10:30 a.m. service 
 

Youth Group will be on break after 
December 18th, resuming on January 15th. 

2nd Annual EQUIP Conference a great success 
On Saturday, November 5th, St. George's hosted 
our second annual discipleship conference. This 
year’s theme was Christianity & the Arts. We 
welcomed some 50 adults and children to learn 
and delight in the intersection of our faith and the 
visual and musical arts. We were blessed to have 
Matt Burgy, a local artist, Dr. Rachel Smith, 
professor at Taylor University, and our own St. 
George’s Choir who sang an uplifting Evensong. 
Thank you to all who made this great event 
possible! 
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Family Ministries 
Sign up for Exodus for Everyone 
Beginning February 5we’re starting a PARISH-WIDE 
study of the Book of Exodus!  Just like last spring 
when we explored the book of Mark, this will draw 
together many ministries and programs at St. 
George’s.  Sign up for a copy of Exodus for 
Everyone, a book we will offer for $10 in the Welcome 
Lounge.  This parish-wide study, though, will be 
much bigger than simply reading a book!  We’ll enjoy 
a visit from a guest scholar, Dr. Don Collet, professor of Old Testament at Trinity 
Episcopal School for Ministry (Ben’s seminary) in April.  This will definitely be a major 
blessing for you as we come to Holy Week and Easter as the themes of Exodus loom in 
the background!  For all questions, please ask the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane 
associate@stgeorgeohio.org 
 
Children’s Pageant, Advent Lessons & Carols, Greening of the Church (Dec 18) 

This year we’re having a special Advent-themed 
Lessons and Carols on 4th Advent and we’re having 
an Advent-themed Children’s Pageant as part of the 
liturgy.  The children will offer tableaus during the 5 
lessons to help us better hear the message of the 
prophets to prepare ourselves for the one who is to 
come!  Children will be preparing during the 9:30 
music program during Advent.  There will be no 
8am or 5pm services on that Sunday.  And 
following the 10:30 service we will “green” the 

church; all hands will be needed!  Parents of children in the pageant: remember we will 
have a rehearsal on Saturday, Dec 17 at 10am. 
 
Children’s start in worship during Advent 
During the season of Advent, children will begin in the nave (as 
opposed to starting in our children’s ministry classrooms).  They 
will be invited forward to see the Crèche figurines each Sunday 
and the lighting of the Advent Wreath.  Then their teachers will 
take them downstairs for Godly Play and Let the Children Come.  
They will return at the Peace.  Parents: if you child is in our 9:30 
music program / pageant prep, please be sure to pick them up at 
10:15 as they will not be shepherded to the classrooms as usual 
between programs. 
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Stewardship Update                                      by Chris Rondeau    

Did You Know…        

As we launch the new Sword and Spirit, your Stewardship team is pleased to begin this new section – “The Next 
Step Forward.” As part of our Stewardship “revamp” our research and subsequent commitment to our parish is 
to make Stewardship a year-round endeavor and to improve the communication throughout the year.  

Before describing what we are setting out to do in this section, we’ll start with what we’re not going to be – this 
isn’t going to be bludgeoning you with pledge requests all year. Our hope is that this section doesn’t conjure up 
that feeling when you tune into NPR for the news only to hear that its pledge drive season again (…plus we don’t 
have totes to give away to get back to the regular programming). The Next Step Forward is going to be where 
you’ll get information on what your pledges, tithes, offerings, and contributions are doing for the mission of St. 
George’s. As Fr. Ben has preached and you’ve heard throughout this last pledge season – St. George’s starts 
with the mission to make disciples, and we do that through our four mission areas of love, learn, serve, and wor-
ship. In other words, The Next Step Forward will be a report to you that ties our joyful giving of time, talent, and 
treasure to our mission areas and our Christ commissioned mission.  

To begin our first attempt to meet that goal, I’m pleased to report on our 2017 pledge drive. We set a goal to 
grow our budget to support new or expanded support to all four mission areas. Along with that, the Stewardship 
team made a request to the whole congregation to become a new pledger or, if possible, to increase your exist-
ing pledge. As pledge cards come in, here’s where we stand as of 11/13: 

Current # of Pledges for 2017:  116  

Includes: 8 new pledges   

  48 increased pledges 

Total amount pledged for 2017:  $371,363 

As you may remember, our 2017 proposed budget is $562,292 and we’re well on our way. Thank you for the 
prayerful consideration that you and all of St. George’s has put into this. We’ll keep you posted as this continues 
to the end of the year. If there is data or feedback you’d particularly like to see in The Next Step Forward, please 
let us know and we’ll gladly put an article together as we, in fact, take the next step forward in the life of St. 
George’s and go make disciples of Christ.  

Clergy celebrate the anniversary of their ordinations? Well they do! And 
this December our clergy have a number of them to celebrate. Dave 
Cottrill, our affiliate priest, is celebrating the 50th anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood on December 17th! Ben Phillips, our rector, is 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of his ordination on December 6th, and 
Cal Lane, our associate rector, is celebrating the 5th anniversary of his 
ordination on December 13th. All these milestone anniversaries so close 
to each other! 
 
On Sunday, December 11th (the Third Sunday of Advent) we will be 
marking these anniversaries in a special way. At the 10:30 a.m. service 
the Rt. Rev. Ken Price, retired Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio, will be here at St. George’s to lead a Renewal of Vows for 
our clergy. Afterward there will be a special reception in the Parish Hall in 
place of the regular coffee hour. Incidentally, Bishop Price has informed 
us that he too is celebrating the 48th anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood on December 18th, which makes his visit all the more special.  
 
Please take a moment this month to congratulate our clergy and their wives on these milestones and thank 
them for their faithful service to Jesus Christ and his church for these years and more to come.  

Marty and Dave Cottrill 
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Mark Your Calendars Now! 

St. George’s Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction 

Saturday, January 28, 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Ticket Sales, Wine Donation Sign-ups, and Volunteer Sign-Ups will begin on January 1st.   

Plan to come for a time of food, fellowship, and fun for all ages! 

Now is the time to help gather items for the Silent Auction.   

Can you donate a service or a personal treasure?  Can you solicit a donation from a business you patronize?  Contact Bryan and 
Susan Daly at 306-8462 or dalylink@earthlink.net to contribute to or assist with the auction. Letters acknowledging donations 

are available now. 

Watch for the Volunteer Sign-Up poster in the Welcome Area in January and choose how you 
want to be involved.  

Whether it’s selling raffle tickets, making meatballs, setting tables, cooking spaghetti, or helping with clean-up, there’s a job for 
everyone, and it's a great way to get to know your fellow parishioners. 

If you have questions or offers of help, contact Thelma Best at 434-5486 or bestowlpost@gmail.com or Julie Powers at 602-1335 
or dpowers5@woh.rr.com. 

All proceeds from the Dinner, the Auction, and the 50/50 Raffle will benefit the outreach of our parish to 
those in need in the Dayton community, across the U.S., and around the world.  

CHRISTMASTIDE 2016  

Sunday, December 18
th

 (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 

10:30 a.m.   Advent Lessons & Carols w/ Children’s Pageant 

Greening of the Church following 10:30 service 

No 8:00am or 5:00 pm services 

Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24
th

) 

4:30 p.m. Musical Prelude 

5:00 p.m. Family Service w/ Holy Communion – Nursery care for 3 & under 

Children are invited to bring gifts of disposable diapers and other infant items,  

which will be donated to local charities.  

NOTE: Service time is not at 11:00pm 

9:30 p.m. Musical Prelude – featuring St. George’s Choir & Oakwood Brass 

10:00 p.m. Festive Holy Eucharist (w/ incense) Nursery care is not available at this service. 

Christmas Day (Sunday, December 25
th

) 

10:30 a.m. Rite 1 Holy Eucharist Nursery care is not available at this service. 

Sunday, January 1
st

 (First Sunday of Christmas, Holy Name) 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, no Nursery or Sunday School 

No 8:00am or 5:00 pm services 

Sunday, January 8
th

 (First Sunday of Epiphany) 

All services 8:00am, 10:30am, and 5:00pm resume normal scheduling, Nursery open.  

No Sunday school or Education programming. 

Sunday, January 15
th

 (Second Sunday of Epiphany) 

All programs (Youth Group, Sunday School, etc.) and Bible Studies resume regular 
spring schedule. 
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Advent at St. George's 
Preparing through Worshiping, Loving, Learning, & Serving   

 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  (Isaiah 40:3) 

 
1. Prepare through Learning 

 Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA  for a great 2 minute fun introduction to Advent 
 This Advent, Justin Welby, the archbishop of Canterbury has produced a helpful, free online class on 

reading scripture to know God.  It takes 45 minutes. Read more about it and register at 
www.anglicannews.org/news/2016/11/archbishop-of-canterbury-in-online-advent-course.aspx. 

 And of course we offer our Sunday Bible Studies / Classes for all ages! 
 
2. Prepare through Serving  

 The Giving Tree is out 
 St. Vincent dePaul Barrels are out (canned goods, pajamas) 
 We'll have our diaper drive again on Christmas Eve 
 And be sure to help "green" the church following the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, December 18. 

 
3. Prepare through Prayer & Worship 

 Through Advent, our children will begin in worship (instead of their classrooms).  This way they can 
come forward during the lighting of the Advent Wreath and see the Nativity Scene figurines slowly 
assemble, waiting for the Christ child.  Our children will be dismissed after the lighting of the wreath each 
Sunday; they will return at the Peace. 

 On Sunday, Dec 18 we will have a special Advent Lessons and Carols at 10:30.  This will be slightly 
different from the traditional L&C Service in that we'll hear scripture that invites us to prepare for the 
king.  Also, our children will dramatically interpret the lessons. 

 Cal will be selling a few Advent Wreathes during Coffee Hour this Sunday (Nov 27).  You can also simply 
buy the candles if that is all you need.  This is a great focus for your daily prayer during Advent. 

 Each Sunday, take home your scripture insert and daily pray the Weekly Collect (prayer) which we print 
at the top.  Try also to use the daily scripture readings for the week (Nov 27-Dec 3) which we include in 
the Messenger.   

 
4.  Prepare through Loving 

 We have fellowship every Sunday at Coffee Hour (follows the 10:30 service).  On Dec 11 we'll have a 
special coffee hour to celebrate with our three priests as they each have significant anniversaries of their 
ordinations: the Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill celebrates 50 years of priesthood, the Rev. Ben Phillips 
celebrate 10 years of priesthood, and the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane celebrates 5 years of priesthood.  The Rt. 
Rev. Ken Price (assisting bishop of Southern Ohio) will be with us that Sunday to hear our three priests 
renew their ordination vows!  Be sure to celebrate with us!     

SPAGHETTI DINNER WINE & CENTERPIECES NEEDED 

CENTERPIECES 

During December and January, please include jars or cans of pasta sauce and boxes of pasta among your donations 
to fill the red wagons for the Dayton Episcopal Food Pantry.  We will set the pasta and sauce aside to use in the 
centerpieces on the tables at the Spaghetti Dinner and afterwards send them on to the food pantry.  Your donations 
of pasta and sauce will fill two needs and bring double blessings!   

WINE TABLE 

New this year:   To ensure a balanced variety and quantity of w ines, we w ill have sign -up sheets for wine 
donations.  Beginning January 1, you may sign up to donate a bottle (or bottles) of wine for the wine table.  Because 
alcohol may not be stored nor left for pick up at St. George's, please bring wine donations on Sundays only and give them 
directly to Thelma or Julie, who will store the bottles at their homes until the dinner.   If you would like to make a 
donation to stock the wine table, please contact Julie Powers at 602-1335 or dpowers5@woh.rr.com.  Salud! 

Please remember that, by law, St. George's is required to obtain a temporary liquor permit for the Spaghetti Dinner, 
which allows us to sell wine by the glass at the Spaghetti Dinner.  BYOB is not permitted.  We may also include bottles of 
wine in the Silent Auction, but the bottles may not be opened and consumed at the Dinner.  They must be taken home.  
Only wine and no other form of alcohol is permitted at the Spaghetti Dinner or in the Silent Auction.  Please help make 
this a success:  in January, donate a bottle of wine for the dinner and buy a glass or two at the dinner to enjoy with food 
and friends.  Questions?  Contact Thelma Best at 434-5486. 
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