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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

St. George’s Parish Picnic
August 15,beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
on the front lawn of the Rectory 

Pot Luck with burgers hot dogs, and brats 
supplied by St. George’s

 
Bring a dish to share with other families. 

Richard Carr (245-1735) is the organizer and 
will need volunteers for setup, some fun games 

for the kids and grill chefs. 

Please sign up to help and let us know what you 
are bringing on the display in 

the Welcome Lounge. 

So bring a dish to share 
and join in the festivities!
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

It was five years ago to 
the day (at the time of 
writing this) that Amy 
and I arrived in Dayton. 
Five years! It doesn’t 
seem like it’s been that 
long, and a lot’s hap-
pened since then. I’m 
certainly not new here 
anymore! At the time 
we just had David, who 
was about 19 months 
old, now we have three 
children, 6, 4, and 16 
months. I have been 
reflecting on these 
last five years and am 
grateful for all that the 
Lord has given to and 
accomplished through 
us. I am grateful for 
this wonderful parish, 
its lovely people, all the 
ministry that is going 
on here, and all that 
has been done and will 
be done. 
One of the challenges 
in parish life, for all of 
us in general but for 
parish leaders especial-
ly, is finding a balance 
between preserving 
what is best – main-
taining a sense of con-
tinuity and familiarity in 

the good sense – and 
striving to push the en-
velope and not fall into 
a ‘business as usual’ 
mode. If a church fails 
at the former then their 
life together will be 
chaotic and emotionally 
destabilized; if a church 
fails at the latter it will 
shrivel and wither and, 
if left unchecked, die. 
As churches grow, as 
ours is, managing this 
balance gets more 
complicated and more 
risky. 
As I look at the next 
five years I do not 
anticipate that it will 
be marked by business 
as usual. Yes we will 
continue to preserve 
our traditions, our rev-
erence and beauty in 
worshipping God, our 
ministries and fellow-
ship together. But it is a 
mark of good health to 
always ask ourselves, 
“Where is God calling 
us to grow, where is 
God challenging us to 
change, what could 
we do differently to 
more effectively be the 
Church and exercise 
our Gospel ministries”? 
As I begin the second 
half of my first decade 
with St. George’s I 
believe we shall seek 
answers to these ques-
tions, and being able 
to focus on these 
things will need to be 
a more important part 

of my ministry here. 
It is very important to 
know that we ought 
not to desire change 
simply for change’s 
sake – Jesus did not 
build his ministry nor 
his Church on fads 
and novelty – neither 
ought we desire stasis 
as its own virtue – Je-
sus builds his Church 
in the world as a living 
breathing entity, not 
a monolithic obelisk. 
Instead, we turn to 
God’s Word, we trust in 
his Holy Spirit, we ask, 
we pray, we listen, we 
wait, take risks, and 
enter into that great 
Christian responsibil-
ity and discipline called 
discernment.
Whatever the answers 
to such questions may 
be – and I certainly do 
not profess to know 
them all – what I do 
know is that we will 
discern God’s will and 
direction for our church 
together. I am honored 
to be your Rector, and 
for my family and me 
to call St. George’s 
home for these and 
many years to come. 

Yours in Christ,

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Vacation Bible School 2015
We had a BLAST at VBS.  We are SO GRATEFUL for everyone’s 
contribution: time, money, donations.  So much was given in 
order that God might be given the glory.  Our focus was God’s 
mighty power and it was definitely on display at St. George’s 
Church.  Dozens and dozens of kids were here singing God’s 
praises.  THANK YOU!



4

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

You might recall from my article last month that I’m trying to spend my portion of the 
Orbit reflecting on some of the basics of discipleship.  This discussion reminds me a 
lot of a question that clergy are routinely asked: what’s the trick to growing a church 
(or in some cases stopping decline).  The answer I always give is that there is no 
trick.  There is no gimmick.  There is no point in “luring” people into our pews.  The 
challenge is the same as it was in the first century of the church: daily discipleship.  
Instead of worrying about how to “fix” something, why not recommit yourself to living 
by God’s grace every day and following where he leads in some very concrete ways: 
regular worship, regular Bible study, prayer with your family, serving the poor, and fel-
lowship.  

You see the Christian life is not mysterious or ethereal.  It can be pretty concrete and 
it’s a daily walk.  Last month I wrote about worship and how worship is in our very 
DNA.  In fact we were created for worship.  This month we need to speak about an-
other concrete element of the Christian life: fellowship.  Christ described the church as 
his body and Paul loved to write about how the body lives and operates together.  Je-
sus called his followers brother and sister and the psalms speak about the joy of gath-
ering together as brothers and sisters.  Wouldn’t you like to grow in fellowship and 
get to know your brothers and sisters?  For this reason we have multiple opportunities 
for fellowship every month!  We offer a free 3rd Sunday Lunch, a potluck 2nd Sunday 
Supper, and a Coffee Hour following the 10:30 service.  We’ve also got Foyer Groups 
(even one especially for folks with infants and toddlers).  We offer Family Movie Day 
on certain Saturday afternoons in the fall and spring.  We also have Wednesday Sup-
pers with Programs in the fall and spring too.  That’s 6 different fellowship events that 
happen almost every month!  Can you make one of these?  Additionally, we’ve also 
got our Spaghetti Supper in January, our Golf Outing on Aug 1, and our Parish Picnic 
on Aug 15.  I would bet you can find your place here as a disciple!     

It’s a joy to walk the path of Christian discipleship with you my brothers and sisters 
of St. George’s Church.  We are so blessed to have so many opportunities for worship 
and fellowship here.  I look forward to next month when we’ll talk more about the 
“basics.”  

Blessings,

Cal
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family, Youth & Children’s Ministry
3rd Sunday Lunch August 16th
This is a great, kid-friendly fellowship opportunity we have each month in the fall and spring.  Come 
and join us in the Undercroft following the 10:30 a.m. service on Augustust 16th for a great time of 
fellowship.  Like God’s grace, lunch is free!

Sunday School resumes August 16th
Our regular Sunday morning Sunday School & Children’s Music program resumes on Sunday, Augus-
tust 16.  Children age 3 through 5th grade are welcome!  Parents bring your child down to the Sun-
day School wing before the 10:30 a.m. service and sign in.  They will rejoin you at the peace.

Join the Sunday School Teachers once a month!
Can you spare just one Sunday per month and help our kids know God?  We’re gathering on August 
9, 9:30-10:15 a.m. in the Sunday School wing to shore up final details before we start back on Au-
gust 16.  Please come and join us!

Youth Group resumes August 16th (1-3 p.m.)
Youth Group is back!  We’ll enjoy the 3rd Sunday Lunch together, help clean up, and then engage a 
Nerf War!  We’ll wrap up with a devotion and head home by 3 p.m.  Normally youth group meets 3-5 
p.m. but on 3rd Sundays we’re trying to have our gathering immediately following our lunch.

Confirmation is coming!
If you’re a youth or adult interested in confirmation, plan on coming to an 
Information Session in the Parish Hall on August 2 and August 9.  Confir-
mation is a mature affirmation of faith with laying on of hands by a bish-
op.  Youth should decide on their own if they wish to be confirmed and 
we encourage older youth (high school, for example).  Should you plan 
on being confirmed when the bishop visits on October 25, we would like a 
firm commitment by August 16 to joining our classes.  Separate confirma-
tion classes for youth and adults will be offered on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. (in addition to a non-confirmation Youth Bible Study).   Youth 
confirmands will go on an overnight retreat (strongly encouraged, not 
required) at the Procter Center, Friday September 18.

Youth Bible Study
Starting August 16 we have a Youth Bible Study for youth (particularly our middle schoolers) who are 
not being confirmed.  We meet in the Library at 9:30 a.m. and Beth Coy will be teaching.  Come join 
us!

Youth-Sponsored Coffee Hour - August 9
Come out on Sunday August 9 and support our youth and acolyte ministries!  Talk with Judi & Greg 
Gaines for more information.



For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org
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Family, Youth & Children’s Ministry (cont.)

Acolyte Training Sunday, August 23, 2015
On Sunday, August 23rd, after the 10:30 service, St. George’s will offer Acolyte Training. This is for 
both CURRENT and NEW acolytes. Any youth entering the 5th grade or higher is invited to join our 
team of acolytes! Acolytes typically serve at 2-3 services over a 2 month time frame. Please join us in 
the Undercroft for lunch and a brief parent meeting before the youth head to the Sanctuary for their 
training. Please contact Judi Gaines, Acolyte coordinator, at jlgaines14@gmail.com or call or text at 
(937) 219-3294 with any questions and to R.S.V.P. by Sunday 8/16 (we need to know who is attend-
ing in order to accurately plan for lunch).

Youth on mission!
At the beginning of July, our youth did a great job helping Habitat for Humanity build a home for a 
needy family in Urbana, Ohio.  What was a hole in the ground became the foundation of a home!  
While working they reflected on Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan and what it means to love your 
neighbor (Luke 10:25-37). 

Winter is coming! I hate to say that but it will be here before you know it. Removing snow from side 
walks has become a regular issue for the church since we have experienced two harsh winters. It 
costs an extra $100.00 or more to do the walks by snow removal companies. In the past we have 
been charged nearly a thousand dollars to rid the sidewalks of the fluffy (and slushy) stuff. This is in 
addition to the work the vergers and ushers performed prior to winter services.
The Building and Grounds Commission is looking for more economical and easier solutions. For one 
thing the two cycle snow thrower is difficult to start, has no motivation to the wheels and lacks over-
all power to throw the snow. We are looking to replace it with a new, more useful and user-friendly 
machine. We also need some sort of a weekly system to deal with snow prior to a service. This would 
probably involve a coordinator and a list of volunteers who might be on call for a given week to deal 
with snow days.
We need to put something in place for the coming season. If you have ideas or would like to volun-
teer as a coordinator or work as part of the snow removal team, please call or write Mitzi at the busi-
ness office. Together we can assure safe access to services and save the church a lot of money.
Patrick MacKenzie
Chairman: Building and Grounds Commission

Building and Grounds Commission
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Cathy’s Carribean Quarterly

As physical therapists we often teach our patients stretches 
to become more flexible in areas that are tight.  For our 
continued spiritual growth, God allows us to be in situa-
tions that stretch us beyond our comfort zones.  Living and 
working in this culture is teaching me to be more flexible 
with my planning and putting in action of things.  In my 
last update I mentioned starting involvement at the lo-
cal, public hospital with orthopedic inpatients, but that fell 
through.  

Last term I had one class and this term my course load changed several times until by 
week 4 of the term it was fairly fixed with 3 new classes and perhaps a steady class 
list for the clinical rotation (20 students in a clinic with 7 therapists).  Being a planner 
and organizer, this constant state of flux can be challenging for me.  The above picture 
is of some of my students working in the pediatric area of the clinic.

At a recent retreat for missionaries that I attended, I heard an 
explanation of ‘carrying our cross’ that I’d never considered.  
Instead of looking at our cross as a burden to carry, it was sug-
gested we look at our cross as living into God’s purpose in our 
lives.  Isn’t that what we all want to do as we submit our will 
to God’s will?  It feels like God’s purpose in my life now is to be 
present and ready to help with teaching PT students however 
needed, be it last minute or with time to prepare.  God equips 
us to carry our cross through the scriptures, situations and peo-
ple God puts into our lives.  Please pray that I successfully share 
God’s love with the students, patients, and members of the 
Santa Fe community regardless of how unstable or inconsistent 
situations may be.  (a picture from Palm Sunday)

May God bless and guide you in all you do!

In Christ, Cathy 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of Anglican Missionaries and 
Senders.  She is serving in the Dominican Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de 
Macorís and Santo Domingo.  E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  Donations (checks made to 
SAMS with Cathy’s name in the memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA  15003.  Snail mail: 
Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 21000  website: www.cathydo-
nahoe.net
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AUGUST 2015
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

  2   3 4 5 6 7 1 / 8

  9  10 11 12 13 14 15    

 16   17  18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible 
Study, Confirmation 
Classes 9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist & 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary Bible 
Study, Confirmation 
Classes 9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 p.m.

START-UP SUNDAY
Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. 
Lectionary & Youth 
Bible Study, Confirma-
tion Classes 9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
10:30 a.m.
3RD SUNDAY LUNCH
Youth Group 1:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary & Youth 
Bible Study 
Confirmation Classes 
9:30 a.m.
ACOLYTE TRAINING
Youth Group 1:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary & Youth 
Bible Study 
Confirmation Classes 
9:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
Building & 
Grounds
5:30 p.m.
Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

PARISH PICNIC
5:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

30 31


