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REGISTRATION ONLINE starting APRIL 25    www.stgeorgesdayton.org 

 

Parents are also welcome to register, have supper, and make it a family night together!Parents are also welcome to register, have supper, and make it a family night together!Parents are also welcome to register, have supper, and make it a family night together!Parents are also welcome to register, have supper, and make it a family night together!    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS – in the evenings and we give you supper! 

This summer we’re trying a shorter, evening VBS.  If you work during the day, now’s your 

chance to be part of this exciting ministry!  And we’ve got supper for you!  We really need to 

get our volunteers lined up – then we can start preparing the program and getting our 

materials together (waiting until the last minute makes it harder on everybody, and may put 

Cal in the hospital one of these days !)  See the sign up board in the Welcome Lounge or 

email associate@stgeorgeohio.org 
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The Resurrection of  Jesus in the Gospel of  John The Resurrection of  Jesus in the Gospel of  John The Resurrection of  Jesus in the Gospel of  John The Resurrection of  Jesus in the Gospel of  John                                                                                                                                                             The Rev. Ben PhillipsThe Rev. Ben PhillipsThe Rev. Ben PhillipsThe Rev. Ben Phillips    

As we continue our journey through the Gospel of John 
this spring, we now find ourselves at Easter. It is thus fitting to 
spend some time looking at the account of the resurrection of 
Jesus that is given in John. To engage in this account first we 
shall compare John with the other Gospels’ accounts of the 
resurrection, then we shall look at the resurrection account with 
in the context of John itself. What we will find is a remarkable 
and beautiful account, rich with deep biblical imagery and 
showing a unique aspect of what happened that glorious 
morning so long ago.  

All four Gospels describe the women of Jesus’ disciples 
being the ones who go to the tomb early on the morning of the 
resurrection. All four also specifically name Mary Magdalene as 
being one of them. In all four gospels the women see the 
empty tomb and are told by either one or two angels to tell the 
disciples what has happened. In Matthew Jesus appears to the 
women as they are on their way back to tell the disciples. In 
Mark and Luke the women do not even see Jesus himself, in 
fact with Mark’s original ending Jesus does not appear at all; 
like the women we are left to ponder the empty tomb.  

John’s account is quite unique. In fact in John Mary 
Magdalene is the sole visitor to the tomb, any other women 
present are simply blanked by John. Mary Magdalene alone 
arrives at the tomb, sees it empty, and runs and tells Peter. 
Peter, accompanied by the beloved disciple (i.e. John himself, 
as yet unrevealed, see 21:24) then run to the tomb, see the 
cloths, and walk away befuddled. But here is the beautiful part. 
Mary has also followed the two men back to the tomb, and 
though they walk away she remains there, similar and parallel 
to what happened at the crucifixion with Peter fled and Mary 
remaining (19:25). It is then she who sees the two angels, and 
then she who meets the risen Lord face to face. In this respect 
John echoes only Matthew, with the change being that it is 
Mary alone meeting Jesus, rather than the group of women.  

What are we to make of all this? The skeptic would be 
quick to scoff and say that such discrepancies are clear 
indicators of falsehood and malarkey. However, as any good 
detective will tell you, it is when the testimony of multiple 
witness matches up too well, their accounts are too identical, 
that suspicions are then raised. In other words, clearly there are 
common elements between all four accounts, and comparing 
them side-by-side they have, as N.T. Wright explains, the 
authentic, out-of-breath recollection of people who have 
encountered something completely unexpected and mind 
blowing (see Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God, p. 
611ff) 

Turning now to John’s internal context, we seek to 
understand why John would have singled out Mary Magdalene 
to have special significance in the encounter of the resurrection. 
In an effort to be fair to John and not accuse him of ignorance 
regarding who actually went to the tomb that morning, we must 
be attentive to his narrative intent. Why is he highlighting or 
emphasizing these particular parts of the account? To put it 

another way, John’s omission of the other women is not 
necessarily due to his ignorance or lack of skill as a writer, or 
from some seething sense of falsehood (“Behold I shall lie and 
make all this up to deceive future generations of simpletons! 
Mmwha..Ha..Ha!”). Instead his omissions are likely intentional, 
so that he can tell the story in such a way as to make a 
particular point.  

The key to all this is a small, almost seemingly 
insignificant line in 20:15. The line itself is given to Mary’s 
thoughts as an after thought. Upon first seeing the risen Lord 
she does not recognize him, “supposing him to be the 
gardener”. Why would John bother to give us this little bit of 
information? Firstly, it reminds the reader/audience that Jesus 
was buried in a garden, as mentioned in 19:41 when Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus wrap the body and bury it near the 
place of the crucifixion in a tomb in a garden. Incidentally, 
recent archaeological discoveries as reported by National 
Geographic (December, 2017) indicate that the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher in fact sits over the site of an ancient quarry on 
the edge of the old city of Jerusalem. By the first century this 
quarry was no longer active and showed evidence of 
agriculture, i.e. the quarry had become a garden. The quarry 
was also directly below a high rocky outcropping, the tip of 
which is visible on the grounds of the Holy Sepulcher Church, 
and is claimed to be the actual Golgotha. Thus we find 
archaeology actually reinforcing rather than debunking the 
claims of the Gospels. Imagine that! 

Where were we. Oh right, the garden. John is 
reminding his audience that Mary meets Jesus in a garden. Why 
does he want us to have this reference? Let us consider the 
overall scope of John. Two very central themes in John are 
creation/new creation and that of testimony, as in witnesses of 
a courtroom setting. His gospel opens with, “In the 
beginning…” an unequivocal reference to creation in Genesis. 
Throughout the gospel and in particular in the prologue there 
are themes of new birth and new creation (see 1:12-13 and 3:3
-9). Here at the moment of the Resurrection we have a man 
and a woman in a garden. Our Bible-meters should be “pinging” 
at this point reminding us of the picture of Eden. However, this 
is not simply Eden 2.0, with a new man and woman who are 
going to ‘get it right this time’. Instead we have the New Man, 
the Second Adam, who is nothing less than the Word Incarnate, 
who is now resurrected in glory, revealing this new creation in a 
quiet and beautiful moment to a woman, to Mary. Mary thus 
becomes not the first wife of the New Adam (despite what the 
Gnostic Gospels want us to believe) but instead, and more 
importantly, the first witness of the new creation breaking into 
the world. Accordingly, she then goes and bears testimony, “I 
have seen the Lord!” (20:18). John’s subtle framing of the 
resurrection in terms of Eden allows the account to convey 
biblical revelation about the nature of redemption, new 
creation, and the gospel role of witnesses, in an ingenious and 
beautiful way.  
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April 8 – May 6  

Sundays, 9 a.m. to Noon  

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.   

Please invite your friends and neighbors.  Come and be blessed by the 

34 different pieces of art that engage with the theme of the table in 

scripture and God’s welcoming banquet.  We’re so thankful to all the 

folks who’ve signed up to serve as “hosts” for our Tuesday and 

Wednesday gallery hours. 

Come to the TableCome to the TableCome to the TableCome to the Table    

wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssttttggggeeeeoooorrrrggggeeeessssddddaaaayyyyttttoooonnnn....oooorrrrgggg 

civa.org 



 

 

John for EveryoneJohn for EveryoneJohn for EveryoneJohn for Everyone    
Sunday, April 22 –  

Dr. Wes Hill will be with us!   

“The Great I AM – Crucified?” 

Dr. Wes Hill, Professor of New Testament at Trinity Episcopal 

School for Ministry, will preach at the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

services on Sunday, April 22.  That’s the feast of St. George!  And 

Dr. Hill is also here as part of John for Everyone, our spring parish-

wide immersion in John’s Gospel.  Wes is a widely-respected 

Biblical scholar (something of a young phenom) and he’s also a 

candidate for the Episcopal priesthood.  He will be teaching in the parish hall at 9:30 a.m. for all 

youth and all adults, and the title of his talk is “The Great I AM – Crucified?”  This is a great chance 

to pull together so many of our different John for Everyone programs.  But even if you’ve not been 

reading, you will still be blessed!  Come and see.  Coffee and breakfast treats will be available.  

4444    

Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…                by the Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane    
. . . Easter is not one day!  Easter lasts 50 days, 10 more than Lent!  It’s 

so important to recognize that Lent isn’t the main event.  We can easily 

slip into seeing Lent as the time when we make ourselves holy before God 

and then, on Easter Sunday, we celebrate that it’s over.  Think again.  

Lent is the time when we recognize our need for God, our thirst and 

hunger for him in the desert, and then he liberally and graciously feeds us 

at a banquet that lasts *longer* than our period of hunger, than our days 

in the desert!  That’s how raucous our God is!  Easter is a time when we 

SHOUT Alleluia, not just meekly murmur it.  We ring out our joy in lots of 

different ways: our worship and music is supposed to be brighter, our 

vestments gleaming gold and white, and we bless and light the Paschal 

Candle at the Easter Vigil early on Easter Sunday morning, a candle that 

burns through the Easter season.  Have you ever noticed that we bring 

out the Paschal candle again at Funerals?  That’s because Funerals are 

Easter liturgies – we experience death first hand and we celebrate the promise of the bodily 

resurrection in the face of death.  This is the hope we have at Easter, not that we wrapped up Lent 

and now back to the usual thing.  No Easter is when things get wild – when death is swallowed up 

in life!  

wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssttttggggeeeeoooorrrrggggeeeessssddddaaaayyyyttttoooonnnn....oooorrrrgggg 
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Reaching OutReaching OutReaching OutReaching Out    
Through grants from our Social Issues Commission, the people of St. 

George’s support Canterbury Court.  Canterbury Court, a HUD-

supported community owned and operated by Episcopal Retirement 

Homes, serves older adults with limited incomes in residential West 

Carrollton, Ohio.   Along with St. Mark’s, Christ Church and St. Paul’s; 

St. George’s is a critical partner and member of the Friends of 

Canterbury Court group which provides volunteers to lead activities 

and promotes other ways of supporting the needs of the residents within the community:   

Canterbury Court is looking for volunteers to join in its mission to enrich the lives of its seniors:  

bingo calling; lunch servers on Tuesdays; computer help; weeding, planting, donating plants for 

Butterfly Garden; answering phones; donating cookie baking supplies; event assistance. 

To learn more about Canterbury Court and how you could become involved, go to    

canterburycourtinfo@erslife.org.   

Prayer MinistryPrayer MinistryPrayer MinistryPrayer Ministry    
There is a small group of people at St. George’s who offer to pray for anyone who 

requests their prayers. Individuals on the prayer list in the Weekly Messenger are 

automatically being prayed for by this group. We want you to know two things: 

♦ If you would like to be a part of this ministry, contact Diane Gentner. 

dtgentner@gmail.com or 937-671-0013 

♦ If you have a prayer concern that you would like to communicate to this 

group, contact Diane Gentner. dtgentner@gmail.com or 937-671-0013 

wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssttttggggeeeeoooorrrrggggeeeessssddddaaaayyyyttttoooonnnn....oooorrrrgggg 
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Dayton rector awarded fellowship 

February 20, 2018 

  

Connecting, e-Connections 

 

The Rev. Ben Phillips, rector of St. George’s, Dayton, was recently awarded the Emo F.J. Van 

Halsema Fellowship for Clergy at the Henry Meeter Center at Calvin College & Theological 

Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan. During the month-long fellowship, Phillips will be utilizing 

the unique resources housed at the Meeter Center for research in the development of 

Protestant Confessions of the sixteenth and early seventeenth century. The focus will be on the 

development of the doctrine of election across various confessions, including the Articles of 

Religion of the Church of England, and how those doctrines were preached and taught in 

parish ministry. 

In addition to the Van Halsema Fellowship, Phillips will be studying at Wycliffe Hall in Oxford, 

England during his sabbatical. He is very grateful for the opportunity to engage in these studies 

and for the support of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. He looks forward to sharing the fruits of 

his research with the wider community when he returns from sabbatical. 

His sabbatical will commence on Monday, June 4th and he will return Monday, August 27th. A 

few things to note when a rector goes on sabbatical. When a rector is away from the parish 

the ecclesiastical authority is the Senior Warden, not the associate rector. In other words, Cal 

will not (and cannot) assume the role of rector in Ben’s absence. However, the associate clergy 

will be taking on certain additional responsibilities during the sabbatical to help things run as 

smoothly as possible, but noting that they will still have all of their regular responsibilities for 

which they were hired. During his twelve weeks away Ben will not be on call or available for 

pastoral needs or funerals. Worship services will continue as normally scheduled. In the weeks 

ahead more information will be shared about how life in the parish will shift to account for the 

rector’s absence. Please keep Ben and his family in prayer as they prepare for this major 

event. 

http://www.dsoconnections.org/2018/02/20/dayton-rector-awarded-fellowship/ 

wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssttttggggeeeeoooorrrrggggeeeessssddddaaaayyyyttttoooonnnn....oooorrrrgggg 
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YOUTH GROUP IN APRILYOUTH GROUP IN APRILYOUTH GROUP IN APRILYOUTH GROUP IN APRIL    

Sunday Bible Studies at 9:30 a.m. 

(High School in Library / Middle School in Chapel) 

 

Sunday, April 15 Following 3rd Sunday Lunch – Nerf War (Ian and Susan 

Daly sponsors) 

Sunday, April 29 Following 10:30 a.m. service (Lunch Provided) All 

Parents / All Youth Mission Trip Planning and Fall Scheduling 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 

Middle & High School Youth are heading to Champagne County for a week of 
fellowship, prayer, and service with Habitat for Humanity, June 3-8.  Are you 
coming?  Deadline for $50 deposit due April 29.  For more info, email 
associate@stgeorgeohio.org. 

wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssttttggggeeeeoooorrrrggggeeeessssddddaaaayyyyttttoooonnnn....oooorrrrgggg 
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