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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Mark for Everyone
Guest Teacher & Preacher
St. George’s Day
Sunday, April 24

How’s your reading of Mark coming 
along? Has Bishop Tom Wright been 
useful?

To build on our Mark for Everyone 
program, we’re so very excited to 
welcome Dr. Garwood Anderson 
as our guest for St. George’s Day, 
Sunday, April 24.

A good friend of our associate rector, 
Dr. Anderson is professor of Greek & New Testament at Nashotah 
House, an Episcopal seminary in Wisconsin. A layman in the Episcopal 
Church, he serves on the vestry of his parish.

On our patron feast day, he will be
•	  leading the Rector’s Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall
•	  preaching at both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.

His focus will be the nature of story in Mark’s Gospel. 
We’re so glad to incorporate this guest scholar into our 
parish-wide study!

So come to our adult session and worship 
on St. George’s Day, April 24th! 
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate	Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

During this season of Lent 
our Sunday Eucharistic 
liturgy	was	modified	to	
begin with a portion of the 
Penitential order, followed 
by the Ministry of the Word, 
but minus a Lesson. Many 
of us, including myself, 
rarely utilize the Peniten-
tial order, and this gave us 
a unique opportunity to 
engage with it. After Easter 
we will be returning to our 
usual Eucharistic format, 
but keep the shorter Minis-
try of the Word with the one 
Lesson/Psalm/Gospel format 
we’ve been using. It is 
important to note that this 
does not summarily axe the 
Old Testament Lesson. We 
are going to a one lesson 
format, so some Sundays 
that lesson will be from the 
Old Testament, some it will 
be from the New Testa-
ment. A few weeks ago I 
discussed this in services 
with the congregation but 
thought it would be good to 
follow up, cast a wider net, 
and take the time to explain 
why we are doing this. 
To begin, our Sunday wor-
ship services are second to 
none. They are done with 
great beauty and reverence. 
We have excellent music 
and a high level of well-
trained lay ministers and 
volunteers across the board. 
The preaching isn’t too bad 
either! However, the overall 

duration of our services, 
especially at 10:30, has 
become rather lengthy – on 
average it is and hour and 
15 to an hour and 20 min-
utes. I realize that sermon 
length is a major factor, but 
it	is	definitely	not	the	only	
factor. Even on Sundays 
when the sermon has been 
only 8 to 10 minutes the 
service is still well over an 
hour. In addition, I recall 
one Sunday when the an-
nouncements were twenty 
minutes (which was longer 
than the sermon!). Let me 
say a bit about what is 
being done to shorten the 
service, and then, more 
importantly, to say a little 
bit about why.  
You may have noticed that 
Cal and I have been preach-
ing consistently shorter 
sermons over the last 
month, our goal now being 
10 to 12 minutes. We also 
have	significantly	shortened	
and streamlined announce-
ments. Please note: if you 
need to make an announce-
ment you MUST contact 
the Rector before Sunday, 
no more ‘walk-ups’ please. 
We have also made some 
minor adjustments in our 
choral music to streamline 
both the Offertory and 
Communion, so as to allow 
adequate time for the choir 
to come down and receive 
Communion. And we have 
also shifted to a one lesson 
format for the Ministry of 
the Word. The result has 
been a 10:30 service that is 
consistently about an hour. 
So why the changes? First 
and foremost, the reason 
for making the change is 
missional. This is not a 
move that is simply suc-
cumbing to a world that 
is a slave to the clock. In 
other words, yes, we are 

all busy, and yes a shorter 
service may make it easier 
for us to cram church in 
between morning workouts 
and sporting events or lunch 
reservations, but that’s not 
why we’re doing it. Keeping 
the service just a little bit 
shorter actually frees us to 
better enjoy Sundays when 
we do have special features 
which may cause us to go 
longer, rather than making 
an already long service even 
more so. It will also free up 
time and what I call ‘church 
energy’ for activities before 
and after the service (like 
Bible Study, Third Sunday 
Lunch, or youth activities). 
To put it another way, while 
our worship services are a 
central part of our life as 
a church, we need to see 
them as part of a bigger 
picture of discipleship. 
Sundays should be seen as 
a comprehensive time to 
worship, love, learn, and 
serve – not just worship. A 
shorter service embraces 
this bigger picture. 
Secondly, services that are 
an hour and twenty minutes 
long	are	more	difficult	for	
our very youngest and some 
of our oldest members. 
Shortening the time does 
make services more ame-
nable for them.
Thirdly, a little liturgical con-
text is helpful. The rubrics 
of the Prayer Book allow 
for one or two lessons, 
each may be followed by 
a Psalm, hymn, or anthem 
(BCP p. 357), but it does 
not specify an OT and NT 
lesson. In fact for hundreds 
of years until the 1979 BCP 
all Eucharistic services only 
had an Epistle lesson and 
a Gospel! The 1979 BCP 
lectionary expanded the ru-
brics to include an optional
(continued on page 3
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Senior Warden
I am writing this on St. Paddy’s day, chagrined that I am wearing NO green.  
The timing causes me to look back on my ancestry.  Three of my four grand-
parents immigrated to the United States from Ireland.  All are now gone and 
I wish I could ask what life was like for them, in Ireland and in a new coun-
try.  Unfortunately no documentation exists about their lives back then, nor 
impressions of their old or new adoptive countries.  

It is also Lent, approaching Easter, for which we do have documentation about 
the lives of our Christian ancestors.  Jesus told them to preach the word and 
create disciples (the Great Commission referred to in the bible and our hymnal). 
This has also been Ben’s message for us this year.  Coincidentally, Saint Patrick acted on this same 
direction.  He was born in Roman Britain but captured and enslaved by Irish Pirates.  After six years, 
during which he was exposed to Christianity, he escaped and returned home to study Christianity fur-
ther.		After	receiving	a	vision	Patrick	returned	to	Ireland	as	a	Christian	missionary,	fulfilling	the	Great	
Commission.  

Now	we	don’t	all	have	to	become	enslaved	or	banish	snakes	to	fulfill	God’s	wishes,	but	we	can	take	
time	during	Lent	to	reflect	on	what	we	believe	God’s	will	is	for	us.		As	we	come	into	Easter	with	its	
joyous message, remember we still have work to do.

                  Bryan
From the Rector (continued)

second lesson, which in 
many cases became the OT 
lesson. However, it’s worth 
noting this year that during 
the entire season of Easter 
there is no OT lesson in the 
lectionary,	the	first	readings	
are all from Acts. And recall, 
we are not ‘getting rid of 
the OT lesson’, we are going 
to one lesson, which may be 
from the OT one week and 
from the NT another. 
Fourthly,	and	finally,	it	
is helpful to understand 
the different modes by 
which we engage with the 
Scriptures. If you want to 
interact with Shakespeare, 
you can sit down and read 
one of his plays, you can go 
and watch one performed, 
or you can join a Shake-
speare reading group; each 
are very different modes 
of engagement . Likewise, 
we engage with the Bible 
in different modes, three in 
general: Liturgical (Scrip-

ture in Worship), Devotional 
(Scripture in Spiritual Dis-
ciplines), and Pedagogical 
(Scripture in Learning/Bible 
study). Getting in a group 
and studying the Bible and 
listening to it in the lit-
urgy are two very different 
creatures. Parishioners most 
likely do not, nor are they 
expected to, hear, mentally 
organize,	exegete,	reflect	
on, and come away with a 
meaningful application or 
doctrinal	clarification	while	
the lesson is being read, 
nor	in	the	five	seconds	after	
the lesson before the next 
event occurs. The sermon 
is intended to help them 
do that and ideally encour-
age people to then study 
those same passages in 
more detail on their own 
later. Therefore, a good 
liturgical mode will lead to a 
good pedagogical or devo-
tional mode, and even vice 
versa. Most sermons, even 

good ones, are only able 
to touch on one or two of 
the readings, and only very 
rarely will a sermon be able 
to touch on three or more, 
something virtually impos-
sible to do in 10 minutes or 
less. Thus, by reducing the 
amount of liturgical Scrip-
ture we will be focusing 
our attention, rather than 
spreading it thin. 
If you do feel you are miss-
ing out on a reading from 
a Sunday where it is not 
covered, you do have a 
few options. Every Sunday 
morning at 9:30 in the main 
office	there	is	a	group	of	
folks who gather together 
to review the lectionary 
readings for that day, if 
you would like to engage 
more fully with the readings 
(all four of them) then this 
would be a great opportuni-
ty for you. If you want to be 
more involved in a regular 
Bible Study please con-

sider coming to the Rector’s 
Bible Study in the Parish 
Hall each Sunday at 9:30. 
You can also go to www.
lectionarypage.net and see 
the full text of all the read-
ings for each Sunday of the 
year. The Vestry and I were 
discussing all this earlier this 
week and we are developing 
some creative ways to help 
further encourage and equip 
our members to engage 
with Scripture, and as read-
ers of the Bible to go “From 
Cringe to Curious – From 
Curious to Courageous!” 
If you took the time to read 
this whole article, bless you! 
I hope you found it a helpful 
explanation of what is hap-
pening not just in our wor-
ship services, but also for 
the wider parish experience 
of being lifelong disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 

Sola gratia,

Ben
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

I	thought,	for	my	reflection	this	month,	I’d	let	Tom	Wright	speak	for	me	about	what	it	
means to celebrate Easter (the whole season of it!). The following is an excerpt from 
his book Surprised by Hope. Happy Easter, my brothers and sisters!

“How can we learn to live as wide-awake Easter people? I have come to believe that 
many churches simply throw Easter away year by year…. For a start, consider Easter 
Day itself… Easter is about the wild delight of God’s creative power—not very Anglican 
perhaps, but at least we ought to shout Alleluias instead of murmuring them… The 
thing about Easter is that it is neither ethereal nor esoteric. It is about the real Jesus 
coming out of the real tomb and getting God’s real new creation under way. My biggest 
problem starts on Easter Monday. I regard it as absurd that we spend forty days keep-
ing Lent, pondering what it means, preaching about self-denial, and then bringing it all 
to a peak with Holy Week and then we have a single day of celebration. Easter week 
itself ought to be an eight-day festival with champagne served after Morning Prayer 
or even before it! Is it any wonder that people don’t believe in the resurrection if we 
Christians don’t throw our hats in the air? If Lent is a time to give things up, Easter 
ought to be a time to take things up! Easter is the time to sow new seeds. If Calvary 
means putting to death things in your life that need killing off, then Easter should mean 
planting, watering, training up things in your life (personal and corporate) that ought 
to	be	blossoming,	filling	the	garden	with	color,	and	in	due	course	bearing	good	fruit.”

Cal

Thanks for the help with Godly Play! Our vestry recently took the bold 
move of constructing a Godly Play room — a critical part for a successful 
Godly Play program. We are SO grateful for their leadership. ALSO, we’re 
grateful for the time many volunteer woodcarvers and crafters have spent 
helping us get the room outfitted! Thanks especially to Glenn Rodgers, 
Ted & Carol Knox, and Rob Pinchot. Likewise, we’re grateful for Wendy 
Thornewill taking the time to get a full training in Godly Play at United 
Seminary. Likewise, our teachers are amazing! Please thank all these 
folks!!
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family & Children’s Ministries

Vacation Bible School
9am—Noon

Monday-Friday  
July 11-15

St. George’s Episcopal 
Church

5520 Far Hills Ave

Children Age 3 / Potty-Trained to rising 5th Graders

FREE ADMISSION
REGISTER ONLINE: stgeorgesdayton.org

WE NEED YOU to volunteer for VBS: July 11-15
Check the Sign-Up Board in the Welcome Lounge

Volunteer with Stations!
The Crews visit 4 

different stations throughout 
the morning. We need 2 

volunteers at each station! 
Talk with Wendy Thornewill 

for more info.

Volunteer with the Crews!
Kids are divided into different 

crews. We also separate out a crew 
just for preschoolers. 

Each crew needs 3 to 4 
volunteer leaders.

Talk with Bev Reno for more info.

VBS questions? Talk with the Rev. Dr. Cal Lane associate@stgeorgeohio.org

St George’s parishioner volunteers have tended the 13 garden areas around the 
Church for a number of years.  If you’ve noticed the beautiful bulb plants and 
flowering	shrubs	as	spring	brings	our	beautiful	campus	back	to	life,	this	is	a	result	
of their efforts over the years.  Volunteers took charge of one or more of these 
areas to ensure they looked nice throughout the year.  Some involved worked on 
just the main goal of ensuring the area is weeded, pruned, debris-free, watered, 
and fertilized.  Others planted additional bulbs, annuals, and perennials.   We are 
very pleased with the initiative of our volunteers, and believe this helped the overall 
appearance and welcoming nature of St George’s landscape.  Over the fall and win-
ter, we’ve had a number of our volunteers leave town and retire because of health 
reasons.  We need volunteers.  Please contact Frank Gentner at 937-672-0169 or 
GentnerFC@aol.com,  if you can assume responsibility for one of these garden ar-
eas.  Our Church will be appreciative of your efforts,   and our Church will welcome 
visitors and help make members feel proud the aesthetics of our great facility.   

Garden Ministry
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Youth Ministries (See Parish Website for full calendar) 

Youth Mission Trip
June 5-11
Over a dozen of St. George’s youth (Middle 
& High School) are heading to Urbana, 
Ohio to spend a week building a Habitat 
House. We’ll be staying in a dorm at 
Wittenberg University.

There’s still time to join us! We’d like a $50 
deposit by Sunday, April 3. If you’re late on 
that, talk with Rev. Dr. Cal Lane, 
associate@stgeorgeohio.org. 
Total costs will not exceed $175 
(probably closer to $160).
AND there is an option to knock 
$15 off individual costs through 
a June service opportunity!

Spring Yeck Event

FRIENDS of the GROOM
Theater for the whole family!

Sunday, April 17
Following the 10:30 a.m. service…

11:45 Lunch in the Undercroft
12:30 Act 1 (more kid-friendly)
10 minute Intermission
1:00-2:00 Act 2 (separate play)

Youth Schedule for April

April 3— Youth Leading Evening 
Prayer as Liturgy of the Word for 
5 p.m. Eucharist. Arrive at 3 p.m. to 
prepare. Service is at 5 p.m.

April 10—NERF WAR 3-5 p.m.

April 17– 3rd Sunday Lunch & YECK 
event (see below, Friends of the 
Groom)

April 24– Laser Web, 3-5 p.m.

May 1—Mission Trip Prep, 3-5 p.m.

Friends of the Groom is a 
theater group committed to 
proclaiming the Christian 

message with a unique blend 
of humor, story, challenging 
content, and scenes that are 

hard to forget.
This Cincinnati-based group 

of professional Christian 
actors rehearse at St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church in 
Terrace Park, Ohio.
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Music @ St. George’s

Thanksgiving, and Where is God?
I wanted to share with you my favorite part of Easter. It’s the Thanksgiving part. You know the part—but it has nothing 
to do with turkey and dressing.

Jesus shared a meal with his disciples. He said, “Love one another.” The Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This 
is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also the cup, af-
ter supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” Jesus did something on the night which we commemorate on Maundy 
Thursday—something simple and everyday, something shared with those who were close to 
him, yet something intended to be shared, to be remembered, often. It is what we call the 
“Eucharist,” from the Greek “eucharisteo,” meaning “I received with thanksgiving.” We receive, 
we share, with others around the world, the feast which by faith brings us into communion with 
God, with the saints, and with one another. It is indeed right, “and a good and joyful thing, in 
all times and places, to give God thanks and praise.” And it started there in that upper room, 
where a generous, loving God gave Himself for us.

And so we remember. Often.

Music helps me remember, and the music of this time of year is no exception. One of the reasons I love the Maundy 
Thursday liturgy is the music of that service. A favorite of mine comes from the ancient Roman church, from a book 
known as the “Liber usualis.” It is a book which was put together about a thousand years ago in France by the monks of 
the Abbey of Solesmes. Yes, monks—think men singing a liquid monophony in a place which rings with delicious reverb. 
The music I refer to is actually a setting of this plainchant to French 19thcentury harmony: the motet Ubi caritas by Mau-
rice	Duruflé.	It	is	warm,	generous,	happy	and	solemn	at	the	same	time.	It	answers	the	questions	in	the	title	above.	“Ubi	
caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.” Where are 
charity and love, God is there. 

Love one another. In ever-increasing circles, so that “one another” isn’t a club or an insider’s group. Remember who 
Jesus hung out with.

“Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.” Thanks be to God!  Jeff

As we move into this glorious Easter and Springtime Season, I am honored to begin serving St. George’s as the leader of 
the Health Ministry team. I follow in the capable and devoted footsteps of Melanie Hitch who served as the leader of this 
ministry since 2002. Thank you Melanie! 

I would like to share a little about myself and look forward to meeting more of you in the coming months. My husband, 
Steve, and I joined St. George’s in 2015 following our move back to Ohio from Georgia. We have two young families living 
in California and go there often to spend time with our four granddaughters. I am an RN and have been involved in 
Health Ministry since 1996 including serving as a parish nurse in a Lutheran Church in Cincinnati and at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Atlanta. I have taken and taught the parish nurse preparation course, am a graduate of EFM and 
have a long career in nursing education. 

I welcome any members who would like to get involved in health Ministry…no experience necessary! We will begin with
looking at ways to further the mission of St. George’s particularly in the areas of service and learning ways to enhance
the health of all of our members. We will continue the connection with Episcopal Retirement Homes Health Ministry 
which is a great resource and support to this ministry. I can be reached via email: purdons@bellsouth.net or my cell 
phone: 770-713-2957. Easter Blessings to all of you.

Joan Purdonu
Easter 2016

Parish Health Ministry
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SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

       1 2 

 3 4 5 6 7  8 9

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist 8 a.m. 
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist w/ 
Prayer Ministry
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
THIRD SUNDAY 
LUNCH & YECK 
EVENT
Holy Eucharist 5:00 

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector’s Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds 5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 


