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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

Christ Is Risen
The Lord Is Risen, Indeed!
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips, Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dave Cottrill
The Rev. John Fredenburgh
Affiliate Priests

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharis

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

During this season of 
Lent we have embarked 
on a journey to explore 
a key aspect of the Bible 
by studying via a sermon 
series the seven Feasts 
given by God to Israel. 
Through this ongoing 
sermon series, “The 
Feasts of the Lord”, we 
see that these Old Testa-
ment Feasts were unique 
markers in the annual life 
of Israel, each embodying 
some aspect of God’s fa-
vor and provision for his 
people, and each requir-
ing a particular response 
to God’s saving work. 

In addition to seeing 
what specific observances 
were prescribed by God 
for each Feast (most of 
which are outlined in Le-
viticus 23), our goal has 
been to understand how 
each feast anticipates or 
foreshadows some aspect 
of the Messiah, whom we 
as Christians affirm to be 
Jesus Christ. One of the 
things that has struck me 
as I have read, learned, 
and prepared for this 
series, is the extent to 
which the Feasts antici-
pate the death and resur-
rection of the Messiah, 

something even Jesus’ 
disciples were not ex-
pecting. Again and again 
Jesus tells his followers 
that he must go to Jeru-
salem, be handed over, 
suffer, die, and rise again. 
Again and again they 
reject or simply blank on 
what he’s talking about. 
Passover anticipates the 
substitutionary death of 
Messiah, as does the Day 
of Atonement; the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread 
anticipates the sinless-
ness of the Messiah, who, 
like the unleavened bread 
offered in the Temple, 
would offer his own sin-
less life up to God on be-
half of sinners; the Feast 
of Firstfruits anticipates 
Messiah’s resurrection, 
the first fruits from the 
dead; Tabernacles antici-
pates the new creation 
(which is inaugurated 
with Jesus’ resurrection), 
and Trumpets anticipates 
Messiah’s return in glory 
to judge the living and 
the dead.  

In the Gospel of John 
Jesus states, “You search 
the Scriptures because 
you think that in them 
you have eternal life, 
but it is the Scriptures 
that bear witness about 
me”. It has been a re-
ally remarkable connec-
tion to see that a large 
part of the Story of the 
Scriptures which witness 
to Christ are the Feasts. 
Perhaps this is why John, 
of all the Gospels, is most 
keen to tell the reader 
which Feast was being 

celebrated at the vari-
ous times of Jesus’ life 
and ministry he is writing 
about. Of all the Gospel’s 
John is the most focused 
on the passage of time, 
and to connect Jesus’ life 
with the patterns of the 
Feasts. 

It is therefore most fitting 
that we make the most of 
this series and our un-
derstanding of the Feasts 
to prepare for Easter, 
the yearly remembrance 
and celebration of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, 
which was the culmina-
tion of much that the 
Feasts anticipated. As we 
approach Easter it is also 
of great importance to be 
reminded of the need to 
be reading the Bible, both 
together and individually. 
This focus on reading the 
Bible, studying it, growing 
from it like a tree dowsed 
with refreshing water, has 
been a central goal of 
our parish this year. It is 
my hope that our journey 
through the Feasts of the 
Lord has stirred within 
you a desire to read more 
richly from your Bible, to 
not fear delving into its 
sacred content, and that 
in its pages you would be 
led to a richer knowledge 
and love of Jesus Christ. 

Yours in the Risen Christ,

Ben



At our recent Vestry meeting, Rev. Calvin Lane implored us to seek out volunteers for key positions and tasks 
in the coming Church year (particularly Vacation Bible School). In my desire to help Cal out, I have taken the 
liberty of assembling a definitive list of the top ten reasons why parishioners should volunteer for positions of 
leadership at St. George's. I assure you that this top ten list was researched and compiled with the strictest 
adherence to scientific polling techniques. So without further ado, I present the results of our scientific survey:  

Top Ten Reasons to Volunteer for a Leadership Position at St. Georges:

10. Your spouse will be secretly (or not so secretly) overjoyed to get you out of the house for a while
9.  You can observe a real live Dragon Slayer, in full battle dress, doing battle with the various dragons and 
monsters that inhabit the realm known as St. George's
8.  You get to occupy that awesome parking spot you've coveted for years
7.  As one assigned to buildings & grounds, visit ancient ruins and burial grounds
6.  You get to find out what your friends are really like when not dressed up in their Sunday best
5. Regale your friends with weird, abstruse and arcane facts about the behind-the-scenes operation of St. 
George's
4.  Spend time with and get to know your kids and relatives better, including what's her name
3.  Hobnob with famous celebrities and be interviewed and recognized on the "red carpet"
2.  Experience exotic food and drink from far off and mysterious lands that are so regularly a part of any 
St. George's social function

...... but the number one reason, cited over and over, expressed in passionate terms, and certainly in more se-
rious and solemn tones, is the sincere desire for Christian community.  In the book Making All Things New, by 
Christian theologian Henri Nouwen, the author says that the discipline of Christian community is an essential 
aspect of the spiritual life. He writes that community "...... is the grateful recognition of God's call to share life 
together and the joyful offering of a hospitable space where the recreating power of God's spirit can become 
manifest".

So there you have 10 compelling reasons, from the ridiculous to the sublime, to be-
come a St. George's volunteer.     

Talk to Ben, Cal or anyone on the Vestry about how you would like to make a per-
sonal contribution to St. George's spiritual community.

Max
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Senior Warden

Vacation Bible School
Mark Your Calendars!

July 27-July 31
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - Noon

Sign-up to help in the Welcome Center.
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

In a terrifically thought-provoking film called “The Grey,” the lead character (played by Liam 
Neeson) and a small group of men survive a plane crash.  But they find themselves in the 
remote Alaskan wilderness in the dead of winter.  As they sit around a fire, it becomes clear 
to them that they are most likely not going to make it out alive.  And so their conversation 
turns to God and faith.  Neeson’s character says, with a note of deep sincerity, that he wishes 
he could believe but he’s concerned about “this world not the next.”  As a Christian, I want to 
pause the movie and ask the characters as well as the audience what exactly they think the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ really is.  I want to ask this because I think there’s a misunderstanding.  
As Christians, we’re not just hanging around thinking about what it’s going to be like after we 
die, that is, after we escape this world for the next.  We’re not pondering what it will be like to 
float around as disembodied spirits on a cloud.  But that image seems to be what most folks 
in our culture think Christianity is all about.  I remember seeing this kind of stuff in cartoons 
even as a kid: Jerry the mouse wacks Tom the cat with a mallet and Tom floats off strumming 
his harp.  It’s ethereal.  It’s esoteric.  And at rock bottom it’s a rejection of this world for some 
other world.  Wait.  Pause the movie.  What about EASTER?  Easter is all about THIS WORLD!  
The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is God’s booming shout that this world matters and 
that God will reclaim it, renew it, and bring it to the fullness of life.  One of the things we 
often miss about Easter is that it is neither esoteric, nor ethereal, nor mystical: it is about the 
real Jesus coming out of the real tomb, rolling back a real rock and bringing real hope to this 
world.  

Christians are not escape artists.  We are people committed to God’s great work for this world 
in the risen Jesus.  Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we confidently feed the poor knowing that 
God hasn’t given up on us or his creation.  Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we confidently care 
for the environment knowing that God hasn’t given up us or his creation.  Because of Jesus’ 
resurrection, we confidently stare down addictions knowing that God hasn’t given up on us or 
his creation.  Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we confidently work for radical peace knowing 
that God hasn’t given up on us or his creation.  We live and breath the grace that flows from 
God’s work in Jesus’ cross and bodily resurrection. Our hope isn’t about escaping this world, 
but seeing this world healed and us with it!  Unfortunately, there are a lot of well-meaning 
folks that keep selling Christianity as an escape.  Even some “gospel” music talks about “Go-
ing Home” as if God’s creation isn’t our home and that our hope is somehow to escape this 
world for some other world.  My friends, this world matters.  We matter.  Our bodies matter.  
We have the promise of the resurrection stamped on our hearts and on our minds in Baptism 
and we ought to speak this hope, sing this hope, and live this hope right here in Dayton, Ohio 
every single day: Jesus Christ has risen from the dead, putting under his feet all that stands 
against the fullness of life.  
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS 
RISEN!

Cal
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Family, Youth & Children’s Ministry
Family Ministry

Youth Bible Study: Sundays, 9:30am
All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to the Youth Bible Study for doughnuts and good 
conversation.  We meet in the Library every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and our goal is to get 
a better understanding of the big picture story of the Bible.

Youth Group: Sundays, 3-5 p.m.
Sun, April 12: Service: St. Vincent dePaul
Sat, April 19:  Learning: Windows & Icons of St. George’s Church
Sun, April 26: Fun: Dayton Dragons Home Game 
Sun, May 3: Service: The Castle

Youth Ministry

Children’s Choir & Joyful Noise Choir will perform again on Sunday, April 19.  Mu-
sic is a vital part of our children’s Sunday school and we’re so glad to incorporate them 
into our worship!  That’s also the same day as our 3rd Sunday lunch – so stick around 
for fellowship too!

Children’s Ministry

Third Sunday Lunch - Sunday, April 19
After worship at 10:30, come down to the Undercroft for our family-friendly lunch!  
This is a great time to relax in fellowship.  Like God’s grace, lunch is free!  On this Sun-
day, the children’s choir will sing and it’s also St. George’s Day, our patron feast!  Ev-
eryone is welcome; come and join us.

Saturday, April 25, 4-6 p.m. - Family Movie Day,
Come and join us in the Parish Hall for a movie on Saturday, 
March 25 from 4-6 p.m.  Our movie this month is Big Hero 6.  
Kids should feel free to bring blankets, comfy bean bags, etc, and 
any snacks you’d like!  St. George’s will provide the popcorn. 

All Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
are invited to come to church 
in uniform and be recognized at 
the 10:30 a.m.service.

Scout Sunday, April 26



For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org
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Music at St. George’s
Choir Collaboration on the Horizon

Happy Spring! As we look beyond Easter morning, the choir is planning a very special 
offering on Sunday, May 3rd, as well as a concert on Saturday, May 2nd. Please mark 
your calendars so that you can participate with us!

The St. George’s Choir has struck up a friendship with 
the choir from Kettering Seventh-Day Adventist Church. 
As a result, we will join together to sing both here at St. 
George’s and at the Adventist Church on Stroop Road.

At the Kettering Church at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, May 2nd, 
the choirs will be joined by Organist Devon Howard and 
orchestra, under the direction of St. George’s Music Di-
rector, Jeffrey Powell. The program will include a solo 
organ work and the Symphony No. 29 in A Major, K. 201, 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Mozart’s Missa brevis in C 
Major, K. 220 (“Spatzenmesse”) with orchestra, soloists, 
combined choirs, and organ, will be the featured work. 
This is a concert, free of charge and open to the public, 
at Kettering Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 3939 Stone-
bridge Road, near Southern Boulevard and Stroop Road.

Soloists for the Mozart mass are soprano Paula Dunn Powell, alto Grecia Vaughn, tenor 
Rob Stahley, and baritone Peter Keates.

On Sunday, May 3rd, “Choir Sunday,” we will sing the Missa 
brevis in the 10:30 a.m. service. Jeffrey Powell will conduct 
the combined forces of the two choirs and soloists with Devon 
Howard presiding at the Fisk organ. Our choir inspires us each 
Sunday to lift our songs of praise. On “Choir Sunday” each year 
we recognize the dedication and ministry of our choir members 
and thank them as they also offer a larger musical piece which 
represents the culmination of the year’s work.

Happy Easter!

Jeff
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Stephen Ministry

“I’M NOT QUALIFIED TO BE A STEPHEN MINISTER”

 What qualifications are necessary to be a Stephen Minister?  
You need to be a caring person who is willing to learn, grow, and 
serve.  You must be willing and able to maintain confidentiality.  
You need to make a commitment to training, ministry, and supervi-
sion.  If you meet these qualifications, your Stephen Leaders will 
equip you with the rest of what you need:  training, support, en-
couragement, care, and prayers.   They will make sure that you 
will succeed as a Stephen Minister.

 Peg Cothern (331-8113) and Fay Layden (433-3867) will put 
you in touch with Stephen Ministers who can share their personal 
stories with you---stories of how God has poured blessings into 
their lives through their service as Stephen Ministers.  In another 

year, one of these blessing stories may be your own.
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APRIL 2015
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

     1  2  3  4

 5    6 7 8  9  10 11  

 12    13  14  15   16   17  18 

19  20                     21                     22  23 24 25 

      
EASTER SUNDAY

Festal Eucharist
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth  & 
Rector Bible Study  9:30 
a.m.
Sunday School & 
Joyful Noise 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 8 a.m. 
Lectionary & Youth 
Bible Study  9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry,Sunday 
School & Joyful Noise 
10:30 a.m.
THIRD SUNDAY LUNCH
11:45 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary, Youth & 
Rector Bible Study  
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & 
Joyful Noise 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist 5:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

LENTEN SUPPERS
6:00 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds
5:30 p.m.
Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

MAUNDY THURS-
DAY SERVICE
7:00 p.m.
Choir Practice
8:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Choir Practice
7:00 p.m.

Office Closed
STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS Noon
GOOD FRIDAY 
SERVICE 7:00 p.m.
AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed
AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

Office Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.
NA-Teen/Young 
Adult (Open)
8:30 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

FAMILY MOVIE 
DAY
4:00 p.m.

26 27 28 29 30


