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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The mission of  
St. George’s Episcopal 
Church is to foster a 
diverse, loving and faithful 
community, founded on 
scripture, tradition and 
reason.  
We encourage everyone, 
through fellowship with 
one another and the  
Holy Spirit, to share  
time, talent and treasure 
in the worship of God, 
development of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and service 
to our community and the 
world.

VBS 2016
THANK YOU VBS VOLUNTEERS!

So many hands went into VBS – this powerful act of EVANGELISM.
We welcomed over 60 kids to know that Jesus is the Light of the World.

Many thanks to all who donated time and materials, 
those who volunteered during the week,

and a special thanks to Wendy Thornewill, Bev Reno, and Jen Stephens!
See page 6 for more pictures of our Cave Quest!
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STAFF:
The Rev. Benjamin Phillips
Rector
rector@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 102 or 545-5508

The Rev. Dr. Calvin Lane
Associate Rector
associate@stgeorgeohio.org
438-1781 x104

The Rev. Dr. Dave Cottrill
Affiliate Priest

Jeffrey Powell
Director of Music
music@stggeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x105

Jan Gimbrone
Parish Administrator
email@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 100

Mitzi Stoner
Business Manager
business@stgeorgeohio.org
434-1781 x 115

Lori Constantine
Nursery Supervisor
email@stgeorgeohio.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Sunday
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.   Holy Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

From the Rector

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

During the summer I am 
writing about each of the 
four words in our Mission 
Cross: Worship – Love 
– Learn – Serve. I have 
previously written about 
Worship and Love. This 
month I want to say a 
little bit about “Learn”. 
It is common to find peo-
ple who value the idea of 
“Never stop learning”. I 
love learning new things, 
and I believe one of the 
great and rare qualities in 
a person is possessing a 
teachable spirit. But how 
readily do we ascribe the 
concept of “Never stop 
learning” to our Christian 
faith. How readily do we 
commit to being both 
intentional and active in 
learning about our Chris-
tian faith?
In his letter to the Philip-
pians, St. Paul writes, 
“May your love abound 
more and more in knowl-
edge and depth of insight 
(Philippians 1:9). Paul’s 
statement embodies the 
rich biblical idea that 
love of God is directly 
connected to knowledge 
about God. This is the 
opposite of our own day 
and age where emotion 
(love) and reason (knowl-
edge) are seen as either 
opposed to each other 
(at worst) or unrelated 
(at best). But God calls 
his children in Christ to 
be disciples, which liter-
ally means ‘learner’, who 

both love Him and also 
know about him. In other 
words, if you love God, 
you will want to learn 
about Him. 

When we come to know 
that the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is true, then 
what flows from that 
truth is freedom. We re-
ally know that our sins 
are forgiven and we no 
longer need strive to earn 
God’s favor but rest in his 
loving kindness. We are 
free to love, learn, serve 
and worship. We are free 
to pass on the Gospel 
and make disciples of 
all nations with joy and 
courage and grace. 

When it comes to the 
Bible, our task is to move 
“From Cringe to Curious…
from Curious to Coura-
geous”. Courageous in 
our desire to read, learn, 
mark, and inwardly digest 
the Holy Scriptures, and 
courageous in our ability 
to share the truth of Je-
sus Christ with the world 
through wise understand-
ing of its sacred content. 
This in turn forms us 
to be missionaries who 
begin to see the world 
through God’s eyes. 

I want to call upon every 
member of this church 
to ask this one simple 
question of themselves, 
“Do I come to church 
each Sunday to learn?” 
If the answer is no, then 
ponder deeply as to why 
that is the case. As the 
spiritual leader of this 
congregation, I am ask-
ing all of us to be inten-
tional and active learn-
ers of the Bible, and to 
engage with reading our 
Bibles as lifelong learn-
ers. We had a great start 
earlier this year with our 
Mark for Everyone series 
in the spring. This fall we 
are offering education for 

everyone, of all ages, at 
9:30 every Sunday morn-
ing. Adults and parents, 
come at 9:30 to the adult 
bible studies (the Rec-
tor’s Bible Study is in the 
Parish Hall, the lection-
ary study meets in the 
main office), if you have 
children, there is a music 
/ choir class for elemen-
tary aged kids (4 through 
5th grade), middle school 
bible study in the chapel 
(grades 6 – 8) and high 
school bible study in the 
Library (grades 9 – 12). 
The nursery will also be 
open for children 3 and 
under. This will mean 
for a lot of us learning 
new habits and perhaps 
changing long held Sun-
day morning routines, but 
it is worth it! It is part of 
our call to be disciples.

As we begin to wind 
down the summer, I 
am very grateful to Cal 
and all our volunteers 
who made VBS possible. 
It was one of the best 
we have ever had, and 
I hope you enjoy the 
photos and recap in this 
issue. We are also in the 
process of re-envisioning 
our Stewardship and 
Budgeting process. I 
have gathered a team of 
leaders from the Vestry, 
Finance Commission, 
and from the parish, 
to evaluate how we go 
about ‘doing’ steward-
ship and budgeting, 
research and investigate 
how other churches and 
organizations approach 
their finances, and make 
a proposal to the Vestry 
in August for implemen-
tation later this year. 
So lot’s going on! I look 
forward to seeing you 
this Fall!

In Christ,

Ben



3

For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Orff Ensemble

Beginning in September, St. George’s Church will offer an Orff Schulwerk class for chil-
dren ages 6-12. Orff Schulwerk is named for composer and music educator Carl Orff, 
and the German term “schulwerk” translates as “school work.” 

In an Orff Schulwerk class, children learn the fundamentals of musicianship through 
singing, dancing, and playing with child-friendly instruments such as glockenspiels, 
metallophones, wood blocks, and recorders. Orff classes are an excellent way to en-
hance and reinforce what children learn in their music classes in school. There is a 
place for every child in an Orff class, regardless of musical background, ability, or 
learning style. In an Orff class, children are encouraged to make music by using their 
God-given gift of imaginative play, and through this training, they are equipped to be-
come life-long musicians and artists. 

Christin Rondeau, a voice teacher/music educator with a Master’s degree in music 
from Miami University, will be leading this exciting opportunity.  This is a ministry of 
St. George’s Church and we welcome all children from our surrounding communities to 
grow in their appreciation of the arts.

Children Ages 6-12
Starting September 1

Where: St. George’s Episcopal Church, Undercroft
When: Starting Sept 1, Thursdays, 5:00-5:45, 
             occasional Sunday morning performances at St. George’s
             Unit A: Sept 1- Oct 20.  Unit B: Oct 27-Dec 15 (Thanksgiving off)
Cost: Each Unit costs $70 / Reduced rate of $60 for members of St. George’s 
Church
Who: Children between the ages of 6-12
Questions?: Christin Rondeau, orffclass@rondeaugroup.com
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

From the Associate Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,

WOW! VBS has come and gone.  Some 60+ children descended on 5520 Far Hills Ave and 
because of the work of easily 60 members of this congregation (setting up, donating, volun-
teering, planning), we shared the truth that Jesus is the light of the world.  A lot of fun was 
had, and not only by the kids!  During one of our prep sessions I was trying to explain the 
major theme for this year – Cave Quest.  We were spelunkers this year, caving and exploring 
the inner recesses of the earth.  The message was that Jesus is, as I wrote above, the light of 
the world (John 8:12).  Let’s step back for a moment.  For all the wild decorations, the five foot 
cardboard picture of a bug who lives in a cave, the bandanas and the rock band, we taught 
over 60 children that in the middle of a world that can be very scary, a world that is increas-
ingly dangerous, a world that is quite often very dark and self-destructive, Jesus is with us and 
he is the true light of the world.  

The Reformer John Calvin began one of the most important works of theology in all of Chris-
tian history (his Institutes of the Christian Religion) with the claim that only by knowing God 
do we really know ourselves.  Only in his light do we even see ourselves.  Imagine being born 
blind.  What would you know of your appearance?  Christ opens our eyes to reality, to the 
truth.  So often we’re told what is “real” and what we ought to desire by our culture, by TV 
and the internet, and perhaps even our gut instincts.  But Jesus enters the scene and turns 
the light on, removes our blindness, shows us who we really are and what we really need, and 
then shows us real love and invites us to live a new life with him.

“Following Jesus, the Light of the World” is actually a lesson many adults should consider very 
seriously, a lesson many of us (myself included) ought to keep in mind as we navigate a world 
that demands our attention, our focus, our precious time, and even the hearts and minds of 
our children.  Every one of us at St. George’s should say BRAVO to our many volunteers who 
labored hard to put on a great program and teach a radical lesson.

Friends – September 11 is our start-up Sunday; it’s just around the corner.  This Fall we are 
easily DOUBLING our ministries for Children and Youth.  We’re expanding our Children’s Min-
istry with Children’s Choir every Sunday at 9:30 and Godly Play at 10:30.  We’re having our 
Orff Ensemble start on Thursdays at 5pm.  We’re dividing our Youth Bible Study into a High 
School Class and a Middle School Class at 9:30.  And our Youth Group activities will shift into 
high gear.  Our Equip Conference (Nov 5) will focus on Christianity and the Arts featuring guest 
scholars and artists and we’ll have choral evensong to cap it off!  

How will you be shaped as a disciple this Fall?  How will you shape other disciples?  How will 
you follow Jesus the light of the world?

Blessings!   

Cal
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

Youth Ministries
Regular Youth Ministry & Sunday Morning Youth Bible 

Study are on Summer Break and will resume September 11

Canoe Trip: 
August 28

talk with Deacon 
William Sangry

On August 21st, after the 10:30 a.m. service, St. George’s will have
acolyte training. This is for both CURRENT and NEW acolytes. Any 
youth entering the 5th grade or higher is invited to join our team of 
acolytes. Acolytes typically serve at 2-3 services over a 2 month time 
frame. Please join us in the Undercroft for lunch and a brief parent 
meeting before the youth head to the Sanctuary for their training. 

Please contact Judi Gaines, Acolyte 
coordinator, at jlgaines14@gmail.com or 
call or text at (937) 219-3294 with any 
questions and to R.S.V.P. by Sunday 8/14th 
(we need to know who is attending in order 
to accurately plan for lunch).

Acolyte Training - Sunday, August 21st



For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org
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More VBS Photos
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For more information, check our website at www.stgeorgesdayton.org

St George’s Garden Plot Update
Parish Picnic – Saturday, September 10

RUMMAGE SALE

Come one, come all!  We will celebrate startup Sunday with our all-parish 
picnic on Saturday September 10 at 5:00 on the rectory front lawn. 

The church will provide hamburgers and hot dogs with all the fixins’, soft 
drinks, and paper products.  You are asked to bring a dish to share, any 
alcoholic beverages you wish to consume, and lawn chairs and/or picnic 
blankets.  

In mid-August, there will be a signup poster in the welcome area.  If you 
let us know how many are coming, it will help us to have the right amount 
of food.  We also need some volunteers for setup, grilling, and cleanup.  
You can volunteer on the poster. 
The picnic will take the place of our usual Second Sunday Supper that 
would normally be on September 11.

Questions?  Burning desire to help?  Elizabeth and Steve Gustafson, 937 
475-5603, egustaton1@udayton.edu 

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

 
We need your DONATIONS, starting Sunday, September 
25, 2016, 
We need VOLUNTEERS, 
•	for set-up the weekend of September 24; 
•	for sortingSeptember 26-September 30; 
•	for sale hours, Saturday, October 1, 9:00-1:00, 
•	and for clean-up, immediately after the sale, at l:00, 

 Please help! We need all of you!
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AUGUST 2016
SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY       

   1 2 3 4 5 6

  7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Holy Eucharist with 
Prayer Ministry
8 & 10:30 a.m.
LectionaryBible 
Study 9:30 a.m.
Kids Corner
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist with 
Healing Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
LectionaryBible 
Study 9:30 a.m.
Kids Corner
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.
SECOND SUNDAY 
SUPPER 6:00 P.M.

Holy Eucharist 8 a.m. 
Lectionary Bible 
Study, 9:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist w/ 
Prayer Ministry
Kid’s Corner
10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Training
Noon
Holy Eucharist 
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
LectionaryB ible 
Study, 9:30 a.m.
Kid’s Corner
10:30 a.m.
Youth - Canoe Trip
Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m.

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
7:15 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Social Issues
7:00 p.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Stephen 
Ministries
9:30 a.m. 

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Building & 
Grounds 5:30 p.m.

Finance Meeting
7:30 p.m. 

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study
9:30 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Castle Cooking
8:00 a.m. 

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Dragon Slayers
9:00 a.m.

Office	Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed) 7:00 p.m.

Office	Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office	Closed

AA Meeting 
(Closed)
7:00 p.m.

Office	Closed

AA Meeting  
(Closed) 
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

NA (Open)
7:00 p.m.

 28 29 30 31 


