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I Feel the Need, the Need for the CreedI Feel the Need, the Need for the CreedI Feel the Need, the Need for the CreedI Feel the Need, the Need for the Creed                                                                                                    The Rev. Ben PhillipsThe Rev. Ben PhillipsThe Rev. Ben PhillipsThe Rev. Ben Phillips    

Yes this �tle is a shameless play on a well known line from the 1986 

film Top Gun, but instead of feeling the need for speed (as in, F-14 

fighter jets), the need is for creed (as in sound doctrine of our faith). 

Despite the whimsy here, the �tle ought to strike a chord: how much, 

how deeply, do we feel the need to have sound doctrine in our lives? 

Is there a desire in your heart and mind to track down the answers to 

ques�ons of faith, and a certain feis�ness to want to arrive at the 

right answers? Do you believe there even are right answers!? Or is 

everything in the realm of theology simply warm jello? It is important 

to you that you know and believe the right things about the Chris�an 

faith, or are you sa�sfied with believing, in the words of Morpheus 

from The Matrix , whatever you want to believe?  

 

We live in a day and age that is quite allergic to concerns of doctrine. 

Ancient genera�ons seemed obsessed with doctrine while modern 

genera�ons could care less (and o2en then pat themselves on the 

back for being so ‘enlightened’!). Alterna�vely it is common to think 

of doctrine as a means of disunity and ul�mately leading to violence 

and war. While the sad and sinful story of human history certainly 

lends credibility to this view, it may be surprising to note that most 

debates of doctrine were actually mo�vated by a desire to establish 

unity. Orthodoxy (from the Greek for ‘right doctrine’ or ‘right 

worship’) at its heart is actually intended to unify the church. The 

Collect of the Day for Proper 8 asks of God, “Grant us so to be joined 

together in unity of spirit by their doctrine [i.e. the doctrine of Christ, 

the apostles and prophets] that we may be made a holy temple 

acceptable unto thee” (BCP p. 178).  

 

The reality is that we all have creeds and systems of belief, the 

ques�on is where do they come from and, as Chris�ans, are they in 

keeping with Scripture? These beliefs have profound effects on our 

lives, they are not just head trips. Sooner or later life requires us to 

wrestle with big ques�ons, what maAers is how we get our answers. 

As Dorothy Sayers, the great English writer (and friend of C.S. Lewis 

and J.R.R. Tolkien) once put it, bad doctrine “is largely the result of 

the untutored average man trying to grapple with the problems of 

the universe at the point where they begin to interfere with daily life 

and thought.”  

 

I remember having a cup of coffee with a neighbor in Houston when 

he was going through a bit of a rough patch in life. Although he had 

grown up in a church he hadn’t been ac�ve in some �me, but 

considered himself a good guy who certainly “believed in God.” As we 

talked more about God and faith and life, I men�on Jesus and how he 

is both fully God and fully human. My neighbor’s jaw literally dropped 

and he looked at me with such surprise and curiosity I’ll never forget. 

“Wait,” he said, “Jesus is God?! I’ve never heard that before.” All of a 

sudden things like the cross, the resurrec�on, and the promise of 

forgiveness took on a whole new meaning for him as he faced his 

life’s problems. Jesus-just-a-man can’t forgive sins and raise the dead. 

Yes, that does maAer. Doctrine will always have implica�ons in real 

life. It also showed me that one can assume people know many of the 

basics of the Chris�an faith, when in fact some of the most core and 

essen�al beliefs have been totally blanked. As I think about my 

neighbor from Texas, I don’t blame him for not knowing these things 

about Christ – a2er all, no one would be able to come up with these 

doctrines on their own out of the blue – but I’m saddened that he had 

been part of a church that had never proclaimed to him this great 

creedal truth. 

 

The English word ‘creed’ comes from the La�n credo which means, “I 

believe”. A creed outlines in some detail certain doctrines of faith. It 

is not so much an expression of personal opinion but carefully based 

on Scripture and is wriAen not by a single individual but by 

representa�ves from across the Church. O2en the need to write a 

creed comes from challenges in the life of the church, when the great 

ques�ons of the universe need answering. The ‘cornerstone’ of 

Chris�an creeds is the Nicene Creed.  

 

The story of the Nicene Creed begins early in the fourth century in 

Alexandria, Egypt. A presbyter there named Arius taught and 

popularized the doctrine that Jesus the Son of God was in fact 

created by the Father. Granted, so said Arius, Jesus was the greatest 

and most glorious of God’s crea�ons, but a created being he was, 

nonetheless. A2er all, does not Scripture say of Christ that he is, “the 

firstborn of all crea�on”? Arius was uncomfortable with the idea that 

God would be in�mate with the created world. Recall that Greek 

philosophy despised the union of the spiritual with the physical. The 

idea that God Almighty would ‘get dirty’ was quite obnoxious to 

many, especially Gnos�cs. Arius therefore ‘protected’ God the Father 

by teaching that the Holy Spirit and the Logos (Jesus) were lesser 

created dei�es, and thus also preserved the one-ness of God against 

the polytheism of the surrounding culture.  

 

To be fair, Arius, along with all Chris�ans, must wrestle with the 

ques�on, “If Jesus is the Son of God, what exactly is his connec�on or 

rela�onship with God the Father?” While Arius was not the only 

church leader who held these views, and likely was not the originator 

of them, his name was affixed to this teaching, soon to be known as 

Arianism. Arianism held out a simple and powerful solu�on to the 

doctrinal ques�on of the nature of Christ and spread like wildfire. It is 

interes�ng to note that Arianism became popular at exactly the same 

�me that Chris�anity was legalized in the Roman Empire by 

Constan�ne in 312 AD.                                          (Con�nued on page 3) 
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Word & Creed Word & Creed Word & Creed Word & Creed (con�nued) 

Many high ranking bishops close to the emperor were Arians, and 

used their power and influence to imprison and exile church leaders 

who didn’t hold their views. Emperor Constan�ne, who came to view 

Chris�anity as a type of glue by which the Empire could be held 

together, desired unity and called a great Council in the year 325 in 

the city of Nicaea, on the coast of what is today Turkey.  

There hundreds of bishops debated the nature of Jesus Christ in 

rela�on to God the Father. I won’t go into detail of the ins an outs of 

the debate (for a great summary of the Early Church’s doctrinal 

debates which is short and readable, see C. Fitzsimmons Alison’s 

book The Cruelty of Heresy). However it is important to note that the 

document this council produced, what became known as the Nicene 

Creed, spends a lot of ink answering the ques�on of Christ’s nature. 

“God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoAen 

not made, of one being with the Father”(emphasis added). Jesus is 

both fully God and fully human. The exact details of this reality is a 

mystery, but the Creed provides the boundaries for rightly 

understanding this mystery.  

 

It is of supreme importance for all of us to understand that we don’t 

invent or re-create the Chris�an faith afresh in every genera�on. We 

receive it genera�on to genera�on, apply it afresh, but it remains the 

faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3). The Nicene Creed was 

not only an endeavor to affirm what is right about Christ’s nature, 

but to correct what was wrongly understood about him. Why? Not 

only that the Church might be unified and stronger, but so that 

regular Chris�ans at the plow, the kiln, the desk, and the hospital, 

might beAer know and understand the amazing God to whom the 

Creed points.  

[Next month Word & Creed will con#nue our explora#on of the 

Nicene Creed]  

At St. George's, we are "committed to proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through our worship, service, teaching, and care of 
one another".  The Social Issues Commission makes grants from funds raised by our parish to nonprofits locally, nationally, and 
internationally.  One group that recently received a grant is the Clothing Room which is housed at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church 
in Dayton. 

 

Although the Clothing Room provides clothing for children of all ages, Clothing Room 
Director Judy Aldridge is most passionate about the efforts to provide uniforms for Dayton 
students as they head back to school each August.  Last year over 160 children received 
pants, shirts, underwear, and socks, and as a result, they began the year with clothing they 
were proud to wear on that very special first day of school.  This year Judy expects to 
receive requests for clothing for even more students, including children housed at the 
YMCA's homeless shelter.  The Clothing Room also supplies linens, towels, and blankets to 
families in need. 

 

The Clothing Room is staffed entirely by volunteers who work Tuesdays through Thursdays sorting, folding, and hanging 
incoming donations.  Volunteers also staff the Clothing Room on their open Saturdays.  For additional information, contact Judy 
at 937-278-7345.  Donations and volunteers are welcome! 

Welcome Emmanuel and FamilyWelcome Emmanuel and FamilyWelcome Emmanuel and FamilyWelcome Emmanuel and Family    

On July 2nd we welcomed our new curate, 

Deacon Emmanuel Tuyishime and his family to St. 

George’s. Pictured at le. is Emmanuel’s mother, 

Marie Rose Mukanyangezi; his wife Simone Ingrid 

Tuyishime; his children, Mensit (in the back), 

Daniella, Martha and Amen. 
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This month’s topic from the stewardship commiAee is serving. We’d be remiss if we didn’t open with a tremendous thank you 

to all of you who served during July’s Vaca�on Bible School. Thank you for making it happen! 

 

It would be easy to make a list here of all the areas you can serve and then back it up with why it’s so important to serve. This 

isn’t an unfamiliar concept to St. George’s. Recently we held a ministry fair to share all of the ministries of St. George’s and 

open up invita�ons to serve. One needs only to literally look around on a Sunday morning to get a catalog of opportuni�es for 

service. 

 

Instead of that general call to serve, we’ll look at serving at St. George’s by focusing on two aspects, leadership and innova�on. 

As a liturgical tradi�on, we tend to look at symbols to denote leadership – collars, vestments, etc. But the func�oning of our 

church – to go and make disciples (MaA 28:19) – is dependent on both ordained and lay leadership. Fr. Ben has been vocalizing 

a desire to raise up new leaders from within St. George’s. The concept is simple in theory but difficult in prac�ce because it 

involves real people and real commitment. The next group of leaders for any of our ministries should be being groomed to lead 

as we create, sustain, and innovate our current ministries. This allows the burden to be shared as well as the joy and fulfillment 

of leading a successful ministry. While we have many examples at St. George’s there are as many (and more) ministries in need 

of this next group of leaders. Please note that this isn’t a genera�onal succession in the sense of age. Rather, if you’ve never 

served as a leader within our ministries, please consider that aspect of your service as you evaluate your personal calling.  

 

Another form of service that is difficult to promote or ask for is innova�on within our current ministries. Our ministries and 

service in pursuit of our mission are not simply pushed to sustainment mode once they’re created. Some�mes, we have to 

create new areas to serve - the opening Sunday at St. George’s in 1954 didn’t have an announcement looking for a webmaster. 

What areas might be in need of innova�on now where you could serve? Perhaps you have a novel way to schedule volunteers, 

have newly acquired skills that could help communica�on, or generally have talents that don’t presently have an outlet. In 

other words, just because you haven’t heard an announcement asking for your service doesn’t mean that St. George’s and the 

mission to make disciples doesn’t need it! Realize that, to some degree as a church, we don’t know what we don’t know. If you 

have a calling or think you might, please bring that to the clergy and/or the vestry so we can begin a discussion.  

 

As we’ve done in the past please prayerfully consider serving. This goes both ways – if you’re looking to serve, pray for guidance 

to the right ministries. If you’re already involved in service, pray that you get the right balance and don’t burn out serving. 

Regardless of how you serve, thank you for your contribu�on as we go and make disciples.   

Singers, all hail! 

 

The choir of St. George’s will begin singing again on startup Sunday, 

September 10. Please mark your calendars for the first rehearsal of 

the season, Thursday, August 31st at 7:00pm. This way we will get 

two rehearsals in before offering our music in worship. If you would 

like to join as a new member, please contact Jeff Powell so he can 

prepare a folder for you. We would love to have some members! 

Current members be sure to let Jeff know if your email address has 

changed. 
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During the summer at St. George’s, the paAern of life changes a liAle bit.  We slow some things down so we can rev 

up other things.  Surely no one who volunteered with VBS or our Youth Mission Trip (and there were some who did 

both) would say summers are quiet!  However, during the summer we put some ministries on hiatus.  But the fall is 

just around the corner and all that great forma�onal programming will crank up again.  We’re so excited about our 

fall schedule!  Please take seriously the chance not only to worship, but also to learn with your whole family at 9:30 

a.m. on Sunday mornings  

 

Star�ng Sunday, September 10 

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I  (some music; no nursery) 
 

9:30 a.m.  Chris�an Educa�on for ALL AGES  (nursery also available for infants to age 3) 

• PreSchool & Kindergarten   Let the Children Come in the Lower Level Educa�on Wing  

• Grades 1-5  Godly Play in the Godly Play Room off the Lower Level Hallway 

• Middle School Bible Study in the Chapel 

• High School Bible Study in the Library 

• Adult Lec�onary Study in the Church Office 

• Rector’s Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II  (with choir; nursery available for infants to age 3) 

Includes Children’s Chapel for Children Age 3 to 3
rd

 Grade.  Children begin with their families in the church at 10:30 

and are dismissed from the service for a �me of age-appropriate prayer and worship.  They hear the same Bible 

story we hear in the church and con�nue to learn the Nicene Creed.  They return at the peace. 
 

5 p.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II  (no music; no nursery) 

Fall ScheduleFall ScheduleFall ScheduleFall Schedule    

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY OCTOBER 21 

Equip Conference - “Safeguarding our Families: The Opioid Crisis”   
Saturday, October 21, 2:30—5 p.m. 

Guest Speakers for Adult & Youth from Law Enforcement & Community Resources  

Featuring a Children’s Art Program and Nursery. 

August Youth Canoe Trip – Saturday, August 19  

Contact Judi Gaines for more details, jlgaines14@gmail.com.  Permission Forms will be emailed / hard copies will be 

made available on the welcome desk. 

 

Mark your calendars – Fall Youth Ministry Resumes September 11  

Both Middle School & High School Bible Studies and Sunday a2ernoon Youth Group resumes Sunday, September 10. 

VBS was amazing! 

We had just shy of 70 children this year and a few dozen of the best volunteers God ever provided for a Vacation 

Bible School!  Praise God for bringing these kids to us and praise him also for the spirit and commitment of these fine 

volunteers.  Through the week we sang, we crafted, we invented, we heard stories, we played games, and we learned 

about God who made the Heavens and the Earth and you and me!  These children learned about God who, in Jesus, 

loves us and will never leave us.  What a great week it was.  Thank you to those who sacrificed their time as 

volunteers.  Thank you to those who gave materials.  Thank you to those who helped set up and break down.  Thank 

you to those who gave financially.  Thank you, dear people of St. George’s Church, for living into your calling to 

make disciples, a solemn responsibility and mission Christ lays on each one of us! 
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Aviator is a mobile app developed by Dayton Family Services.  The app is free and provides informa�on to Ohioans about 

resources and services for vic�ms, allied professionals and the community in general.  It is secure and free of cost.   

Visit www.fsdayton.org or www.aviatorapp.com 

Click on the Aviator icon for Apple App Store or Google Play 

Download the app to your mobile device and click to open. 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATES FOR  

ST. GEORGE'S 2017 RUMMAGE SALE 
Dona�ons:  Sunday, October 1 to Friday, October 6, Noon 

Sor�ng: Sunday, September 30--Friday, October 6 

SALE: Saturday, October 7, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

CLEAN UP: 1:00 p.m. to approximately 2:30 p.m. 

Please, we need all of you. 

Michelle Johnson, John Weiler, and Esther Wright 

Four Month Foyer GroupsFour Month Foyer GroupsFour Month Foyer GroupsFour Month Foyer Groups    
If you want to get to know some of your fellow parishioners at St. George's in a social 

seYng, our foyer groups offer that opportunity.  Those who sign up to be in a foyer group 

are assigned to groups of about 8 people and those 8 people meet about 4 �mes over 

about the next 4 months.  You can sign up for a dining out group or for a group that meets 

in members' homes.  For the home mee�ngs, the host generally supplies the main dish 

and drinks and others are assigned to  bring appe�zer, salad, dessert, or other needed 

items.  Each group sets up its own mee�ngs. When groups are assigned, I will ask one 

member to organize and host the first mee�ng.  Whether you meet new people or get to 

spend �me with folks you already know, it helps to build our community at St. George's.   

 

In August, there will be a poster in the Welcome Area to sign up for groups that will meet September through January with some �me 

off of the holidays.  Sign ups will end on September 10. 

 Ques�ons:  Elizabeth Gustafson egustafson1@udayton.edu or 475-5603. 

Parking Lot Sealing and Striping – 

We have scheduled the en�re parking lot to have a liAle face li2 during the week of August 7-12th.  The work will include having the 

cracks filled, the en�re lot seal coated and then fresh striping for the parking spaces. 

Please take into considera�on during that week that normal traffic flow will be disrupted.    
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The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Jan Gimbrone, and prepared for mailing each month by the Lean Mean Mailing 

Machine consis�ng of: Diana Behme, Argie BenneA, Rudy Gimbrone, Mary Jones, Marilyn Judd,  Jeannie Perry, Sue Schryver, Sam Strother & 

Yuri Willcox.  
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