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––––    Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday ––––        
April 9th  

8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist 
10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms in Memorial Garden (weather permitting) and Holy Eucharist Children at Liturgy of the 

Palms and then in Church, will be invited to Sunday School from there 
5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist 

    

––––    Monday of Holy WeekMonday of Holy WeekMonday of Holy WeekMonday of Holy Week    ––––    
April 10th  

5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross, Led by Youth (Main Sanctuary) 
 

––––    Wednesday of Holy WeekWednesday of Holy WeekWednesday of Holy WeekWednesday of Holy Week    ––––    
April 12th   

11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross (Main Sanctuary) 
  

––––    Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday Maundy Thursday ––––    
April 13th    

7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Foot-Washing Liturgy 
 

––––    Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday ––––    
April 14th   

NoonNoonNoonNoon Stations of the Cross (Main Sanctuary) 
7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy 

 

––––    Holy Saturday Holy Saturday Holy Saturday Holy Saturday ––––    
April 15th  

A Day of Sabbath Rest, no services 
 

––––    EEEEASTERASTERASTERASTER    DDDDAYAYAYAY    ––––    
April 16th   

8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m.8:00 a.m. Festal Eucharist (no incense, nursery care not available) 
No Education hour at 9:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m. Festal Eucharist (w/ incense, nursery care available). No Sunday School, children will be in church and invited 
to the Flowering of the Cross. Easter Egg Hunt following service at Rectory 

There will be no 5:00 p.m. service on EasterThere will be no 5:00 p.m. service on EasterThere will be no 5:00 p.m. service on EasterThere will be no 5:00 p.m. service on Easter    
____________________________________________________________________    

    
DONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERSDONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERSDONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERSDONATIONS FOR EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERS may be made at any time between now and Easter. Envelopes for making your donation are in the 
pews or in the church office during the week (M-Th,8:30am-3:30pm). Memorials which are received by Sunday, April 2nd will appear in the Easter 

Sunday bulletin. Please call the parish office with any questions, 434-1781. 
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The AtonementThe AtonementThe AtonementThe Atonement                                                                                        By The Rev. Ben PhillipsBy The Rev. Ben PhillipsBy The Rev. Ben PhillipsBy The Rev. Ben Phillips    
What exactly was happening when Jesus died on the Cross? We are 
fast approaching Holy Week and it is quite timely to ask this question. 
The central observance of the Christian year is about to be celebrated: 
Good Friday-Easter. This central observance of Good Friday-Easter is 
also the central profession of our faith and the essential content of the 
Good News itself: that Jesus Christ was crucified for our sins and 
raised on the third day for our justification (Romans 4:25;  
1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 
 
If Jesus’ death was in fact necessary then what was it accomplishing? It 
was accomplishing everything! Jesus said with his last breath, “It is 
finished!” Unpacking all this would take far more space than we have 
here, but to name a few: Jesus’ death was sealing the New Covenant. 
His death was a ransom for many, and it was a demonstration of his 
great love for sinners. But there is one central aspect to the cross and 
Jesus’ death that must hold all these together. Without it, all other 
aspects become diminished or misunderstood. Jesus’ death on the cross 
was the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
 
We may hear the word “atone” or “atonement” but what does it mean, 
especially in the way it is used in Scripture? How does Jesus’ death 
function as atonement? One simple way to understand atonement is 
that it is a sacrifice which creates “at-one-ment”. It creates a oneness 
where the was previously strife and wrongdoing from one person or 
group to another. Atonement is not just paying back, which is 
recompense, or making up for a short falling, which is satisfaction, but 
a sealing of the breach, a mending of the wound. When we read in 
Isaiah 53 bout the Messiah that “by his blood we are reconciled, by his 
wounds we are healed” we are given a very practical view of the 
atonement.  
 
Thus Jesus’ death must been seen in its Old Testament context. We 
are currently reading through Exodus as a parish, and one of the key 
parts is the Passover (Exodus 12-14). God’s wrath is coming down 
upon Egypt, except that Israel is given a means of being passed over 
through the sacrifice and blood of a lamb. This is called propitiation, a 
sacrifice which turns aside wrath. When John the Baptist declares of 
Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!”, the implication and connection to the Lamb of Passover is 
unmistakable. Jesus will take away sin by dying. This also grounds 
Jesus’ death firmly in the sacrificial system of the Temple, which is 
built around animals serving as substitutes for human sin.  
 
This understanding of the cross, set rightly in its Old Testament 
context, is often called the substitutionary atonement. Jesus is our 
substitute. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you. 
St. Paul clarifies this connection in 2 Corinthians 5:21 by telling us 

that God caused Jesus, who was perfect, to ‘become’ sin, so that in 
dying he would take upon himself the just curse of God upon sin, so 
that we might live and be righteous. Reformational theologians explain 
this as the great exchange. On the cross our sins were reckoned to 
Christ and there they died, along with the curse of death. In exchange 
the perfect righteousness of Jesus the Son of God is reckoned to us 
sinners. Thereby, we are atoned, “at-one-ed” with God.  
 
There are many objections and misunderstandings to the 
substitutionary atonement. One is that God appears to be guilty of 
cosmic child abuse. Another is that Jesus’ death was simply 
demonstrating the lengths to which divine love will go to show how 
powerful it really is. The first objection is particularly potent for those 
who have a hard time seeing God as father, especially if their earthly 
father was abusive or unkind - who would want God to be like that? 
The problem with this objection is  that Jesus is God, and through 
Jesus God was taking the curse of sin upon himself, not cruelly 
inflicting it on ‘someone else’. Furthermore, Jesus himself states that 
“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay my life down that I 
may take it up again. No one takes it from me but I lay it down of my 
own accord and have authority to take it up again” (John 10:17-18). 
Reformed theologians refer to this as the covenant of redemption, the 
covenant that the Triune God made internally before time began, the 
promise that God the Father would send God the Son to take away the 
sins of the world, and God the Spirit would apply this redemption for 
any and all who believe in the work of the Son, to the glory of the 
Father. The second objection is based in truth, but is incomplete. Yes 
Jesus’ death was a demonstration of his great love (no greater love is 
there than you lay your life down for your friends). But if that’s all it 
is, then in the end nothing is actually done to us or for us – sin is not 
condemned or removed, and sinners are not justified in the 
resurrection.  
 
I hope this is a helpful introduction into what is clearly a big topic. If 
you would like to read more I highly recommend The Apostolic 
Preaching of the Cross by Leon Morris and The Cross of Christ by 
John Stott. Both are in print, inexpensive, and very accessible and 
understandable. May our journey into Holy Week be a journey 
towards the Cross of Jesus, and his glorious Resurrection.  
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Stewardship of  Time & Talent: WorshipStewardship of  Time & Talent: WorshipStewardship of  Time & Talent: WorshipStewardship of  Time & Talent: Worship                                                by Chris Rondeauby Chris Rondeauby Chris Rondeauby Chris Rondeau    

There are a lot of things that can get overlooked by stewardship committees in favor of focusing on monetary giving. One of the 
ideas that resonates with our Stewardship committee is the idea that stewardship is, in fact, so much more than asking for the con-
sideration of monetary giving. We want to look at all that we have to give to God and His church. This includes time and talent.  
For example, we’ve already begun asking for your time and talent to support our largest evangelism program at St. George’s: Vaca-
tion Bible School. This month, our committee would also like to focus on another area that can be overlooked – worship.  

 

As the church year goes on, we’ll have requests for time, talent, and treasure that will come out in various forums. Here in Lent, we 
want to encourage you to establish a clear priority, focus, and balance to these requests. A quick PSA – please continue to prayer-
fully consider your giving in every form but don’t get burned out by either feeling like you need to be a part of everything or by 
actually trying to be a part of everything! Worship is an important and vital way to give not only to St. George’s, but also to your-
self and, most importantly, to God.  

 

As Christ answered the question about how we ought to pray, His answer begins with worship (Matt 6:9-10). Especially as we 
study Exodus, I’d be remiss to not mention the songs of Moses and Miriam in Exodus 15. There Moses and Miriam lead the 
worship and thanksgiving offered to God for delivering His people from slavery under Pharaoh. Worship is fundamental and 
foundational to what we can give to God.  

 

I’ll go a step further with this idea of worship as it pertains to our liturgy - the more regular your attendance, the better you’ll be 
able to appreciate the significant changes in the liturgy during Lent. There are the obvious changes to the purple colors until Holy 
Week where we arrive at black and red. We begin to omit those things we otherwise have all year, starting with the exclusion of 
“Alleluia” and culminating with the removal or covering of all crosses on Maundy Thursday. We’re using the modified 1552 lit-
urgy to help us all refresh our liturgical worship. There’s so much behind just the order of the service, that is in itself is practically 
a form of worship. As one example among many, Cranmer has the Creed said immediately before the sermon. His intent was that 
we publically affirm our faith in our worship before the preacher says a word. This serves as a reminder both to the preacher and 
the congregation about our shared beliefs. I’ll encourage you to look at the 1552 and ask questions about it – it’s fascinating! 

 

Please look at the upcoming Lent and Holy Week calendars and let’s join together to: “Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
worship the Lord in holy splendor.” (Psalm 29:2) 

Sword & Spirit Photographers NeededSword & Spirit Photographers NeededSword & Spirit Photographers NeededSword & Spirit Photographers Needed    

Do you love taking photos with your camera or you phone? We all have the 

opportunity to record our lives with our ever-present smart phones. If  you are 

someone who takes photos of  activities at St. George’s, please share them with 

the whole parish by sending them for use in the Sword & Spirit. You can email 

them to dtgentner@gmail.com. If  you would like to offer your photography 

skills as an “official” S&S photographer, please contact me at 937-671-0013.  

         Diane Gentner 
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Dr. Don Collett, Guest scholarDr. Don Collett, Guest scholarDr. Don Collett, Guest scholarDr. Don Collett, Guest scholar    
You don't want to miss worship or our Education hour 

on Sunday April 23!  Dr. Don Collett, professor of  Old Tes-
tament at Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry will be 

preaching at 8am and 10:30am and offering a lively lecture 
at 9:30 in the PARISH HALL.  He is our guest scholar for 
our Exodus for Everyone Program.  Even if  you don't regu-
larly come, this is your chance to hear from a real Old Testa-
ment scholar, and specifically about things we've been think-

ing about (Exodus) here at St. George's Church all 
spring.  Middle School Bible Study and High School Bible 
Study will join adults in the PARISH HALL at 9:30. a.m.    

St George's has been blessed with the work and donations of our parishioners over the years that 

resulted in a beautiful and inviting campus. Spring is in the air early this year, and it's time for our St 

George's garden area to begin planning, planting, fertilizing, and weeding their garden areas.  We 

welcome our former garden volunteers back, but need some additional volunteers.  If you can 

donate some of your time to help make St George's a beautiful and inviting campus, please talk with 

our Arbor Commission coordinator Frank Gentner.  We need to confirm garden area responsibilities 

and need help caring for our newly planted St. Francis Memorial Garden area.  Especially this 

summer and next we will need volunteers to take turns watering the newly planted area during the 

dry season to ensure our investment in these plantings are protected.  Please contact Frank at 

coffee hour, or call or email him at 937-672-0169 or GentnerFC@aol.com. 

Garden Volunteers Needed 
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Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…Did You Know…                    by the Rev. Ben Phillips 

…that St. George’s does not have house elves. …that St. George’s does not have house elves. …that St. George’s does not have house elves. …that St. George’s does not have house elves. For those of you wondering what exactly is a house elf, they are 
the magical creatures who live in the world of Harry Potter. They are small, shy, and delight in doing chores around the 
house (or castle) from cooking to cleaning. Each day when little wizards come down to the great hall for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner, a meal magically appears on every table. These meals are cooked and prepared by the elves who then 
use magic to “beam” the food to the dining hall. Afterwards, all the plates are “beamed” back and washed by the elves. 
The students not only have no responsibility in preparing or cleaning up their food, but for the most part have no idea 
how it even ends up on their plate.  
 
With so many things going on at St. George’s it is often tempting to show up at an event, whether coffee hour, Bible 
study, a worship service, or a seminar on health issues, and not realize all that goes into getting it set up (and taken 
down). Or perhaps more importantly who is involved in getting everything set up and taken down. While we do have a 
custodian at the church, this person handles sweeping, mopping, cleaning bathrooms, windows, etc., but does not do 
setup and breakdown of all our tables and chairs for all our events. Now, some churches do employ sextons who do 
custodial as well as setup work, but we do not. Our budget and the contract we have with the custodial company don’t 
include that. The custodian is not responsible for washing dishes. They sweep and clean the kitchen, take out the trash, 
and clean the windows, but they do not do our dishes, nor are they responsible for putting them away. The custodian is 
not a house elf! 
 
I once had a conversation with someone who had been coming to the church for a number of years and for some reason 
thought that Coffee Hour each week was catered, and that a team of folks from some service company showed up each 
week to set up the food and clean it up. House elves! Fortunately I was able to gently share that every week members of 
the church provide the food (out of their own pockets) and set it up, and take care of cleaning up afterwards. This is 
why Coffee Hour is a hospitality ministry that falls squarely in the “Love” portion of our Mission Cross! 
 
Our intent here is not to get down on anyone, but rather to point out the human tendency to fall into the “out of sight, 
out of mind” principle. If we don’t see it getting set up, we typically don’t think about all the work that goes into getting 
it done. Or we are aware and make sure we leave early to avoid getting tapped to help! This innate tendency is 
exacerbated partly due to our consumerized sensibilities: we are used to showing up to everything around us and it is not 
only pre-ready, it is often custom tailored to suit our personal preferences. Whether it is fast food, department stores, or 
online advertising, we are daily bombarded with the subtle message that everyone and everything is desperately catering 
to our whim in order to keep our attention and get our money. Not so with St. George’s. 
 
Week in and week out, almost every event and activity occurring at the church is planned, set up, and taken down by 
those who are involved with it. Scheduling and coordinating with parish staff is essential (more on that next month!), 
but in the end each individual, each ministry, and each group is expected to take responsibility for their own use of the 
church’s facilities. If you turn on a light when you walk in a room, please be the one to turn it off. If you are the one to 
unlock a door for your event, please be the one to lock it. If you take out and use dishes or supplies in one of the 
kitchens, please be the one to wash them and put them away where they belong. If you rearrange a room for your 
meeting, please be the one to put it back the way it was. If you see folks clearing up and taking down tables, lend a hand. 
If you are planning something, make sure you include setup and cleanup in your plans. If you are not sure what that 
involves, ask.  
 
In a sense, perhaps St. George’s does have house elves after all. They are all of us! 
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Family MinistriesFamily MinistriesFamily MinistriesFamily Ministries    
 

Calling all Children's Parents (Age 3 to Rising 5th Graders)Calling all Children's Parents (Age 3 to Rising 5th Graders)Calling all Children's Parents (Age 3 to Rising 5th Graders)Calling all Children's Parents (Age 3 to Rising 5th Graders)    

We have a special treat for you -- a lunch with a short presentation about 
upcoming opportunities about children's ministry.  We'll gather in the Undercroft 
following the 10:30 a.m. service on April 23 (same day our guest speaker will be 
with us!).  We'll also take the kids off your hands (if you like) for some games 
during the short, 20 minute presentation.  Like all our Family Ministries, 
Children's Ministry doesn't have a professional staff, but equips and involves 
every parent.  Come and see! 

How did you become a Christian?How did you become a Christian?How did you become a Christian?How did you become a Christian?    
It was because someone took interest in you!  Someone took the time to share how 
important Jesus is.  It may not have been dramatic.  It may have been a very simple 
witness.  Maybe it was your mother or father.  Maybe it was a grandmother.  Maybe it 
was a friend or neighbor.  But the good news came to you THROUGH a 
person.  When Jesus ascended (Matthew 28) he commanded all disciples to share the 
good news.  Believe it or not, that doesn't necessarily mean street preaching.  It can be 
as simple as volunteering for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLVACATION BIBLE SCHOOLVACATION BIBLE SCHOOLVACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.  At present, we are 
woefully understaffed -- meaning we will have to turn children away.  What do you 
want for your church?  Do you want to see children learning about Jesus?  If  so, we 
need YOU to sign up.  The board is in the Welcome Lounge.  WE CAN DO THIS 
TOGETHER!  VBS is July 10-14, 9am to noon.  Email associate@stgeorgeohio.org if  
you have questions. 

Mark your calendars now  

Vacation Bible School:  

July 10-14 (online registration 

opens in May) 
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Youth EventsYouth EventsYouth EventsYouth Events    

The SWORD & SPIRIT is edited by Diane Gentner, printed by Jan Gimbrone, and prepared for mailing each month by the Lean Mean Mailing Machine consisting of: Argie 

Bennett, Rudy Gimbrone, Mary Jones, Marilyn Judd,  Jim Kay, Dorothy Pepper, Tony Pepper, Jeannie Perry, Sam Strother, Sue Strother & Yuri Willcox. 

April 2 - Youth & Parent Meeting, 3-5pm: 
Calendaring the Fall / Mission Trip Prep; 
*Required of all youth going on mission trip 
(Rob Johnson / ALL Parents) MISSION TRIP 
DEPOSIT of $50 DUE ON APRIL 2 -- checks 
made out to St. George's Episcopal Church; 
checks may be given to Jen Stephens. 

April 9 (Palm Sunday) -  3-5pm, Prepping for 

Youth-Led Stations of the Cross which will be 

held either on Monday or Tuesday of Holy Week 

(Rev. Dr. Cal Lane) 

April 10 (Monday) - Holy Week, Youth-Led 

Stations of the Cross, 5:30 (youth please arrive 

at 5:15 p.m.); potluck supper for youth follows 

(pizza will be provided; families bring a dish to share) 

April 16 (Easter Sunday) - No Youth Group 

April 23 - *Dr. Don Collett will be with us in the morning as special guest 

teacher at 9:30 a.m. for adults and youth and preacher at both 8am and 

10:30pm as part of our Exodus for Everyone program.  Youth will later help lead 

the 5 p.m. service.  Please come at 4 p.m. if you would like to 

help lead!  (Deacon William Sangrey) 

April 30 - Competitive Shopping for Service, 

Time TBA (Becky Grushon) 
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Return	Service	Requested	

SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY SERVICES     
8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   5:00 p.m.  

Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This Our mission at St. George’s is to form lifelong disciples of  Jesus Christ. This 

mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all mission comes directly from Jesus who said, “Go and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18and teach them all that I have commanded you.”  (Matthew 28:18----20) We 20) We 20) We 20) We 

pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  pursue this mission by focusing on four key elements of  the Christian life:  

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship————LoveLoveLoveLove————LearnLearnLearnLearn————ServeServeServeServe    
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